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Since its inception in September 2012, the “3+3+4” new
academic structure has been implemented in the UGC
sector for four years. The first batch of students studying
under the “3+3+4” academic structure will graduate
in the 2015/16 academic year. They have benefitted
from the additional year of the carefully re-engineered
undergraduate curriculum that helped them better prepare
themselves for future careers and further study. These
students are now proceeding to the end of their final year
of study. Broad-based admission mechanisms have been
adopted by most of the institutions to admit students
to the academic faculty or school, instead of specific
programmes. Under these arrangements, students would
be given the flexibility to defer their choice of a major/
specific programme to a later stage of their study, which
offers them an opportunity to have a taste of different
subjects in their first year of studies before choosing their
majors in the sophomore year.

Capital Works

The implementation of the new normative four-year
undergraduate programme resulted in a substantial
increase in the overall undergraduate enrolment at the
UGC-funded institutions. With the Legislative Council’s
approval of $5.84 billion, the UGC-funded institutions
carried out a number of capital works projects to provide
additional teaching and learning facilities in support of the
new academic structure. All these capital works projects
have been completed.

In 2015-16, the UGC also supported 5 projects under the
Alterations, Additions, Repairs and Improvements block
allocation with a total estimated cost of $105 million for
institutions to carry out consequential works related to
their “3+3+4” capital projects and improvement works to
their existing facilities necessary for the implementation of
the new four-year academic structure.

University Grants Committee
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