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This is our first issue following the inauguration of the new
HKSAR Government. First of all, on behalf of the UGC, let me
express our appreciation to Mrs Carrie Lam, the former Chief
Executive, for the support she gave to the UGC sector during
her term. | would also like to extend our best wishes to Mr
John Lee, our new Chief Executive as we celebrate the 25th
anniversary of Hong Kong’s return to the motherland and the
inaugural of the sixth Administration of the HKSAR. President
Xi Jinping stated that the next five years will be important for
Hong Kong to break new ground and achieve another leap
forward. The UGC will continue to render our full support
to the eight UGC-funded universities in strengthening their
research capability so as to contribute towards Hong Kong’s
development into an international innovation and technology
hub under the National 14th Five-Year Plan. The UGC will
continue our work in the development of young talents by
actively encouraging universities to enrich the educational
experience of our students and to create more opportunities
for our young people so that they will have a better future.

Since the last publication of UGC Newswire, the 2019-22
triennium has been successfully concluded and the 2022-25
triennium planning submission has received Government’s
approval with the issue of Allocation Letters to the UGC-
funded universities in late-May to confirm the allocation of
student places and recurrent grants. Furthermore, | am
delighted that all the eight UGC-funded universities agreed
to the renewal of the University Accountability Agreement
(UAA) and signed the UAAs for the 2022-25 triennium in
May. The renewed UAA fully aligns with the Government’s
Strategic Directions for the 2022-25 triennium and responds
to the community’s aspiration on higher education. The
UAA will help facilitate public understanding of universities’
performance through indicators covering relevant areas.

On another front, in response to the fifth wave of the
COVID-19 epidemic, the UGC injected an additional $50
million funding as special grants to the eight UGC-funded
universities in early April for student support services and
student volunteer campaigns so that they can contribute more
to the community’s fight against the epidemic.
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On the promotion of research development, following the
announcement by the 2021 Policy Address, the UGC has
conducted a study on the supply of and demand for publicly-
funded research postgraduate (RPg) places in conjunction
with the review of the allocation mechanism for the RPg
places in consultation with the universities. We have
commenced discussion with the Government on increasing
RPg places to further strengthening the research capacity of
our universities.

In response to the needs of the local research community, the
Research Grants Council (RGC) has also implemented various
new initiatives in 2022/23 to strengthen support for our
universities’ research works, including increasing budgets for
the General Research Fund (GRF) and Collaborative Research
Equipment Grant (CREG), as well as launching the new Young
Collaborative Research Grant (YCRG), Strategic Topics Grant
(STG) and collaborative research scheme with National Natural
Science Foundation of China (NSFC).

The HKSAR Government’s 2022 Honours List has brought
great news with four incumbent/former UGC members
honoured by the Government for their tremendous
contributions. Both Sir David Eastwood, former UGC
Member and Convenor of the Research Group together
with current UGC member Professor Nancy Ip, have been
awarded the prestigious Silver Bauhinia Star (SBS). Two
other UGC Members — Dr Benjamin Chan received the Medal
of Honour (MH) and Ms Diana Cesar was appointed as the
Non-official Justice of the Peace (JP). | would like to offer
my sincere congratulations to all of them for the recognition
of their contribution to Hong Kong'’s higher education and
also express my gratitude to their unwavering dedication and
commitment in serving the UGC.
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Let me also give my special thanks to our outgoing members, RERBRHEHENERZER L « EXR=HE K Michael
Dr Kim Mak, Professor Joshua Mok and Dr Michael Spence Spencel#+ » BB PELHEATHEGNEESEE -

for offering us invaluable and insightful advice during their S e o N m e o .
tenure. At the same time, | would like to welcome the new [EIES - FEEED I KR A8 A A0 A B PIHR B KR BE A A

members who have joined our UGC family over the past few B it (RERXNFEIEFHES) —
months, they are (in alphabetical order of last name) —

® Shearer West %%
® Professor Shearer West =

Vice-Chancellor and President, University of Nottingham, ] RABRE
UK o EEEHE
® Professor Rick Wong EREEARBEEEKIRR
Interim Provost, Hong Kong Baptist University oo
® \ir Dister Yin * %iﬁh%i .
Partner, Kwok Yih & Chan, Solicitors BEREMEHEREUA
Last but not least, may | express my gratitude to everyone in B ERERNEBNI NN EESYRBEEEST

the UGC-funded sector for contributing to the anti-epidemic
work with determination and dedication. | would also like

BFEN ARRIFEFEHER - BTBRHBBESHER

to thank the colleagues of the UGC Secretariat for their NEBREEIREFHERASEBANERETE -
dedication and participation in various anti-pandemic initiatives RESBRNEEHSH (HEE2RF) - NABEARE R
during the fifth wave of the epidemic. | hope you enjoy B iR ARE—ERRHEE

reading this issue of the UGC Newswire. Have an enjoyable
summer break and good health!
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{  Honours and Awards by the Government {
for UGC Members

HEBNSEBUNE R 5SS

The HKSAR Government’s 2022 Honours List and Justices ERBENTHEBF2022FRERZEATH L RBERAK

%thaggace a%pﬁ;ntrtnen;fs was annotunced otn IQI Julthszz FE7TA2TAAH c HESHNAUEERFEYH S i8S &
e would like to offer warmest congratulations to four - .51 N e

of our incumbent / former UGC Members who were honoured WREAMEAAEREFARRRNHRE - DUABEH

by the Government for their tremendous contributions. Please EERENFBEREFNETEHART

refer to the following for details of their service to the UGC and
the citations from the Government.

Sir David Stephen EASTWOOD
(UGC Member from January 2011 to 31 December 2021)

David Stephen EASTWOODSE T
(201 1FE1BE2021F 12BBEHEERE)

Sir David Eastwood is awarded SBS in recognition of his meritorious service to
Hong Kong’s higher education sector. With his profound knowledge and experience,
Professor Eastwood has provided insightful advice to the UGC and its sub-committees
on major reviews on research policies.

David Eastwood B+ BEREZAEES - UREMUBEBSERERELNEALET
J& ° David Eastwood B+ 2# M E - KHEE - BREAMABERS IE  aHE
ERHEBETZEEREEANR - BHRZ -

Professor IP Yuk-yu, Nancy
(UGC Member since April 2018)

REEUHR
(B2018F4ARRRREHEEMS)

Professor Ip is awarded SBS in recognition of her meritorious public service and
outstanding research achievement. Being a renowned world-class academic in
neuroscience, Professor Ip is devoted to research in neural functions as well as drug
discovery for neurodegenerative diseases such as Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s diseases.
The remarkable research results she achieved have profound impacts to the world.

EYRREREANHELENEER  REERRBEMNES » URBHAHN IR
BNEHOTAERR - REARB MR HERROBZBENNEE - URMTEXERE
I WEBESHERTHERBNENNE  AMERREUREL T RENTE -
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Dr CHAN Wai-kai, Benjamin
(UGC Member since September 2021)

BRIBERT
(B2021FoRREEHEENE)

Dr Chan is awarded MH in recognition of his community service in Sha Tin District,
particularly his contributions to the promotion of arts and culture in the district.

RELROBOIRIHERY  LHEERERNBM LI H  ERRS - REER
REHT  UEXRE -

Ms CESAR, Diana Ferreira
(UGC Member since April 2019)

fERRE L
(B2019F4AFEREHEEMS)

Ms Cesar was appointed as the Non-official JP under section 3(1)(b) of the Justices
of the Peace Ordinance (Cap. 510) in recognition of her distinguished public and
community service rendered to Hong Kong.

L& E (RFALERG) (35510F)F3(1)(b)IF - BEERFETAFHL » UK
BHANREERLE o
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{_ University Accountability Agreement
for the 2022-25 Triennium

2022-25 —FH (KBRS H)

(&) EERABEEEPAENHELER KEEME
BNERE - HESORERAKENR2019FHEETEHHE
FA2019-22=FHW (H&E) °

The UAA seeks to enhance accountability and transparency
of university performance in the UGC-funded sector. The first
set of the UAAs for the 2019-22 triennium between the UGC
and individual universities was signed in 2019.

We are delighted that after several months of constructive
dialogues between the UGC and the universities, and with
the valuable and insightful advice offered by UGC Members,

RMRAZERARETSRXARRMUENTSR BKSET
BEEMENBRER  BENTH (HE) NRTITHE -

the renewal exercise of the UAA has come to fruition which
culminated in the signing of the renewed UAAs for the
2022-25 triennium in May 2022. Modelling on the UAA for
the 2019-22 triennium, the renewed set has been updated
to reflect four Strategic Directions from the Government and
the principles underpinning the allocation of funding in the
2022-25 triennium. The performance indicators thereunder
have also been refined to cover a wider spectrum of activities,
such as learning experience outside classrooms, student
participation in entrepreneurship activities, support for
students with special educational needs, learning experience
in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area
and institutional goals in environmental sustainability, etc.
Members of the public are welcome to visit UGC’s website for
the renewed UAA.

The renewal of the UAA realises UGC’s shared vision with
the universities of a dynamic and transparent framework on
university accountability that addresses evolving societal needs
and public aspirations on Hong Kong’s higher education
sector. It will continue to be instrumental in strengthening
university governance and upholding institutional autonomy
for the UGC-funded sector.

WHEBERXF2022-25=FHHEEFHH (HE) o U
2019-22=E MM (HB&) BER  EHEMN (HFE) &
7 IR BRBURT RO Y R SRR 5 M | 9 ER2022-25= F HA B R
BEl - (&) WRUEBETCEECEREEREZHE
B Gl RNETER  EAUHAEEIHNSE YWE
BHRABEZBLENIE EBRANEZEZZTER  UR
RRERRUFERRFIANEEE - BUOTRABHE
SREREEHEN (HE) -

BH (hR) RETHESRAZNARES BB @
HEETERFRMAANASHEER  DETEZ(NT
EERNABHBEBLSHERNNE - (HBR) $EE
BEHER NEASERUBRBESEYRFNHRER
BE -

UAA for 2022-25 Triennium
2022-25=F R EEEH =
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{ Planning Exercise for the 2022-25 Triennium {

2022-25 —FHI S 1T 1F

ETBRRESEATHEEN2022F1ARENFREEE
BREBNEEBARBUIESR  UEEHREEKREES
ERMELTR MULZEMEEEEEATEN2022
F5A4BEB (Q022FBAGHER) - BESHEIR
202255A26 B M AB R EEREH - BE2022-25=F

Subsequent to the decision of the Chief Executive-in-Council
in January 2022 on the student number targets and recurrent
funding in the 2022-25 triennium, the Legislative Council
(LegCo) Panel on Education was briefed on the topic. After
the Finance Committee’s approval of the Appropriation Bill
2022 on 4 May 2022, the UGC issued the Allocation Letters

to the universities on 26 May 2022 to confirm the allocation of
student places and recurrent grants to the universities in the
2022-25 triennium as well as to convey the specific advice on
the manpower-planned programmed by relevant Government

HE#ENEUIRRESHESE XM AREEEZAER
RBFARBEANTRRENER - ARE-—STH=F
MEBRZENFE  FRUZEAESHBBERBHNY

bureaux/departments. For further details of the triennial
funding arrangement, please refer to the LegCo Brief issued
by the Education Bureau available on LegCo’s website.

TESETENBE -

HESRARB2AREGER=ZFHREIE  TEH
AREBBEELARHHAERMERA IR/ KRB
BoRERR  HESRHRABEFESE KAZHER
2022-25=FHIMBREEHRMBEE o

The UGC is thankful to the universities for their full
co-operation throughout the Planning Exercise as well as their
proactive responses to the public expectations on excellence
in teaching and research for our higher education sector. The
UGC looks forward to joining hands with the universities to
deliver on the priorities and achieve the objectives for the
2022-25 triennium.
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{_ Driving Research

BN

UGC and RGC have always strived to promote research
excellence in our universities. In response to the needs of the
local research community, RGC has implemented a number
of new initiatives in 2022/23 to strengthen support for local
universities’ research.

Increasing the budget for the General
Research Fund

After the $20-billion injection into the Research Endowment
Fund by the Government in 2019, the budget for GRF has
increased from $600 million in 2018/19 to $788 million in
2021/22 (more than 30%). As there have been calls from the
local research community for increasing the grant size per
funded GRF project in order to catch up with the continued
rise in research cost, RGC has increased the budget for
GRF by $200 million (approximately 25%) to $988 million in
2022/28.

Launching Young Collaborative Research
Grant and increasing the budget for the
Collaborative Research Equipment Grant

Two new initiatives were introduced under the Collaborative
Research Fund starting from 2022/23 on a three-year pilot
basis, including (1) the launch of YCRG to support early-stage
researchers in gaining experience in leading and managing
collaborative research, so that they will be better prepared in
competing for larger collaborative research funding in the next
stage of their career. With an annual budget of $50 million,
it is expected that ten YCRG projects can be funded each
year; and (2) the increase of annual budget for the CREG from
$50 million to $100 million for supporting the acquisition of
major research facilities or equipment which can be used for
collaborative research and otherwise difficult to be afforded by
one university.

Launching a new Strategic Topics Grant

RGC has earmarked $150 million for launching the STG in
July this year to support UGC-funded universities to conduct
collaborative interdisciplinary researches which can better
equip Hong Kong overcoming imminent challenges and
tapping fast-evolving opportunities such as those brought by
the National 14th Five-Year Plan. RGC will invite UGC-funded
universities to submit applications of research projects under
five chosen topics.

5
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Joint Research Scheme (JRS) with National
Natural Science Foundation of China

The JRS with NSFC aims to promote collaboration between
researchers / research teams in Hong Kong and the Mainland
on the basis of complementing existing strengths of both
sides. In view of the high popularity of the scheme, RGC
would increase the budget from $35 million in 2021/22 to
$47.5 million in 2022/23 to support ten more projects each
year.

To further enhance research collaboration between Hong
Kong’s research community and their counterparts in the
Mainland, a new scheme has been launched jointly with NSFC
in 2022/23 to support large scale collaborative research
across disciplines and / or across universities in the Mainland
and Hong Kong, with a view to enhancing the research output
and impact on both sides. RGC has agreed to fund ten
projects annually at a total of $36 million for 2022/23.

Hong Kong Research Portal

The Hong Kong Research Portal (the Portal) was launched in
January this year to provide more comprehensive information
on Hong Kong's research landscape, including the various
publicly-funded research opportunities, and raise public
awareness of the contribution made by the local research
community. The Portal also offers practical advice and
insights for those who aspire to pursue research careers.
Members of the public and local researchers are welcome
to visit the Portal to obtain the latest information about Hong
Kong Research.

HK Research Portal
[ EBE— L]
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{_ Support for Campus Development
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We are pleased that The University of Hong Kong (HKU)
has recently completed the construction works of its new
academic building at No. 3 Sassoon Road, a major project
under the UGC Capital Programme. A ceremony was held
on 5 July 2022 to mark the completion of the project. The
new academic building is a timely addition of much-needed
teaching facilities such as lecture theatres, simulation teaching
laboratories and learning commons for the training of
healthcare professionals. It will house the School of Nursing
and School of Chinese Medicine, while improving also the
pedestrian connection from Sassoon Road and Pokfulam
Road to the Queen Mary Hospital.

&

New academic building at No. 3 Sassoon Road
M EBIFHHEXNE

The UGC is also encouraged that the LegCo has approved
a total of $1,128.2 million in July 2022 for two capital
projects, namely the New Research Building 1 of The Hong
Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST) and
the New Academic Building in the Tai Po Campus of The
Education University of Hong Kong (EAUHK). HKUST’s new
research building will provide facilities for research, industrial
collaboration and translational activities in multiple disciplines
of science, engineering, technology and innovation; whilst
the new academic building in EAUHK will provide facilities
supporting the application and integration of education
technology, pedagogy and interactive learning, especially in
the context of STEM and Al education. These two projects
are funded under the $16 billion dedicated provision for
enhancing and refurbishing campus facilities announced
by the Government in 2019. The UGC Secretariat will
work closely with the two universities to ensure smooth
implementation of these two projects.

s’

BAMBEBABBR)RETH T LR D EEIRNITHK
EABEEIR EREESEAIRFETHEF—EA
HIFH o BANR2022F7ASARTTHERE  EFE1E
BRI - BB EEGENT ABEINEESEAEHRE
WHERRE  PINERE  ERAZERENEEFLEE
B TRAEEAAERESERRHBEER  BRKNSER
DEBEMERMBBETHEEERNTABRE -

Journey Along Sassoon Road:
3 Sassoon Road
HY135~ BEREM : HINIM

Professor James Tang, Secretary-General of the UGC (3rd
from the right) at the ceremony for the new academic building
at No. 3 Sassoon Road.
ABUEENZEBNE R IFNHR(G=)LIELEBIF
A EXIEFTZ 1S -

BESTLETEER2022F7 AMERRER11E
2,8200B T TMEEATIRER  IEENEAER®RA)N
HRZINERHEBERZFERX)NWABREFRELRE -
MANHBAAZEIEZANE IR  NEANAHEZE
FENME  EXSENE(LERDREMRE - BAWHA
EBRBREUANREINEAUFRERR HBENES
SENERAEAS  ETALUNE  BE - IRNEER
ATERBEERRA - EMEEEIHBFR2019F 2
HHERRPHABRERELN160RTHEEERENE
B -HESHUERESEMAABRESE  BREMEE
B IERETT o
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( Review of the Allocation Mechanism of Research {
Postgraduate Places

b 7o 5 HE 2 3R 53 Bk e 5 Y

HEEN2021F6 A BBH LB EYMARARREZE
DEEEEZERSN - HESERAR DA T B BT
RREMALEBHEICHAT AN eI EEES

Thc UGC endorsed in June 2021 that a thorough review
be conducted on the allocation mechanism of the publicly-
funded RPg student places. The Working Group on the
Review of the Allocation Mechanism of RPg Places (WGRPg)

under the aegis of the Research Group has been established
by the UGC to conduct the review and look into the feasibility
of increasing publicly-funded RPg places in response to the
2021 Policy Address. Universities provided feedback on the
proposed new allocation mechanism during the consultation
in April 2022. The UGC will discuss with the Government
for an increase in RPg places. Pending the outcome of the
discussion with the Government, the UGC will seek to finalise
the allocation mechanism as early as possible.

DR EIE20215F (HEBsRes) 2@2%  FTEmMATER
MERMERREENTTHE - KEBR2022F4 A 5K
HERREER HESRSHBAENENEREEE
THEBSEERE BRERTOEHE -

Thematic Website on Awards

S 1A N R s v

A dedicated website (https://awards.ugc.edu.hk/) - Thematic
Website on Awards, has been launched recently to pay
tribute to the awardees receiving UGC and RGC awards and
recognize their achievements. An archive of the recipients
over the past years is also included in the website to promote
public recognition of the recipients and the prestige of the
awards.

[TV y———

News Update

ESAEIRBIZ B

Thematic Website on Awards

ARGEHNESRMEREWNRIESEE  WEERE
RAT—EEBERBNEBFAuEAwards (https://awards.
ugc.edu.hk/) -~ HEREZIHMRREMMARR o LI
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S Third Audit Cycle of the Quality Assurance Council 4

BERinERE —WEREGE

Established under the aegis of the UGC as a semi- EBHESETHN—EXBUKE  EREETEERE
autonomous body, the QAC conducts quality audits to bring T/ BAFBECEhAEBNETRBERABKRE

in international and local peer perspectives on the quality
of educational experience offered by the eight UGC-funded

AEHNEE T -BHEZLETHE DE=HEZK

universities. The next round of quality audits, i.e. third audit BEB B [NEMFE] NWERET  RESEREE
cycle, will cover all programmes at all levels of study based NETERE ENEBEFES L EREMSE rffiif?
T ooy AN SRR R0 85 7B -
on the possibility o’f adopting virtual quality audits (VQAs) for RER EREZRRELRMNLRERRFERERE 4
the third audit cycle. The study suggests that while there H2019BRAEEREREREBUR » EREEZZHFEH it
are technical/practical challenges associated with VQAs, ENEEZE4ERABEERE HRASHNEHITIER B
it has become more common for the h|gher educational EEMNIE LR SEEEETRYT 5L FEEET

sector around the world to adopt VQAs since the onset of

the COVID-19 pandemic. The experiences globally have HER ZRINESEPAZERBANBRERE B

also demonstrated that, with clear guidance in place and ENEREXRPHAEEE  BERERSREAREBRE
mutual understanding among the participants, the quality of hEREENEESRE N REREE L WRE =&

the evaluation in online reviews would not be compromised.
Given the maturity of the UGC-funded universities and

EEGERNEBERERREETSHEBRREARE

the available evidence on their teaching quality, the QAC MRS °

agreed that conducting VQAs for the third audit cycle should

oProprte measures are zdopied to miigate the ecmcay  EARERNERIL  HRRRH T BZWERHE

practical challenges for the audit processes. B (RRER) ENR - URABEESITEARE
REEGE - (KREE) ENMERRASHEERK

On the basis of the findings, the QAC has promogulated an ERBEENET  YAEREERERF T ENXE

updated Audit Manual for the Third Audit Cycle (Audit Manual) > s ,
to ensure its compatibility with the requirements for VQAs too. TRRSEAMIRS] - £2023F 3 A B ERE SR

In particular, the updated Audit Manual reflects the revision ERABERE-—SEZRE-"GEXKZBHEUER
of the audit criteria in response to the systematic adoption of RNEBFRNET -
virtual teaching and learning, as well as set out an indicative
audit programme for VQAs and guidance to participants. The
QAC will further consider whether the third audit cycle would
be conducted in-person or virtually in due course before the
first audit meeting in March 2023. QUALITY
ASSURANCE
COUNCIL

Updated in May 2022

Aualit Manual (1 Upda ted in May 2022) for the Third Audit Cycle
FE =S ZIEPHIHIG B E (2022F 55 B#7)
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{_ Student-Athlete Learning Support and

Admission Scheme

University Grants Committee

24 Y5282 R RA RS

With the remarkable achievement of Hong Kong’s
outstanding athletes in the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games,
Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games and the 14th National Games,
as well as the announcement that Hong Kong will co-host the
15th National Games with Guangdong and Macao in 2025,
the UGC stepped up the support for our outstanding student-
athletes in partnership with the universities by launching the
Student-Athlete Learning Support and Admission Scheme
(SALSA Scheme) in the 2022-25 triennium with a funding
commitment of up to $100 million.

The SALSA Scheme will facilitate the admission of outstanding
Hong Kong athletes to the UGC-funded universities in a
focused, multi-pronged and personalised manner. First
of all, the universities have introduced direct admission
schemes or streamlined existing admission channels targeted
for prospective students with remarkable achievements
in sports. In the 2022-25 triennium, the UGC will allocate
additional funding to the universities for personalised support
to student-athletes at central and individual levels, such as
the appointment of Student-Athlete Support Coordinators for
one-stop guidance and support from admission to graduation,
as well as additional personal teaching assistants to enhance
academic support for student-athletes at the individual
level. The UGC will provide funding support to universities
in the form of Central Support Grant of $1 million for each
university per academic year; and Individual Support Grant
at a rate of $150,000 per eligible student-athlete so as to
encourage universities to support as many student-athletes
as possible. You are welcome to read two articles published
in local newspapers to learn more about the perspectives
of universities, athletes and the sports sector on the SALSA
Scheme.
News Article from SCMP
FAEE R MG

AERHEHEERT2020REE - RH2020BHKE AR
BEENETNEREEDS (2E]) YAITEE - B
EBR=MTER2025FREAAPETEERES  BE
BE2022-25=FHFEBIBLEN  HEDABETH
b 24 EHELEIERASTE] ([2E£EHSH
Bl o imaHfheELEsanRE -

EEEEHSE | BURE  ZEBTAEACHTE
EFBEHEHENEHESEYAE - B FREHE
BIRERE LT HARENRAIES L H HEBEREG 85
BIERBEABRE - HEGNEH2022-25=F PR BHR
HENER  BRABEDPRANEABAAZLEHESRH
EEXE  fINEERIBLEYEXERBES  REL
BHESHABZEXRH-UNEERE - KBTEEE
BEAHEEE  EEABAMNEHENELBEHSAEXL
MXE BESEQAEMASEEFRRI00BLFHARAX
B UNESESERNBLERSEIMEBISBELTAE
FERXE  UBRABRXKESELBEHE - RAMBEL
TMRERERENZNERE - A2  BHEREARW
BEE-S TR [2LEHEE] -

News Article from Ming Pao
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BEEHESBBZERASE
In sypport of the SALSA Scheme, heads of the eight UGC-funded universities signed signifying documents with
the Secretary-General of the UGC, Professor James Tang (second row, second right), in the presence of the
Chairman of the UGC, Mrr Carlson Tong (second row, second left) in February 2022,
SFE2H  HHNESTEEFN (F_HAL_) FEN  / HESESHALHIREHEK EDWEREF
HIF (F_HEZ) REROIXIE - DUrtorid] [E4£:28 5512 ] H9<FF °
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{ Injection to Special Grant for Student Support L
Services in response to the COVID-19 Pandemic

¥z s A Is) D53 K B2 53 1 =7 152 Miborss R Far joll 133 5%

HEEN2020F 1M AOHESEB KERHE5,0008 TiE
ABEIERBEOFIBR  UXEBLEEH2019BME
SREBHEE - \FIAZEF AZERTRE2020/21%
2021/228 FHBER75EE > HERSOLEHE - B
HEE BERIRER  BERBELERS BOE4£
ERRAENEE - BRHBREENR2022F6 &R -

The UGC provided a Special Grant for Student Support
Services of $50 million back in November 2020 to the UGC-
funded universities to tide over the difficult times in response
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The eight universities have been
utilising the funding to take forward a total of 75 initiatives
in the 2020/21 and 2021/22 academic years, covering the
areas of psychological counselling, mental well-being and
career planning and development, as well as physical fithess
and healthy lifestyle, to take care of the different needs of

students. The funding period was originally planned to run till
June 2022.

Given the severe impact of the fifth wave of the COVID-19

ERFELIREBHABBENEBREZHERTRREY
8 BESASENAYREMU EFEIMNEES,0008
jU o ENEEGERMSHETER YT ERRBER

188 A £2023F12A31H - RTLEESERRBENIE
RN HEETHBALERBIEBRABBESHR
RRASEFHENZIEE - KARSERIKEEF
REZEESHEE 27 BHERREE 60 ERATE  H2
EREAEEHUZE - RMTFE2022F5 B R K RE
HEMBERE  NHAHESHENAZEFHNEENG
I

pandemic on university students and the wider community in
Hong Kong, the UGC decided to inject another $50 million
into the Special Grant in early April 2022, thereby raising
the total contribution to $100 million. The funding period of
the Special Grant has also been extended by 18 months to
last until 31 December 2023. Apart from extending and/or
expanding existing initiatives, universities are also encouraged
to deploy the additional funding to organise student volunteer
campaigns and activities for anti-epidemic and community
recovery efforts. We are pleased to note that the universities
will make good use of the funding by rolling out 27 new
projects as well as sustaining another 60 existing initiatives for
the benefits of students and the wider community. We have
also published two articles in local newspapers in May 2022
on the joint efforts by the UGC and the UGC-funded
universities in the fight against the pandemic.

News Article from Sing Tao Daily
2B A®MBE

News Article from Ming Pao
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Universities have been utilising the funding to take forward a number of
initiatives, such as in the areas of mental well-being, physical fitness and
healthy lifestyle, to take care of the different needs of students.
XBETFR T HERZ IR - BENZNEPRER - B RRERES
F  BBESL0NEFZ -
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{_ Support in anti-epidemic work {

Rk

As a government department under the Education Bureau,
the UGC Secretariat had rendered full support for various anti-
pandemic initiatives. In particular, staff of the UGC Secretariat
participated in five rounds of Restriction-Testing Declaration
Operations from March to July 2022. Colleagues also took
part in the preparation of anti-epidemic service bags. The
UGC Secretariat will continue stay vigilant and support the
fight against the pandemic.

EALERETHNIMN  REEREREZ NXERER
BRI - B HESWEEETIE2022F3AE7AH
B SHETHRRFIERISENTE - BETSSHEER
RECHEEFETHE BHESWEESREFARBESE
XERE -

Restriction-Testing Declaration Operation in Kwai Shue House,
Lel Muk Shue Estate on 24 March 2022
20227F 3524 5 R Bt 2 IE 20 1T BR 1/ 22 B E &5 17 8))

Packing of anti-epidemic service bags in Queen Elizabeth

College on 31 March 2022
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