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Mr Philip CHEN Nan Lok, GBS, JP
Former UGC Member (April 2004 - January 2012)
Former QAC Chairman (April 2008 - January 2012)

The QAC - founded in 2007 under the aegis of the UGC - was an
initiative of the then Cchairman Dr Alice Lam. The QAC consisted
of several top academics in the world, and prominent members of
Hong Kong society.

wWe were to assure the quality of educational experience in the UGC funded
institutions was enhanced and promoted, at an internationally competitive
Tevel. we were tasked to conduct audits of the institutions and the audit
reports would be published. We organised two audits per year by appointing
audit teams made up of top academics from all over the world, and respected
Tocal community members. we also made sure that the panels were kept
totally objective and independent. Each audit focused on one institution,
and thus the first round took four years to complete.

The QAC adopted a “light touch” audit approach, but before we started on our
first audit exercise, it was jokingly suggested by the media that all the
Presidents were good friends of mine - until after the audit! The outcome
was very positive, actually. CUHK was the first to go through an audit.

we learned a lot from that, and the institutions in general found the audits
fair and worthwhile, and the recommendations reasonable. The audit panels
also highlighted the good points and achievements they found. I thought
that was good, not only for recognition but also to promote cross learning.
Even the Tocal media, after a short while, reported the audit reports fairly
and professionally.

I believe the QAC has done a great job. I have learned a lot from this
experience. The exercise also affirmed my belief that we do have first rate
institutions in Hong Kong.

I would Tike to take this opportunity to express my heartfelt thanks to all
my colleagues on the QAC and the panels, and everyone in the UGC - the three
Chairpersons, my fellow members and the Secretariat - without their great
efforts and support the QAC work would not be possible at all.
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Professor Adrian K DIXON
UGC Member (July 2013 - Now)
QAC Member (April 2014 - Now)

Although I am a relative newcomer to the UGC,

it is readily apparent that the Universities which the
UGC supports are extremely fortunate to have such
safe underpinning of their institutions. Indeed,
without the UGC, it is debatable whether the

Hong Kong universities would currently enjoy such a
highly regarded international status within the worldwide
uhiversity rankings.
It is really rather remarkable that a population of around

¥ 000 000 suppor&s, delivers and Promo&es such high-class teaching

professor Glyn DAVIS, AC

rmer UGC Member
E(?Tanuary 2008 — December 2010)

b

and an education, to

It was an hono s 2008. The work of o and research, and this is something that all HongKongers should be

cerve on the UGC i:\’ﬁed greatly to the o proud of. This success has been greatly assisted by the foresight of

- UicsiZidiithf Hong Kong’'s tertiary L previous UGC Chairmen and their Committees, together with the

EEEZZtion, and delivered '}mpo{ft"’}ntns = endeavours of the very hard-working UGC staff,

penefits to the city and e Clz]:é?fice.of == it is also reassuring to see various new initiatives set up by the

Whenever visitors meet 23 che . UGC promote self-improvement in many areas within the individual

unhiversities. Quite apart from the generous research grant program,

- which means that most Produc&ive research workers can obtain some
= grant income to further their work, initiatives such as the Teaching
E: Awards have greatly helped to promote and reward excellence in

teaching.
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The Research Assessment Exercise Provf,des exEremet-j constructive
external behchmarkihg. The Academic Devetopmehfz

_8 ‘Proposa{. makes institubtions concenktrate on and
redefine their aims and objectives. These and other
inttiatives will all hetp to ensure that Hong Kong

— unhiversities continue to excel and continue with their
development of research collaboration and
educational exchanges with mainland Chinese
universities and major centres elsewhere, I will
enjoy watching the next §0 years of the UGC
support
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the UGC to € :
great universities.
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Sir Malcolm GRANT, CBE, MA
, S MA, LLD
UGC Member (April 200% — Now)
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Professor Christopher HOWE, MBE
cormer UGC Mem er (January 1974 - pecember 1990)

Eormer RGC member (Qune 19%7 - June 1999)

g 1966-1966. What sort of place

I was on research leave in Hong Kong durin
Ly eskabtished ue&C?

was ik? And what did this mean for the new

Life was good. Howg Kowng was effictent, inexpensive,
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Sir Jokn) Cowperkkwaike as the most influential mon n Gover
geuerat culbture was authoritarian. No officer could Leave HoWg Kowng without
those who ‘oer{-ormed ‘ooortv or si:e.‘o‘aed out of line were
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Professor Mette HJORT
UGC Member (April 2013 - Now)

member of the UGC, recruited from one of its eight institutions,
in the work of the UGC in a spersonal capacity” - Being

work of the UGC as a local university teacher and
any different ways. The
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documentary during one of the UGC's meetings, it was impossible not to
of gratitude for the work that the secretariat does.
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the Secretary General, DT Richard Armoury,
san Diego (2014) was quite extraordinary, as was the energy that was devoted to meeting
with organisations, san Diego connect amongst them, that might have some guidance to offer
with respect to issues and concerns being discussed by the UGC. I wish the UGC a very 'rhl U(}C S
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- KAM Pok-man -
C _Memb e'_.r. AAprzx
My involvement in the UGC over the last two years has enlightened me on the
higher education Sector in Hong Kong. At the UGC, we are very fortunate to
have a Very committed and forward looking Chairman, and a group of world

renowned academics,
advising the Governm

 sector.

They have Successfully

ent the UGC-funded

g the best students from
Furthermore, the recent RAE exercise
eir research performance.

going forward are not only to facilitate our institutions to
prove their research performance and to bursue their goal for
international recognition, but also to encourage them to enhance their
teaching quality, and to promote more collaboration among institutions.

As a professional accountant,
to contribute,

their financial transparency.

Happy 50th Anniversary!
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Professor Gabriel M LEUNG, GBS, J? | i e
UGC Member (January 201% - Now) |

The UGC's golden Jubilee offaers a welcome opportunity fo reflect on

the many achievemaents of Howg Kong s institutions of higher (earntng.
Together they are the essence of what the academic compaunity — students,
teachers and administrators — has collectively created for this city,

and very much beyond.

50 years ago Houg Kong had only fwo smiversities. Today it boasts morz
than fwo dozen tertiary institutions, 2ight of which are Jirectly and mostly
supported by the UGC. Back during the UGC's 2arly years, fwo per cent of
students could go on to higher education locally. 0 per cent, almost a quarter
of whom directly supported by the UGC, will be admitted this Saptember fo posf‘—secomdary
education. The suparlative quality of (ocally generated rasearch has recently been
reaffirmed through the rigorous 201% Research Assessment Exercise, where 12% of
the research submmissions made by the eight UGC-funded inskifutions were adjudicated as
of "world (eading" standard, 347 attained Minternational oxcellence” and the remainder
overwhelmingly reached "intarnational or regioval standing".

As @ former memnb
heavy purde
educations especia
future of Hond Kong'
two potential directions o

r educational
their profits

1 gchools of certain

e they will

ity to our educational

1udind poth professors and stndents,-
e elites cultivated

These simple but fuma(aw\-amf'a( statistics are I‘es('?w\ew{' to how far the (ocal tertiary sector o The tt.lrSt T ';niiii\ally
has come during the past 50 years with the UGC s support. Yef the art of learning is long. It NS [ institutest WL o ust
requires constant nurturtng and awn accelerated effort to stay ahead _of the very fast | A or-1osses: ThoSn &

Fields of enquiry that become unrecoguisable within a few short years. Our respowsibility
as guardians of the SARs higher (earning sector is to Factlitate our people, professors and

attract worldwide elites incC
studants alike, fo adapt to and to (ead in this ever changing knowledge ecoscape.

£ the Government. Wwith mor
.11 enjoy @ more promiSing

There is a set of principles that must however remain unyielding. Howg Kong s universifies
oLue our vary success o the fwinned premises of academic Freedom and institutional

autonomy. They are 9uaram1‘ud under the Basic Law, which ts n furn celebrating 25
years Sthce its promulgation. These principles have afforded us the latitude for unfattered

iring minds, from which greatuess emerges.

s to involve the pusiness circle

second i
e i e demands a wealth ©
ig more than happ¥ to

growth fo sustain communtties of freely enqut « experience: widen

i i £ Hong Rond s for example:

ide opportunities for 9

May the next 50 years of the UGC be as i_w?acf‘fu( on Hong Kowng's knowledge sector as

't has been tn the past half century. For ifs pivotal role helptng universities and colleges

grow and thrive, | salute Fhis unmsung hero that works behind the scenes for students,
rasearchers and teachers.

Happy anniversary UGC!
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