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The year 2021-22 was a challenging year for Hong Kong and its
higher education sector, with waves of COVID-19 resurgences
persisted. Yet, throughout these trying times, our universities
have demonstrated resilience in addressing these challenges.
In fact, our university colleagues not only successfully delivered
exceptional teaching and research by continuously embracing
innovative virtual learning strategies, but also contributed
immensely to the government's infectious diseases prevention
and control endeavors. They have truly showcased their
unwavering commitment to serving the community. The UGC
would like to pay tributes to all in the higher education sector for
holding the fort throughout this hard battle.

Notwithstanding the challenges, the flagship initiatives of
the UGC have achieved fruition. The UGC concluded the
Planning Exercise for the 2022-23 to 2024-25 triennium
(2022-25 triennium) and submitted our recommendations to
the Government in October 2021, which culminated in the
Government'’s approval of the triennial funding of $63.2 billion
for the eight UGC-funded universities in January 2022. In the
current round of the Planning Exercise, the Government has
identified four Strategic Directions for the UGC-funded sector in
the 2022-25 triennium. The UGC has accordingly taken up a
more proactive role in guiding universities to better fulfill the policy
objectives and societal needs in their academic planning for the
next three years. We have also adopted a more data-driven
approach in this Planning Exercise for a more systematic, fair
and transparent mechanism. We hope that our universities could
continue to nurture talents who possess knowledge in different
fields so as to synergise Hong Kong’s various advantages and
further strengthen our competitiveness.
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On student support, riding on the remarkable achievements
attained by our outstanding athletes in the Tokyo 2020 Olympic
Games, Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games and the 14th National
Games, as well as the announcement that Hong Kong will co-
host the 15th National Games with Guangdong and Macao in
2025, the UGC launched the Student-Athlete Learning Support
and Admission Scheme (SALSA Scheme) in early 2022 to
support outstanding athletes who aspire to pursue dual-track
career developments in the eight UGC-funded universities in
the 2022-25 triennium. The scheme has been a great success
in assisting outstanding student-athletes to pursue both their
academic studies and their athletic careers.

On research, the public release of the Research Assessment
Exercise (RAE) 2020 results in May 2021 has been a most
celebrated achievement on the quality of Hong Kong’s academic
research. The encouraging results once again highlighted the
world-class standing of our universities’ research performance,
which has grown from strength to strength compared with six
years ago. These results are also a testament to the hard work
and commitment of our outstanding researchers’ dedication to
excellence over the years. In addition, the UGC and Research
Grants Council (RGC) launched the second round COVID-19
and Novel Infectious Disease Research Exercise under the
Collaborative Research Fund (CRF). The funded projects
straddled over social, economic, engineering, business and
humanities disciplines. We look forward to their contributions to
the betterment of society.
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During the year, three of our veteran members, Sir David Eastwood,
Sir Howard Newby and Dr Kim Mak, completed their terms of
appointment and retired from the UGC after years of providing wise
counsel and leadership to us. Their tremendous contributions will
have lasting impact across many aspects of the higher education in
Hong Kong. The UGC would also like to bid farewell to Professor
Horace Ip, Professor Richard Saller, Professor Joshua Mok and
Ms Carol Yang, and thank them for their invaluable advice and
contribution to the UGC over the past years. At the same time, a
number of new Members who have joined our UGC family over the
past few months, they are (in alphabetical order of last name) —

» Professor David Cardwell
Pro-Vice Chancellor for Strategy and Planning of the University
of Cambridge

» Dr Benjamin Chan
Principal of Hong Kong Baptist University Affiliated School
Wong Kam Fai Secondary and Primary School

» Professor Ka Yee Lee
Provost of University of Chicago

* Professor Sir Anton Muscatelli
Principal and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Glasgow

* Professor Wong Wing-tak
Deputy President and Provost of the Hong Kong Polytechnic
University

In closing, the UGC would like to thank everyone who served
on our sub-committees, working groups and task forces, as
well as RGC and Quality Assurance Council (QAC), for their
wholehearted guidance, valuable advice and continued support
to the Committee.
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