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Communications / Interface with ARST SR Sy ]
Stakeholders

UGC Members’ Visits to Chinese University of Hong AEGZRBANVIFTEBEPLKRE (E
Kong (Shenzhen) (CUHK(SZ)) U]))

UGC Members visited the Chinese University of Hong HEGRENR2019%5H23HF 5
Kong (Shenzhen) (CUHK(SZ)) on 23 May 2019, and met the H SRS (BRI (B R (BRIN)) > BASR
President of CUHK(SZ) Professor Xu Yangsheng, the senior RGHEBZ EHE AFANB R
management, faculty members and students to learn about B w7 RGEY) R R
the development of CUHK(SZ); and to exchange views on RN =R = DN 1
nurturing talents and promoting scientific research by the MRMERER HEFGRBINLS
higher education sectors in the mainland and Hong Kong. B E - RS EEME - 2AE
UGC Members also visited the CUHK(SZ) campus, including ERBREEE-

the university library, student hostels, and laboratories, etc.
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UGC Members visit the CUHK(SZ) and take group photos with the representatives of the UGC Members visit the university library, Applied

CUHK(SZ). Spintronics Laboratory and the Kobilka Cryo-Electron
Microscopy Center.
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Presentation Ceremony of 2019
UGC Teaching Award cum Launching
Ceremony of Hong Kong Teaching
Excellence Alliance

The UGC held the Presentation Ceremony of the 2019 UGC
Teaching Award on 10 October 2019 to honour academics in
the UGC sector for their outstanding teaching performance
and achievements, as well as their leadership in and
scholarly contribution to teaching and learning within and
across universities. The 2019 awards were given to awardees
under three categories: (1) general faculty members; (2) early
career faculty members; and (3) teams. In addition, at the
Presentation Ceremony, the Hong Kong Teaching Excellence
Alliance (HKTEA), which is a network for UGC Teaching
Award Fellows initiated by the UGC, was also launched.
Over 150 guests, including the Council Chairmen and Heads
of the UGC-funded universities, senior management members
responsible for teaching quality in the universities, as well as
award nominees and other outstanding teaching staff, joined
the event to celebrate the achievements of the three award
recipients and the launching of HKTEA.
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Mr Carlson Tong, Chairman of the UGC, Professor Jan Thomas, Chair of the Selection Panel, Professor James Tang, Secretary-General of the UGC, and
Members of the Selection Panel take a group photo with the recipients of the 2019 UGC Teaching Award at the Presentation Ceremony. (From left)
Professor James Tang, Dr Julian Tanner, Dr Xiao Hu, Professor Darwin Lau, Dr Tushar Chaudhuri, Professor Gray Kochhar-Lindgren, Mr Matthew Pryor,
Professor Gina Marchetti, Professor Jan Thomas, Dr Don Westerheijden, Mr Carlson Tong, Ms Carol Yang and Professor Daniel Shek.
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Panel Chairs’ Sharing Session with
Representatives of Research Offices

(ROs) and Researchers

The newly organised Panel Chairs’ Sharing Session with
Representatives of ROs and Researchers of the UGC-funded
Universities held on 5 December 2019 was well received. The
Panel Chairs explained the selection criteria of the funding
schemes and answered the questions raised by representatives
of ROs and researchers to improve transparency of the
selection mechanism. The Panel Chairs also listened to the
views and suggestions made by representatives of ROs and
researchers for refinement of the selection mechanism in the

future.

Research

Symposium on the Review of the Research Grants

Council (Phase II)

The Symposium on the Review of RGC (Phase II) was
successfully held on 15 July 2019 during which the interim
About

The interim

recommendations of the review were presented.
160 participants attended the Symposium.

recommendations were well received by the audience and

they had a fruitful exchange of views with the speakers.
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Professor Benjamin W. Wah, Chairman of the RGC,
spoke at the Symposium on the Review of the RGC
(Phase II) on 15 July 2019.
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Research Grants Council — Public
Lectures

To promote the work of the UGC and the RGC and the
achievements of the research community in Hong Kong, the
RGC has been organising public lectures on a regular basis
since April 2009.

In 2019, three public lectures in six sessions were held in
July and December at the Hong Kong Science Museum and

the Hong Kong Central Library covering the achievements of

RGC competitive funding schemes in various disciplines.

‘ FINTECH HUBS WORLDWIDE

HUB INDICATORS OF THE TOP § FINTECH ECOSYSTEMS
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Professor Timothy Kwok, Department of Medicine
& Therapeutics, CUHK, delivered a talk entitled
“Prevention of dementia” at the Hong Kong Central
Library.
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Professor Tam Kar Yan, Dean of Business and
Management, HKUST, delivered a talk entitled
“Contributing to the Development of Hong Kong into
a Global Fintech Hub”
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Hong Kong Pavilion

To provide opportunities for the universities to work together
in promoting Hong Kong’s higher education sector as a single

brand, the eight UGC-funded universities participated in the

Association of International Educators Annual Conference
& Expo in Washington D.C. in May 2019 and the European
Association for International Education Conference in

Helsinki in September 2019. A Hong Kong Pavilion for the

sector was set up.
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The Hong Kong pavilion at the EAIE 2019 in
Helsinki.
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The Hong Kong pavilion at the NAFSA 2019 in
Washington D.C..
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Meeting with the Chief Executive

As an annual tradition, the Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam,
met members of the UGC at Government House on 10 January
2020 to exchange views on the latest developments of the
higher education sector, including the nurturing of talents,
support for research activities as well as the challenges ahead.
The UGC Chairman also briefed the Chief Executive on the
universities” measures to ensure the safety and readiness of

campuses for the start of the second semester.

The Chief Executive expressed her gratitude to some 20
overseas and local members of the UGC under the leadership
of the Chairman, for their valuable advice to the Government
on the allocation of funding to the funded universities and the
strategic development of higher education in Hong Kong. She
was pleased to note the progress made in various initiatives
to enhance the research capacity of Hong Kong launched
by the current term of Government over the past two years,
such as an injection into the Research Endowment Fund,
the launch of the Research Matching Grant Scheme and the
establishment of three new research fellowship schemes.
A number of overseas members said that despite the social
unrest in Hong Kong in the past seven months, the research
work generally remained normal, reflecting the strength of
the universities. Some local members also expressed concern

about the recruitment of local and non-local staff and students

in the future following the social unrest.
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The Chairman thanked the Chief Executive for her tremendous
support for the UGC-funded sector over the past few years.
The UGC will continue to spare no efforts in performing its
role as a bridge between the Government and the universities,
and providing expert advice to the Government on the funding

and strategic development of higher education in Hong Kong.
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The Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam (first row, centre); the Secretary for Education, Mr Kevin Yeung (first row, third right); the Chairman of the UGC,
Mr Carlson Tong (first row, third left); and members of the UGC were pictured at Government House.
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