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Executive-in-Executive Council (CE-in-Council) decided on the way
forward with respect to institutional development of HKIEd on 23 June 2009.
Among other things, the CE-in-Council decided to support HKIEd to
develop into a multi-disciplinary institution with a focus on education and a
good spread of complementary disciplines, as well as to strengthen its
research capability, through provision of additional student numbers (120
first-year first degree and 30 research postgraduate places). On the
question of whether or not HKIEd should be granted university title, the
CE-in-Council decided that it should be considered at a later date.
Paragraphs 17 to 19 of the relevant Legislative Council brief on the
CE-in-Council’s decision in 2009 are extracted in full below in view of their
significance:

“17. In considering whether a higher education institution
should be granted the university title, the Administration will take
into account all relevant factors, including the quality and standard
of its academic programmes, the level and mix of programmes
offered, the quality of students and standing of academic staff,
research capability, internal governance, quality assurance
structures and the extent of self-accrediting powers, resources
available to the institution, and the public interest.

18. As a UGC-funded institution, HKIEd is already funded on
the same basis as the other seven UGC-funded institutions. We
agree with the assessment of UGC that HKIEd is not at this point in
time ready to be granted the university title, and believe that the
developments now envisaged, including the offering by HKIEd of
new programmes complementary to and supportive of teacher
education and the enhancement of its research capability, represent
the necessary steps that HKIEd should take as it strives to develop
into a university with teacher education as the primary focus.

19. Following the implementation of these necessary steps,
HKIEd may, when it is ready and willing to do so, submit to the
Government a formal request for being granted the university title.
Therefore, it should be emphasized that the development of new
programmes complementary to teacher education and the building
up of research capacity will not automatically lead to a university
title.  Before such a title may be so granted, HKIEd must be able to
demonstrate that it already possesses the qualities and attributes






As in the exercise conducted last time, we are fully aware that
HKIEd may need to engage relevant key stakeholders on some of the major
issues involved. Please let us know if we can be of assistance in any such
process that the UGC may decide to initiate as the exercise unfolds.

We very much hope that, as in the last time, you and your
Committee will be generous enough to agree to take on this important and
most meaningful exercise. We look forward to receiving your favourable
response soon.

Yours sincerely,

( Eddie Ng ) J
Secretary for Education

Encls.
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Annex AR

Terms of Reference

To advise the Government, in the light of the community’s needs and
the promotion of excellence in the higher education sector, and having
regard to the Government’s decision on institutional development of
The Hong Kong Institute of Education (HKIEd) on 23 June 20097, the
Programme Area Accreditation (PAA) Report on HKIEd issued by the
Hong Kong Council for Accreditation of Academic and Vocational
Quialifications in July 2014, as well as any other evidence that may be
obtained through a special review on HKIEd: -

(@ on HKIEd’s progress in developing into a multi-disciplinary
institution with a focus on teacher education and a good spread of
other complementary disciplines and implementing the
recommendations made in the University Grants Committee
(UGC)’s Report of the Review Group on Hong Kong Institute of
Education’s Development Blueprint published in February 2009;

(b) on whether HKIEd should be granted self-accrediting status in
the programme areas covered by its existing PAA status, having
regard to the quality of the relevant programmes and in terms of
both teaching and research performance;

(c) in light of (a) and (b), on whether HKIEd already possesses the
qualities and attributes commonly expected of a university and
should be granted the university title at this juncture;

(d) on whether there are any other actions HKIEd should take in
future to further its role and improve the quality of education it
provides.

To bring to the Government’s attention issues of concern, if any, in
relation to HKIEd’s application for the university title,

Details are set out in the relevant Legislative Council brief which is available at: http://www.edb.gov.hk/
attachment/en/about-edb/press/legco/others/legco%20brief%200n%20hkied%20development%20_eng_.pdf
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