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In this issue of UGC Newswire, | am pleased to share with
you all some exciting developments of the University Grants
Committee (UGC) in recent months.

In the Policy Address announced in October last year, the
Government announced its policy of developing Hong Kong
into an international post-secondary education hub. The
UGC has expressed full support for the Government’s vision,
as we firmly believe that with the significant public investment
in higher education over the years, Hong Kong can offer
exciting opportunities to young talents from around the world
who would also broaden the international perspectives of our
own students. This will bring the development of our post-
secondary education to new heights.

In particular, the UGC welcomes the doubling of the enrolment
ceiling of non-local students of taught programmes from
the current level of 20 per cent of local student places to 40
per cent starting from the 2024/25 academic year. This will
enable our universities to leverage on their extensive network
and attract even more students from around the world to
study in Hong Kong by deepening the international character
of our universities, thereby nurturing a greater pool of talents
with a better appreciation of cultural diversity and a broader
global perspective for Hong Kong’s future development.

We believe that with more opportunities for our local students
to expose to diverse cultures through interacting with
students from outside of Hong Kong, we can also achieve
greater internationalisation. To dovetail with the Government’s
vision, from the 2023/24 academic year, the UGC injects an
additional funding of $100 million into the Funding Scheme
for Mainland and Global Engagement and Student Learning
Experience originally launched in 2022. The injection will
benefit more students to engage in various types of exchange
and learning opportunities outside Hong Kong, such as
outgoing exchange and visiting, internship, experiential
learning and international events. The Funding Scheme
also encourages geographical diversification and cultural
inclusion in UGC-funded universities with a view to promoting
harmonious integration between local and non-local students.
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| am also very pleased that the University Leadership Forum,
which served as platform to engage our stakeholders on
university governance, was held successfully on January 30.
The Forum gathered distinguished guest speakers and over
160 leaders from our universities to exchange views on the
development of higher education in Hong Kong. More about
this event is covered in this issue of Newswire.

| would like to take this opportunity to express my heartfelt
gratitude to Professor Wong Yuk-shan, GBS, JP and
Professor Anthony Cheung Bing-leung, GBS, JP who
are stepping down as UGC members. Their tremendous
contributions to the UGC will have lasting impact across many
aspects of the higher education in Hong Kong. Professor
Wong has completed his terms of appointment as the
Chairman of the Research Grants Council with effect on 1
March 2024, whereas Professor Cheung has also completed
his terms of appointment as the Chairman of the Committee
on Self-financing Post-secondary Education with effect from 1
November 2023. Both of them have accordingly retired from
their ex-officio membership with the UGC.

I would also like to welcome Professor Timothy Tong Wai-
cheung, BBS, JP and Ir Dr Alex Chan Siu-kun, SBS, the
successors of Professor Wong and Profession Cheung as the
Chairman of the two aforesaid bodies, for joining the UGC. |
have full confidence that all UGC members will continue to
contribute towards the vibrant development of our higher
education.

I look forward to working closely with all of you. Happy
reading.

Tim LUI
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UGC University Leadership Forum

HEBKINBHIB

The UGC successfully organised the University Leadership
Forum on January 30, 2024, during which the UGC introduced
its initiatives to the council members and management teams
of the eight UGC-funded universities. Guest speakers also
exchanged views on the development of higher education in
Hong Kong.

HEGRBEEREEN2024F1A30HERMAR - £
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Over 160 leaders from the higher education sector in Hong Kong attended the UGC University Leadership Forum on January 30, 2024.

1602 (U885

In his welcoming remarks, Mr Tim Lui, Chairman of the
UGC, said the UGC firmly believed that good institutional
governance would enable more effective leadership in
the development of the eight UGC-funded universities. It
would also empower them to achieve greater international
recognition and accomplishments in teaching and research,
thereby fulfilling their responsibility in propelling Hong Kong’s
development against the backdrop of developing Hong Kong
into an international hub for post-secondary education.

1as of University Council Members
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The Secretary for Education, Or Choi Yuk-Iin, addressed the
University Leadership Forum.
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The Chairman of the UGC, Mr Tim Lui, delivered his welcoming
remarks at the Un/vers/z‘y Leacership Forum.
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The Forum featured guest speakers including Dr Choi Yuk-lin,
the Secretary for Education; Ms Michelle Li, the Permanent
Secretary for Education; Dr Moses Cheng, Member of the
Executive Council; Dr Andrew Liao, the Chairman of the Court
of the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology;
Professor Anthony Cheung, former President of the Hong
Kong Institute of Education and Mr Dieter Yih, Member of
the UGC and former Deputy Chairman of the Council of the
Education University of Hong Kong. They shared valuable
insights on institutional governance and the future of higher
education in Hong Kong.

i Maces Cheng
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(Left to Right) Professor Anthony Cheung, Or Moses Cheng, Mr Tim Lui, Or Andrew Liao, and Mr Dieter Yih participated in the panel

aiscussion.

(E28) RWRHK  BREMBEL ~ ERRILE  BRWEL - RECEALESEEIRED

In addition, the then-Chairman of the Research Grants
Council, Professor Wong Yuk-shan, and the Convener of the
UGC’s Sub-group on Institutional Development and Taught
Programmes, Mr Philip Tsai, shared the objectives and future
plans of UGC in research and teaching. The Secretary-
General of UGC, Professor James Tang, also provided a
detailed account of the University Accountability Agreement.

o BERREDREFEEILERNBESRRER
RERREIHEIEBEARKEREDZTHES AN
RANHBLENERANARRSE  MBEEEUERBER
BRI (RBEEHR) FHFANSA
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Funding Scheme for Mainland and Global Engagement
and Student Learning Experience

Wﬂﬂ, IRIIEQJQ&E EAp 1 'I'i“

The UGC launched the Funding Scheme for Mainland and HESN2022FHH [AMERREER S EEHERT
Global Engagement and Student Learning Experience in 2| EHEEEPAELETLELZEAEBIUIMDT

2022 for UGC-funded universities to support more students NN .
iTh; » I LLEE S KO R A , EEE
to participate in exchange activities outside Hong Kong, MES  LABBRAZERERK - SWERHR A i

with emphasis on the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao B ERIZERERBEERR - B2023/242F 8
Greater Bay Area to encourage students to set their sights EenEYHEABMIER—BEL EFSHEBEHER
on opportunities on the Mainland as well as to promote BEREB RSB ESE .

multicultural interactions on campus. From the 2023/24 AY,
the UGC injects an additional funding of $100 million into the

Funding Scheme to benefit more students who were unable REMERABRUEY A ELERTBUNSHERER
to leave Hong Kong for exchange activities in the past few BHE fINRAEE HEEE BT BHhER . RE
years die to the pandemic. BEREAREHE - B4 BRATAREREES AR
Universities may make use of the funding to offer students ESEREE > HBTEAERRIUEMBEREIR - %
with more exchange and learning opportunities outside KRS M ERBENTRE HEHZBEXNAEFH » BB
Hong Kong, such as outgoing exchange, outgoing visiting, NN TREERR BB T -

internships, study/field trips, experiential learning and
international events. Besides, the funding may also be

utilised to promote a geographically diversified and inclusive HEEPHERRBESHREARIERTHBELEZE

international learning environment in facilitating integration of BEEE—IBWNASE Y AEERBFHRITINE
local and non-local students and attracting and supporting B . 1E2025/26E F B450% 1 HE & E B K B i AR
inbound exchange students. The Funding Scheme also g N i

covers virtual and hybrid activities in response to innovations EAREBBUNMBBLE -

in teaching and learning.

The Scheme speaks for the UGC’s commitment to
promoting internationalisation as part and parcel of the
learning experience of our local students, and will contribute
tremendously towards the Government’s target of providing
learning experiences outside Hong Kong for about 50% of
local undergraduate students of the UGC-funded universities
by the 2025/26 AY.
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2023 UGC Teaching Award
2023 FHEBRIBALRR

The presentation ceremony for the 2023 UGC Teaching 2023 FHESHE R BRFIRMIBIE2023F9H27THER
Award was held successfully on 27 September 2023 to H{T RENSESPAELEEZNEERERBARR

honour academics of the UGC-funded universities for their

M 35 HAE i it 45 B
outstanding teaching performance and achievements, as well PA R At ﬁjr‘ij BRERMRANEGTRAHRARRBER
as their leadership and scholarly contributions to teaching and FrEM TS &L
learning within and outside their campuses.

2023 =1 BRN-MABREABTBAB
The three award recipients of the 2023 UGC Teaching Award FHRERLABRY RRERERAE

were Mr David Lorin Bishop from The University of Hong David Lorin Bishopft: (—BRHFABMR) - &
Kong (General Faculty Members Category), Professor Tsui BHAEBHRIEHR (FBEHEAEEHAN) » URH
Lik-hang from City University of Hong Kong (Early Career B REAEFEENEEETAE [EXRERE L
Faculty Members Category) and the Internationalisation at T . 5 R -
Home Team from The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, led % ARBEREINERL  REELE BREBLK
by Professor Engle Angela Chan with Dr Arkers Wong Kwan- RAWMELT (BIEMBEAR) -
ching, Mr Timothy Lai Kam-hung, Dr Betty Chung Pui-man
and Dr Doris Leung Yuet-lan as team members (Collaborative —MEE HEERET — RIS A NE2023EHEE 8
Teams Category). , . . °

9on) HHBBEREUARBANHES R RHARERKS
As in previous years, the UGC has produced a series of short Bk e

videos to introduce the recipients of the 2023 UGC Teaching
Award as well as highlight their approaches to teaching and
learning for promoting best practices.

—~{  KREBEUEEHREE
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. 2023 UGC Teaching Award Presentation Ceremony
N

The Chairman of the UGC, Mr Tim Lui (right), presented the 2023 UGC Teaching Award for General Faculty Members to
Mr David Lorin Bishop. T
HEDLEERRTE (5) WE202BFHEDHRHHEEE (—RHEASHMSY) FDavid Lorin Bishopst 4 »
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2023 UGC Teaching Award Presentation Ceremony

The Chairman of the UGC, Mr Tim Lui (right), presented the 2023 UGC Teaching Award for Early Career Faculty Members to

Professor Tsui Lik-hang.
HEDLTBENRTE (5) WE22BFHESHRGNEE (EHEASHS) FiRIEHKE -
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‘ 2023 UGC Teaching Award Presentation Ceremony

>

The Chairman of the UGC, Mr Tim Lui (centre) presented the 2023 UGC Teaching Award for Collaborative Teams to the
Internationalisation at Home Team led by Professor Engle Angela Chan (second left), with Or Arkers Wong Kwan-ching (first left),
Mr Timothy Lai Kam-hung (first right), Or Betty Chung Pui-man (second right) and Or Doris Leung Yuet-lan as collaborative team

members.
BEBFEERRTE (D) BHEI023FHNESHRENZE (BEEHKMAS) 7 [TEHREE ] B - BRI TRHET

(") BE AHEQRBIHIEET (£—) ~FRislEscE (6—) ~ BNEELT (62) RREMBEL -

Results of 2023 UGC 2023 FHE S
Teaching Award with videos — B4 E=RRITH
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Third Audit Cycle of the Quality Assurance Council
3 1Y

SRRt — MBS R KE

Established under the aegis of the UGC as a semi-
autonomous body, the Quality Assurance Council (QAC)
conducts quality audits to bring in international and local peer
perspectives on the quality of educational experience offered
by the eight UGC-funded universities. The current round of
quality audits, i.e. third audit cycle, covers all programmes
at the levels of sub-degree, first degree and above, however
funded, leading to a qualification wholly or partly awarded
by the UGC-funded universities. The audit is in progress for
completion by end 2024. As at February 2024, the QAC has
published the Audit Reports of Hong Kong Baptist University

ERBEEBTHN BXBEIME EXRER (AR
B) BETEZREBIE B\FBEGENAENET
ERERS AEBRREABEENSRE - AEHNEERET
B NE=REELITEN REHHESEHAEER
BRIES - EREFEREENMERIZEL 212y
RREBURE (THEEZHESEY) - ZBIER
E#ETH - FEFTR2024F FIRTER c B1E2024F28 0 &
REEARTERBREABEA)REBNEXRBR®RX)N
BERSE  ARUTRERFBRML LHE -

(HKBU) and The Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology (HKUST) for public access on the QAC’s website.

Third Audit Cycle of the Quality Assurance Council
Report of Quality Audit of
The Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology

February 2024
Quality Assurance Council

Audit Report of HKBU for the third audit cycle
BREZ B BHHVRA R E RS

Audit Report of HKUST for the third audit cycle
BWEFEEHHIRIA T E RS
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UGC-funded Universities Made Strong Contributions

to the Wider Society

AEBEN KRR BINEE

The contributions of local research impact were extensively
demonstrated in some 340 impact case studies in Research
Assessment Exercise (RAE) 2020. Since the completion of
RAE 2020, UGC has launched a series of publicity activities
to celebrate the success of our research community and
enhance public understanding of the societal benefits brought
by research. Thirteen comprehensive consultant reports, the
impact case studies database, four public lectures, 22 TV
episodes and videos, nine news articles have been rolled out
in the past two years.

The impact case studies have provided strong evidences
showing how the universities have transferred their research
to innovative solutions, bringing substantial benefits to
society and significant and tangible changes to people’s
lives. Colleagues are encouraged to continue sharing
the publications, in particular the impact database, with
counterparts elsewhere in the world.

Impact case studies database RAE 2020 FPublications
HAZERESENE 2020F HFEFE LIETIY

O FEEBEFBEECESHHZPUTE

HESEPRBH2020FMEFELHERRIANN3401E
MRLEER  TORTAEMELERELNEM - B
2020F HRFAELIFBE  BESERT —RIDREL
BE  UREASEMBELANKF - LMEIRE KB
MEAFROULSUENRE - BEMF - £EHRT +=
DHEEEBRE MAFEERESERNE LS AMHE
B 22BERBENZARNBHRERE -

MEFEERRERTEAMBINEE  RRABEREH
ERRBLBAFBRLIRE  BELEXVEMERMY
BAMHEE BESHBREFEFERRE L RZHHH
REESZELEMN  BHRMAZEERESENE -

Impact case studies database
FRY SO TENE
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RAE 2026 - Continuing Our Effort in Achieving
Research Excellence

2026 F WiFatEs LIF — &fBiBR R el

Our preparation for RAE 2026 is in full swing. After consulting 2026 FMEIBIFEERBEGMEED - LHEHAZTK
the universities, the Framework of RAE 2026 was finalised B EAMESET/EY [EL] DE&EE » 142023

and published on UGC website in October 2023. UGC ste e s L L A S22 S R T g
also consulted the universities on Guidance Notes and will FIOREAABMU LM - AEET R AT E LD

continue to work together with the universities on the General [THEiES| ] BRRATKENER » WEE2024FHE
Panel Guidelines and Panel-specific Guidelines in 2024. BABSESHE 85 E—HRI/EES ] & [ER/NE

HERERTHERAES] -

The appointments to RAE Assessment Panels are in good
progress. UGC is working with Panel Convenors and Deputy

Convenors in recruiting members to the 13 RAE Panels. MEFBEILEIZNENSEATFEERIER > HESHET
A three-day Consultation Forum cum Meetings on RAE BNEBEARBBEABRZSE BERESUARK13E
assessment criteria is scheduled to be held in July 2024 for Ay _

E” B o BHI= iIEI Eﬁ
individual Panels to work out the respective Panel-specific ;%’J\éﬁ;‘ BE= X5 E AEATR20245%7 8
Guidelines. Further details will be announced once ready. 217 SFHENMEESHE (@5 AFERERTF

BRES ] - BEE-SHAHEERLM

A

- —
2026 HK

-—‘.-_- =

R EIE
Research Assessment
Exercise 2026 HONG KONG

A B HAEAEHEAR
UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMITTEE
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Support for Campus Development

257 NE

In 2018, the Government established the Hostel Development BFE2018FRUBERRES  BH-AIMBIRFHRE
Fund (HDF), providing a one-off grant to the UGC-funded eEPAEEBISESEELEE  WEMEEREN R

universities to construct 15 student hostel projects to increase . _ N
) = B STIE= C BNES
the student hostel places. We are pleased to witness MREALREEEZHRESTHE=MARE - DEEX

the successful completion of the third project under HDF, BEMRBERS > R2023F8AIEFITR @ 1211 238
namely The University of Hong Kong’s Student Residence EEBEN WERNREREENED—@E TALEK]
at Wong Chuk Hang Site in August 2023, providing 1 238 EEEMAENE SRBBI0L EREELRNTE -

student hostel places. This project was one of the pilot e N o N
Modular Integrated Construction projects nominated by the EMAREEERTERNAARBYRENEER T
Development Bureau, involving the assembly of over 900 NEF  BE24EET—ERREINRBEETREE o
prefabricated modules. Designed and built to create a vibrant
living and learning environment, the Student Residence at
Wong Chuk Hang Site provides various sorts of common and
supporting facilities as well as accommodation for wardens
and tutors.

Student Residence at Wong Chuk Hang Site
BIUNELES
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UGC Members Visit the University of Hong Kong
AEBERE2HEBARE

UGC Members visited the University of Hong Kong (HKU) on BESZEN2023F9ATESBEBARE (BKX) » HE
7 September 2023, and met Professor Xiang Zhang (President AREEDHE SEIAREFFHHE  ABEHEE .

and Vice-Chancellor), Professor Richard Wong (Provost and
Deputy Vice-Chancellor), the university’s senior management

BHEURBLEEE  THBANERE  ARBEBEATH

team, faculty members and students to learn about the BENBERERIBER - HESZETSBTZERR &
development of HKU, and to exchange views on nurturing EEEE IR MEFEYE  SLBARE URSE
talents and transdisciplinary development. UGC Members TERABEEENERIEHEE A

Sla=— VARG 3 =,

also visited various facilities including the Chi Wah Learning
Commons, Stephen Hui Geological Museum and Tam Wing
Fan Innovation Wing as well as an exhibition of Archives and
Special Collections in Main Library.

UGC Members visited the Chi Wah Learning
Commons, Stephen Hui Geological Museum
and Tam Wing Fan Innovation Wing.

HEDZTESHEHE - 5T 1T 5HEEY
8 IARZBRDBINE -
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UGC Members visited an exhibition of Archives and Special UGC Members met with HKU students.

Collections in Main Library. HEDESEEABEBE o

HESZELEEXEZ 0915 5B 2R -

S &l

Group photo of UGC Members with HKU management.
EETEMEAEREBLR -

© CPAO Multimedia, The University of Hong Kong
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