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Presentation Ceremony of
2020 UGC Teaching Award

The UGC held the Presentation Ceremony of the 2020 UGC
Teaching Award in a closed-door format on 28 September 2020
to honour academics in the UGC sector for their outstanding
teaching performance and achievements, as well as their
leadership in and scholarly contribution to teaching and
learning within and across universities. The 2020 awards were
given to awardees under three categories: (1) general faculty
members; (2) early career faculty members; and (3) teams.
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Mr Carlson Tong, Chairman of the UGC, and Professor James Tang, Secretary-General of the UGC, took a group photo with the
recipients of the 2020 UGC Teaching Award at the Presentation Ceremony. (From left) Professor Siu Cheung Kong, Mr David
Seungwoo Lee, Professor Carmen Wong, Mr Carlson Tong, Dr Eva Y W Wong, Dr Andrew Morrall, Professor Siu Yin Cheung, Professor
Lai Chuen Paul Lam and Professor James Tang.
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Engagement session on the one-off
funding initiatives to support research
projects on COVID-19 and other novel
infectious diseases

In response to the COVID-19 epidemic, the UGC and the RGC
allocated a one-off additional funding of $150 million and $100
million respectively under the Collaborative Research Fund and
the Theme-based Research Scheme to support the UGC-funded
sector in conducting research related to COVID-19 and other
novel infectious diseases. An engagement session on the one-
off funding initiatives was held on 1 June 2020 via ZOOM. The
session received very positive responses from the local research
community and was attended by over 40 representatives
from Research Offices and researchers of the UGC-funded
universities.

RAE Panel Assessment Meetings under
COVID-19 Pandemic

Due to the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, RAE 2020 was
the first time for such a complicated assessment process to be
conducted entirely in virtual settings internationally. During
the meeting process, panel members connected and discussed
via Zoom meetings at their respective locations under different
time zones for a collective decision on the assessment.
Throughout the six-month panel discussion period, the
Secretariat had provided active and intensive support to the
panels to ensure a rigorous, credible and robust assessment
process. All panel assessment meetings were successfully
completed by January 2021.
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UGC Conf Suite
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With the support and advice from RAEG Group, RAE team worked effectively to support panels in conducting assessment meetings
virtually throughout the six-month panel discussion period.
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Under the challenge of the COVID-19 pandemic, 13 RAE panels T EBRESEBEHRET 13 @

conducted assessment meetings in virtual mode during August /AR 2020 £ 8 AE 2021 £ 1
2020 to January 2021 with dedicated effort to complete the BHEIR » AL SHETHLEBRE
demanding assessment process. 25 THRRENFEIE-
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Creative Arts, Performing Arts & Design Panel B8] Z&1if + RBEEM & 25T E /A
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Meeting with the Chief Executive

As an annual tradition, the Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam,
met members of the UGC again on 14 January 2021 in a video
conference to exchange views on the latest developments
of the higher education sector. The UGC Chairman briefed
the Chief Executive on the concerted efforts by the UGC and
the universities to fight the COVID-19 pandemic and adapt
to the "new normal" with an online teaching and learning
environment when most face-to-face classes are suspended.

The Chief Executive expressed her gratitude to the UGC
Chairman and all members for the tremendous efforts they
have made during an unprecedented challenging environment
brought by the COVID-19 pandemic. She said this was her
fourth annual meeting with the UGC and she was pleased
to note sterling progress made on each and every initiative
announced in her previous Policy Addresses to promote Hong
Kong's higher education sector. She was particularly grateful
to the research and expert support given to the Government
by UGC-funded institutions in the enduring battle against
the pandemic. She also briefed UGC members on the Global
STEM Professorship Scheme she announced in the 2020 Policy
Address and looked to members for their support, in particular
overseas members, in identifying suitable talents to come
to teach and conduct research in UGC-funded institutions.
Mrs Lam also remarked that the city's quality universities
represented Hong Kong's strengths in national, regional and
global contexts, and she was appreciative of the vision and
commitment of some institutions planning to set up a new
campus in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.
The Government would continue to render support to such

endeavours.
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The Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam (right), met members of the University Grants Committee today (January 14) in a video
conference to exchange views on the latest developments of the higher education sector. Also present was the Secretary for
Education, Mr Kevin Yeung (left).
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