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Teaching is the core mission and duty of our higher education
institutions. The UGC is committed to safeguarding and promoting
the quality of UGC-Hunded universities and their activities. The QAC,
which is a semi-autonomous non-statutory body under the aegis
of UGC, provides third-party oversight. One of the QAC's core
operational tasks is to conduct quality audits of individual UGC-
funded universities fo assure the quality of the educational experience
in all programmes af the levels of sub-degree, first degree and above
(however funded), with due regard fo universities' autonomy and self-
accrediting stafus.

Apart from quality assurance, the UGC is also committed o enhancing
teaching methods and student leaming outcomes, and the language
proficiency of students. To this end, the UGC provides universities
with the Teaching Development and Llanguage Enhancement Grant,
and implements other relevant initiatives. The UGC will continue to
explore initiatives to facilitate the further enhancement of teaching
and leamning.

Quality Audits

The QAC's approach fo quality audits stems from the recogpnition that
universities have distinct and varied missions, reflecting the UGC's
vision of a differentiated vyet interlocking higher education sysfem.
Recognising that each university has objectives appropriate o ifs
mission, the QAC defines quality in terms of “Finess for Purpose”,
where universities have different purposes that reflect their missions
and the role statements they have agreed with the UGC. The QAC
sees itself as forming a partnership with universities in assuring and
enhancing the quality of student leaming experience, for the benefit
of all concermned.

The QAC completed the first round of audits of the eight UGC-
funded institutions in 2011, and conducted ifs second audit cycle in
2015 and 2016. The quality audits are conducted by independent
Audit Panels appointed by the QAC, which consist of local and non-
local academics as well as lay auditors (where appropriate). For the
second audit cycle, as endorsed by the QAC and UGC, the Audit
Reports of HKUST, CUHK, and HKBU were published in 2015-16,
the Audit Reports of HKU, LU, CityU and PolyU were published in
2016-17, while the Audit Report of EdUHK was published in 2017
18. All published Audit Reports have been made available on the
QAC website for public inspection.
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Audit Report of EJUHK of the second audit cycle
BREE_MERLENGERS

Prior to 2016, the QAC's audit activities only covered first degree
programmes and above, however funded, offered by UGCHunded
universities. In 2016, the UGC has assumed the role of the overseeing
body of the external quality audits on the sub-degree operations of
the UGCHunded universities, with the involvement of the QAC as the
audit operator. The QAC sub-degree audit cycle has commenced in
end 2016 with the promulgation of the Audit Manual. Audit Visits to
CUHK, HKBU and HKU were conducted in 2017-18. It is expected
that audit visits fo all of the seven UGCHunded universities offering
sub-degree programmes' will be completed by early 2019.

Teaching and Learning
Teaching Development and language Enhancement Grant

Annual provision of Teaching Development Grant and language
Enhancement Grant have been allocated to the UGCHunded
universities since 1994 and 1991 respectively to enhance teaching
quality and language proficiency of students. In the 2016-19
friennium, these two grants have been combined as the Teaching
Development and Llanguage Enhancement Grant (TDLEG) to provide
greater flexibility to universities to decide on the best use of the
funding. A total of $512.8 million has been earmarked for the TDIEG
in the 2016-19 friennium.
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With no sub-degree programme offered, HKUST does not participate in the QAC sub-degree audit cycle.
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Funding Scheme for Teaching and leaming
Related Proposals in the 2016-19 Triennium

In the 2016-19 triennium, the UGC has allocated a competitive funding
of $179 million in total under the “Funding Scheme for Teaching and
Llearning Related Proposals in the 2016-19 Triennium” (the Funding
Scheme) to incentivise UGCHunded universities in exploring and
developing further in the sectorwide strategic areas of teaching
and leaming, language enhancement and infernationalisation.
There are four themes under the Funding Scheme: (i) Innovation;
(i) Enhancement of student learning experience; (i) Enhancement
of internationalisation and engagement with Mainland China; and
(iv) Language enhancement. The universities submitted 89 proposals
under the Funding Scheme, among which UGC has supported 38
of the proposals with a fotal project cost of about $256 million. Al
of these projects are on-going in 2017-18.

UGC Teaching Award

The annual UGC Teaching Award was infroduced in 2011 to honour
those who excel in teaching in the UGC sector. The Award does
nof only recognise past and present teaching performance and
achievements, but also the teachers' leadership in and scholarly
confribution fo feaching and leaming within and across universities.
The awardees are expected to become "ambassadors of good
teaching" to collectively make a real and sustained impact in
promoting teaching excellence. 21 nominations were received from
UGCHunded universities for the 2017 Award. They were assessed
by a Selection Panel comprising UGC/QAC Members, a former
award recipient and an external infernational expert. The three
award recipients in 2017 were —

030

#HEAEEBNETE] (2016-19 =4FH )

FE2016-19=F R » HE S HHEEE B
2| (2016-19=445) | (&EBhatEl) FHER
1792 T PR EKRE » DI BIREMTAE
—SHEEEHELE « BA BN RAB S
RIS M ST R - BBEHEIRB LU TIUESR
BEMETERE © (I)BIFT ; (I IRFA2AERTEER ; (i)
PR A B O th BB 5 LUK (iv) 3R FHEE SCAE
7 o BRAREHIER T 80 1EI1=E - Hh38EIE
Bt EEHEeBNED - BEFEIERERY
256270  BEEEBIEBFEIE201-18FED
T o

i)

A BB H B

B
i

HESHE0NFHEEFERESHHHES -
PR ZHE & BB RIR A YA © %
RIENERGHRAMEBELIRENH BRI
Bogh - INEEMPERBRING R ZERED
EFTRIRNES T HMATEHINEMER - 3
PMHALBRERRBEEHEBERE] - HRARE
BHEFUREEENHANTES - 122017
FHGERHERD  GHRBHERT 21ER
2 (RENCHAES/ERBKE - —RAIF
REL—RINEEEERTEANEERE S
EITIE o 2017/FN=RBRER—



Ceneral Faculty Members/Teams

Professor Emily Chan
Professor of the Jockey Club School of Public Health and Primary
Care, Faculty of Medicine of CUHK;

The CityU team led by Professor Gary Feng (Associate Provost
(Academic Planning and Undergraduate Education)), with Professor
Cheng Shuk-han (Chair Professor of Molecular Medicine), Dr Ron
Kwok [Associate Professor of Information Systems), Dr Linda Lai
(Associate Professor of the School of Creative Media) and Dr Eva
Lui (Special Assistant and Manager (Boards and Committees)) as
team members: and

Early Career Faculty Members

Professor Suzanne So
Assistant Professor of the Department of Psychology of CUHK

Fach recipient was awarded a grant of $500,000 for, inter dlia,
undertaking learning and teaching initiatives for the benefit of their
own universities and the entire sector. The Presentation Ceremony of

the 2017 UGC Teaching Award was held on 7 September 2017
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Mr Carlson Tong, Chairman of the UGC, and Members of the Selection Panel take a group photc

tion Ceremony.
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