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The inaugural RGC Research Summit brought together policymakers, university leaders and researchers to discuss the future direction of 
research and innovation.

Professor Timothy W. Tong, Chairman of the Research 
Grants Council, speaks at the opening of the RGC 
Research Summit marking the Council’s 35th anniversary.

Speakers at Plenary Session A discuss the growing use of AI in research and the need for applying revolutionary 
technologies safely and responsibly.

University presidents and senior leaders from the eight UGC-funded institutions take part in a roundtable discussion on 
collaboration, talent development and Hong Kong’s role in research.
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AI finds its real-world footing at 
Hong Kong’s RGC Research Summit
Hong Kong’s inaugural Summit reveals how the scientific 
community has successfully pioneered the adoption of 
revolutionary new technologies, in particular AI, to every 
aspect of our lives through world-class research and global 
collaboration with the support of a maturing funding system.
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Hong Kong’s first Research Grants Council (RGC) Research Summit, held 
at Hong Kong Science Park on December 11, arrived at a watershed moment 
when technological breakthroughs such as AI are no longer simply scientific 
discoveries within ivory towers but are directly impacting our daily lives. 

Presenting their work at the Summit, Hong Kong researchers often in 
partnerships with scholars and experts in the Greater Bay Area (GBA) and 
internationally, put AI to use across a wide range of applications in health care, 
transport systems, manufacturing settings and environmental protection. 

The Summit, which coincided with the RGC’s 35th anniversary, highlighted the 
maturing of Hong Kong’s globally connected academic research community with 
continuous government investment and public funding over the last three and 
half decades.

It is against this backdrop that the Summit sought to set a direction for 
the years ahead, when universities are challenged by disruptive technological 
transformation and geopolitical tensions, particularly in areas where cutting-edge 
technologies are becoming more critical for Hong Kong’s future development.
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AI-empowered robots in the operating theatre
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Digital twins for autonomous driving
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Sensing through future 6G networks
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Strategic direction from the UGC and RGC

Research projects show AI entering everyday use

Policy signals for the next phase of research

Plenary discussions on Research Future and
Hong Kong’s role
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Edge computing for faster AI tasks
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Studying bridge performance in harsher 
conditions
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Engineering support for urban greenery
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Health resilience in a changing climate
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