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The new academic structure has been implemented for almost
two years. According to the institutions, the operation of the
NAS was considered generally smooth, especially during the
commencement stage. The major reason of such a smooth
migration is perhaps due to the sufficient preparation of, and a
robust contingency plan put in place by, the institutions.

UGC-funded institutions have so far admitted two groups of Hong
Kong Diploma of Secondary Education graduates for the 2012/13
and 2013/14 academic years. These students are now proceeding
to either the third year or second year of study. Some institutions
adopt broad-based student admission mechanism in admitting
students for the new four-year curriculum. Broad-based admission
means that students will first be admitted to the academic faculty
or school, instead of a specific programme, and will be given the
flexibility to defer their choice of a major/specific programme to a
later stage of their study. Such arrangement can offer students
an opportunity to have a taste in different courses in their first year
of studies before choosing their majors in the sophomore years.
According to the institutions, most of the students are assigned
to their top three choices of majors, partly because of the flexible
design of the curriculum and sufficient academic advising given to
the students.
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One of the major objectives of the new four-year curriculum was
to broaden the knowledge base of the students and infuse them
with a balanced development, sound language, other generic
skills, as well as a propensity for life-long learning. To this end,
apart from developing new academic programmes or majors,
institutions have devoted much effort in the past years to review,
revise and develop the general education (GE) programmes,
which constitute around 25% to 30% of the entire undergraduate
education, as well as incorporating other elements such as service
learning, capstone projects, experiential learning, etc. into the new
curriculum to make it more dynamic. Feedback shows that the
programmes are well received by the students, who think that
the courses can help them to extend their knowledge outside the
major studies and broaden their horizon.

The UGC has been attaching importance to the learning experience
of the students. In this regard, we have been emphasising that the
four-year curriculum is not simply to add one year to the study
period, but it should provide a platform to broaden the students’
horizon and promote their holistic development. The UGC sector
also shares such belief and has included a series of co-curricular
activities and programmes into the curricula, such as increasing
the overseas exchange-out opportunities for local students to
allow them to obtain more international experience, offering of
placement and internships so that students may acquire work-
related experience before they join the workforce. We believe that
such experiential learning will enable students to be immersed in
real-life challenges and learn through experience.
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Capital Works Projects HEARTREER

The implementation of the new normative four-year undergraduate 7 H)PH G il &2+ 2 (U A SR 12 E2012F9H
programme in September 2012 resulted in a substantial increase  #H#& - NFIEBERIEBS L2 RIZH)E
in the overall undergraduate enrolment at the UGC-funded  B824 ABUKIE - AR BIBRFNE8 48T -
institutions.  With the Legislative Council’s approval of $5.84  #t/\PTEBRETZIBEARTIZIER <R
billion, the UGC-funded institutions carried out a number of capital ~ ZEZF G ARG EGINFTZ - TEHEE
works projects to provide additional teaching and learning facilities ~ BRE5EH " BHEEFRIIAT :

in support of the new academic structure. All projects have been

completed. A full list of these projects is shown in the table below.

City University of Hong Kong Academic 3 Building
BB AR BHiHR(Z)

E@f R, Hong Kong Baptist University 2 Baptist University R‘oad Campus Development
HONG KONG BAPTIST UNIVERSITY §i%}§§7(%3 7§§ﬁ§—ﬁ$ﬁﬁﬁﬁ+§“

. s Lingnan University I:lew Academic Block and Student Hostel
®tnonop s ol 3 mnEAgERiEs

4 An Integrated Teaching Building
FEHBERE
Centralized General Research Lab Complex
5 (Block 1) at Area 39
FIBAR AR ER KAZ (1)

The Chinese University

RS Soh - of Hong Kong
o E Y kB Extension to the existing University Library at
6 Central Campus
RRREREAZEEHEEELRE
7 Student Amenity Centre
BAEB D
The Hong Kong
RN\ e . . . Phase 8 Deyelopment
q& Polytechnic University 8 % \HIR R B

EBEITRE

The Hong Kong University of 9 Extension to the existing Academic Building

o =wx . £3 =
) RROCI Science And Technology RERBARIRELR
AND TECHNOLOGY F BRI A e 10 New Academic Building
B RE
== S The University of Hong Kong 11 Centennial Campus Phase 1

o). THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG A S BRAERESE 15
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CityU’s
Academic 3 Building
BFRMMAZEME (=)

LU’s new Academic Block
and Student Hostel
ERABRHHERNEBELRES

HKBU'’s Baptist University Road
Campus Development
BEREABREABEREERTE

CUHK'’s an Integrated Teaching Building
BERNABRRAHBERE

CUHK'’s Centralized General Research
Laboratory Complex (Block 1) in Area 39
BEBPXARZEIRGERAERAE (F1E)
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CUHK'’s Student Amenity Centre
BAEHNKRBEEFHHL

CUHK'’s extension to the
existing University

Library at Central Campus
BEPXRENARE
REESHRFEEZIRRE

HKUST's extension to the
existing Academic Building
BB RARBHYERNEERTE

PolyU’s Phase 8 Development
BEBEIAREE \HERE

HKU’s Centennial Campus Phase 1
BAREREAFRESE1H

HKUST’s new
Academic Building
ENCTEEPUNFIE E YN

In 2013-14, the UGC also supported 12 Alterations, Additions,  2013-14%F & ZE FIN s H5 [ 12188452 »
Repairs and Improvements projects with a total estimated cost M EERBSETRIAR  RERETT
of $300 million for institutions to carry out consequential works [3+3+4] RATIZIFAMEM T2 AR
related to their “3+3+4” capital projects and improvement works to ERARN EaHNFRFNTE BER
their existing facilities necessary for the implementation of the new FEHMSET

four-year academic structure.



