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In an age of rapid globalisation and intense regional
and international competition, the UGC sees
internationalisation and engagement with Mainland
China as the key to Hong Kong’s future, and believes
that it should be actively pursued by the UGC-funded
institutions.

To map the way forward and set priorities for
internationalisation and engagement with Mainland China,
the UGC convened a series of strategic dialogues in 2012
with the Heads of Universities Committee (HUCOM) and
the institutions. Through the dialogues, the UGC and the
institutions have achieved better understanding on the
importance of the two initiatives and the best practices
in pursuing them, having regard to institutional autonomy
and the institutions’ plans and policies that are already in
place.

After completion of the strategic dialogues, the UGC
has identified a number of strengths of the institutions in
developing the two initiatives, including, among others,
strong leadership, international faculty, substantial
percentage of non-local students and relative open-
mindedness of local students to non-local students. At
the same time, there are tremendous opportunities for
institutions to further develop the two initiatives.

In order to motivate the UGC-funded institutions
to enhance their pursuit of internationalisation and
engagement with Mainland China with a view to
embedding the initiative as part and parcel of the culture
and mindset of the entire UGC sector, the UGC rolled
out a “tripartite” funding scheme (involving funding from
the Education Bureau, UGC and the eight institutions)
of $30 million to support four new initiatives on
internationalisation in the 2013/14 and 2014/15 academic
years. Four initiatives originated from the strategic
dialogues were implemented. The initiatives included (i)
funding 94 student-initiated projects or initiatives that
encourage multi-cultural integration; (i) setting up a Hong
Kong Pavilion in international education conferences to
promote Hong Kong’s higher education sector as a united
entity; (iii) establishing a sector-wide search engine to
provide easier access to information of institutions and
programmes they offer for prospective students; and (iv)
subsidising 1,063 financially-needy students to travel
to places outside Hong Kong for exchange activities.
Institutions responded positively to the scheme.

University Grants Committee

REYEEHZEE

EEIML 2 REBR & & A B R 55 5
MBENFER  HESRE ERABHK
bR nog A a)EE - HEBRRK
EREE BEHESEPRRIER
15 5% B AR THE ©

7T wh BB b 2 B2 N 4 0 o& 58 B2 HY 4
TR ARER  TFEHEEE
W BEER2012FBABREE R
ERRERT —RIRBEHEEE - &
BERKRE EIEMRRIE G EA
BRI ATIR T - 2UE & B0 i 58 B
MEE LA ESTTNEZEE R
B R TMOE - BUSHE— S -

REEMYEEERE  HESHERRR
EEEMESIH A EASEME B
ZRINTEMNEEE  REHAS
A HE A B 15— E LB IEARH
B PRAEENIEABLER
HEBER - B SERIMDERKE
MEEMERHE—SHE -

ABTEEBECERERENEEE
BUFR(b & B b 1 o8 i 8 - LAHRE R%
BomABERES R LER
o HEEHE THZFBZINEY
B (BRREHRER #HEG RN
AN BT#) - & B B #3,0008 7T’ £
2013/14%2014/158F L 1R N8 A 78
BB L 3T i - 2 W IER B RE
HaEMEEEHEESE -F— &8
AEmELTE  FEZTX@mA
WEBSEE - F- HESEHERE
BEeRRVEEE  HEEEEEE
SEHER - FZ RUBERERES

B OEEERERENEBELTEZES
BHERRERENEAN - FH - &Y
1,063% B E 2L FEI2HET RIE
&) o iR YT IR ELEM o



INTERNATIONALISATION AND ENGAGEMENT WITH MAINLAND CHINA

[P 1 b % B2 1A 3t N 520 22 22

With the good results achieved, the institutions continued
to set up the Hong Kong Pavilion at international
education conferences in 2015/16 academic year. Other
promotional efforts such as the sector-wide search engine
also continued.

In the 2016-19 triennium, the UGC will set aside $17.5
million (to be matched with funds from institutions) under
a new one-off teaching and learning funding scheme
to incentivise institutions in exploring and developing
further in the enhancement of internationalisation and
engagement with the Mainland. Emphasis will be put
on the development and implementation of (i) strategies
for the broader enhancement of internationalisation and
engagement with the Mainland; (ii) holistic strategies/
programmes to enhance student integration; and (iii)
strategies/programmes to enrich the learning experience
of commuting local students. $12 million has also been
earmarked for universities to continue to set up a Hong
Kong Pavilion in international education conferences.

Hong Kong’s future critically depends upon the
international capabilities and outlook of our students.
Attracting quality non-local students to study in Hong
Kong will further internationalise our higher education
sector and increase the exposure of our local students.
Moreover, attracting and retaining non-local talents to live
and work in Hong Kong will enhance the quality of our
population and the overall competitiveness of Hong Kong
in the long run.

In terms of non-local student recruitment, the non-local
student quota for publicly-funded programmes at the sub-
degree, degree and taught postgraduate levels of UGC-
funded institutions is at 20% of the approved student
number targets by level.

In 2015/16, the eight institutions recruited a total of
2 562 first-year-first-degree (FYFD) non-local students
from Mainland China and other places, accounting for
about 17% of the planned intake. It is certainly a leap
from the 1% and the 11% as recorded in 2001/02 and
2008/09 respectively.
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Chart 1: Non-local Student Enrolment (Headcount) of UGC-funded Programmes,
2008/09 to 2015/16
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Notes: 1. Figures in brackets denote percentages of non-local students to total student enrolment.
2. To tie in with the implementation of the new academic structure, UGC-funded institutions admitted two cohorts of students under the old and new
academic structures in the 2012/13 academic year.
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Chart 2: Non-local Student Number of UGC-funded Programmes by Place of
Origin, 2014/15 and 2015/16
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Chart 3: Non-local Student Enrolment (Headcount) of UGC-funded Programmes
by Institution and Place of Origin, 2015/16
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Chart 4: Distribution of Incoming Exchange Students by Place of Origin, 2014/15
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Chart5: Distribution of Outgoing Exchange Students by Destination, 2014/15
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