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In an age of rapid globalisation and intense regional and
international competition, the UGC sees more extensive
internationalisation and deeper engagement with the Mainland
for our next generation as key to Hong Kong’s future. The UGC
believes that in addition to strengthening their engagement with
the Mainland to open up more opportunities for their students in
the national context, UGC-funded universities should also equip
them with a global vision and the necessary knowledge, skills
and mindset.

The UGC recognises that internationalisation and engagement
with the mainland may come in many forms, including
international/mainland strategies, networks, curriculum
development, research collaboration, non-local student
recruitment and integration, and faculty recruitment. Therefore,
the UGC has always encouraged and will continue to
encourage, universities to internationalise and strengthen their
relationships with mainland partners in ways that fit their own
institutional context.

Over the years, the UGC and our universities have identified
areas of strengths in our higher education sector regarding
further internationalisation and engagement with the
Mainland, including strong leadership, international faculty,
substantial percentage of non-local students and relative open-
mindedness of local students to non-local students. There are
great opportunities for universities to further develop the two
initiatives.
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Broadening Students’ Horizons

Hong Kong’s future critically depends upon the national and
international capabilities and outlook of our students. Attracting
quality non-local students to study in Hong Kong will further
enrich our higher education sector and increase the exposure
of our local students to more diverse cultural perspectives. The
UGC has allocated $50 million since 2019 to support universities
in organising different types of initiatives to enhance students'
learning experience outside Hong Kong, such as exchange
programmes, internships, service learning, entrepreneurship
and innovation activities, etc. The universities are also
encouraged to organise activities for integration of local and non-
local students on campus. In the 2021/22 AY, about 13.3% of
local undergraduate students have been provided with formal
or experiential learning experience outside Hong Kong as
recognised by the universities since enrollment. In addition, the
universities organised virtual mode of exchange and experience
activities for students during the pandemic. According to
figures provided by the universities, in the 2021/22 AY, there
are 406 students participated in Hong Kong’s virtual exchange
programmes and 353 local students participated in virtual
exchange programmes in other places respectively.

Furthermore, organisation of student exchange programmes in
collaboration with institutions around the world not only could
help students broaden their horizons, but also strengthen the
international connection of the universities in Hong Kong. As of
the end of November 2021, the UGC-funded universities have
signed over 2 500 exchange agreements with institutions around
the world. Even though the COVID-19 pandemic has seriously
affected the plan of student exchange programmes, we are
pleased to note that the number of students from around the
world for exchange in Hong Kong has gradually recovered from
237 in the 2020/21 AY to 2 189 in the 2021/22 AY, while those
leaving Hong Kong for exchange has recovered from 284 to 3873
concurrently.
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Chart 1: Distribution of Incoming Exchange by Place of Origin, 2021/22 AY
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Chart 2: Distribution of Outgoing Exchange by Destination, 2021/22AY
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Enrolment of Non-local Students

To sustain the continuing development of Hong Kong,
attracting and retaining non-local talents to live and work in
our city, who will enhance the quality of our population and
our overall competitiveness, is important. Currently, non-
local students may enroll in UGC-funded taught programmes
on self-financing basis. It should be noted that all non-local
students of UGC-funded taught programmes do not receive
public funding, and that the number of such non-local students
is accounted for separately from local student places so as to
ensure that study opportunities for local students will not be
affected. The non-local student enrolment ceiling for publicly-
funded taught programmes (i.e. at sub-degree, undergraduate
and taught postgraduate levels) of UGC-funded universities
is at a level equivalent to 20% of the approved local student
places by study level. The number of non-local students
pursuing UGC-funded taught programmes in the 2021/22 AY
was 13 383.
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Chart 3: Non-local Student Enrolment (Headcount) of UGC-funded Taught Programmes by

Place of Origin, in 2021/22 AY
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Chart 4: Non-local Student Enrolment (Headcount) of UGC-funded Taught Programmes by
University and Place of Origin, 2021/22 AY
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Joining Hands with Universities

The UGC provided a total of $23 million to Heads of
Universities Committee (HUCOM) Standing Committee
on Internationalisation (HUCOMSCI) in 2019-22 triennium
for setting up the Hong Kong Pavilion in the annual major
international conferences with networking events or
receptions; participating recruitment trips; and launching a
digital marketing campaign to promote the “Study in Hong
Kong” brand. Moreover, in order to promote collaboration
between Mainland and Hong Kong universities, the UGC
provided HUCOMSCI with a total of $9.238 million in 2019-22
triennium for organising exchange and collaborative activities
under the three Mainland-Hong Kong university alliances with
an aim to enable the universities to explore new markets and
attract more non-local students from different regions as well
as to promote the UGC sector as a united front.

Owing to the travel restrictions caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, many international conferences and overseas
recruitment trips in 2020/21 AY were cancelled. The UGC
appreciated that HUCOMSCI has adjusted their work plan with
UGC'’s advice and redeploy resources as appropriate within
the triennium to sustain their promotion endeavors.
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