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2021 UGC Teaching Award
Presentation Ceremony

The annual UGC Teaching Award was introduced since 2011
to honour those who excel in teaching in the UGC sector. The
Award recognises not only past and present achievements, but
also leadership in and scholarly contribution to teaching and
learning. The awardees are expected to become "ambassadors of
good teaching" and collectively make a real and sustained impact
in promoting teaching excellence. A total of 19 nominations were
received from UGC-funded universities for the 2021 Award. They
were assessed by an expert Selection Panel with both local and
non-local members. The three award recipients in 2021 were —

General Faculty Members
Dr Koon Yee-wan, Associate Professor, Department of Art
History, School of Humanities, Faculty of Arts, HKU

Early Career Faculty Members

Professor Rhea Patricia Liem, Assistant Professor, Department
of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering, School of Engineering,
HKUST

Teams

Joint University Mental-Wellness Project Team led by
Dr Sylvia Kwok Lai Yuk-ching (Associate Professor, Department
of Social and Behavioural Sciences, CityU), with Professor
Daniel Wong Fu-keung (Professor, Department of Social Work
and Social Administration, HKU), Dr To Siu-ming (Associate
Professor, Department of Social Work, CUHK), Dr Pan Jiayan
(Associate Professor, Department of Social Work, HKBU) and
Miss Loretta Leung Mee-kuen (Assistant Director of Student
Affairs, Student Affairs Office, EQUHK) as team members

Each recipient was awarded a grant of $500,000, including
$450,000 for undertaking learning and teaching initiatives for
the benefit of their own universities and the entire sector and
a cash award of $50,000. The 2021 UGC Teaching Award
Presentation Ceremony was held on 28 September 2021.
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The then Chairman of the UGC, Mr Carlson Tong
(right), presented the 2021 UGC Teaching Award
for General Faculty Members to Dr Koon Yee-wan.
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Mr Carlson Tong (right) presented the 2021
UGC Teaching Award for Early Career Faculty
Members to Professor Rhea Patricia Liem.
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Mr Carlson Tong (third left) presented the 2021
UGC Teaching Award for Teams to the Joint
University Mental-Wellness Project Team led by
Dr Sylvia Kwok Lai Yuk-ching (third right), with
Professor Daniel Wong Fu-keung (second left),
Dr To Siu-ming (second right), Dr Pan Jiayan
(first left) and Miss Loretta Leung Mee-kuen
(first right) as team members.
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Hong Kong Teaching Excellence
Alliance

To further emphasise the importance of quality teaching and
deepen the impact of the UGC Teaching Award, the UGC
initiated the establishment of the HKTEA in 2019. With an
annual funding of $1 million from the UGC to support its
operation, HKTEA serves as a network for UGC Teaching Award
Fellows to collectively make a sustained impact on promoting
teaching excellence in and beyond the UGC sector. It allows
academics to bond, exchange ideas on teaching excellence and
provides opportunities for collaboration across disciplines and
institutions. Last year, apart from continuing to hold webinars
and invite speakers to share their teaching experiences,
HKTEA has also established a Community of Practice on STEM
Education and successfully organised the first Gala Dinner.
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Professor James Tang (seventh left), Secretary-General of the UGC, Professor Isabella Poon (seventh right), Chair of the
Executive Committee of the HKTEA, and Members of the Executive Committee of the HKTEA took a group photo with

representatives of UGC-funded universities at the first Gala Dinner.
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Meeting with the Chief Executive

As an annual tradition, the then Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie
Lam, met members of the UGC on 12 January 2022 in a video
conference to exchange views on the latest developments of the
higher education sector. This was the second time that this annual
meeting between Mrs Lam and the UGC had to be held online
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. The then Secretary for
Education, Mr Kevin Yeung, and the then Secretary for Innovation
and Technology, Mr Alfred Sit, also attended the meeting.

The then UGC Chairman, Mr Carlson Tong, briefed Mrs Lam
on the progress of the UGC’s major initiatives, including the
Planning Exercise for the 2022-25 triennium, the RAE 2020
and the renewal of UAAs. He thanked the Government for
approving the recurrent grants to the eight UGC-funded
universities in the 2022-25 triennium as recommended by the
UGC following a constructive process with the eight institutions,
taking into account the planning parameters promulgated by the
Government. Mr Tong also briefed Mrs Lam on the progress of
the various initiatives in strengthening the universities’ research
capacity put forward by her 2021 Policy Address, including
the establishment of a working group by the UGC to review
the feasibility of increasing the number of publicly-funded RPg
student places. The RGC would also allocate additional funding
from the REF to step up support for research activities in the
UGC-funded universities.

Mrs Lam expressed her gratitude to the UGC under the
leadership of Mr Tong for serving as an effective communication
channel between the Government and the UGC-funded
universities over the years. In particular, she commended the
eight UGC-funded universities for their outstanding performance
in the RAE 2020 announced by the UGC last year, which had
since been publicised through local media to stimulate more
interest in quality research in local universities. She was
pleased to learn that a great majority of non-local students in
the UGC-funded universities had returned to campus through
efforts made by the institutions.
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Looking ahead, Mrs Lam said that she was confident that
Hong Kong's higher education would scale new heights, and
apart from making great strides in education and technological
achievement could also contribute to raising Hong Kong's
international profile through networking with overseas and
Mainland institutions, enroliment of more students from overseas
and participation in regional or international organisations.

This was the fifth annual meeting held by Mrs Lam with the UGC
during her term of office and was attended by the Chairman and
all local and overseas members.
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The then Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam (second right), met members of the University Grants Committee on 12
January 2022 in a video conference to exchange views on the latest developments of the higher education sector. Also
present were the then Secretary for Education, Mr Kevin Yeung; the then Secretary for Innovation and Technology, Mr
Alfred Sit (first right); and the Permanent Secretary for Education, Ms Michelle Li.
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