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e OUR WORK ¢
Establishment of Hostel Development Fund

RUBERRES

As announced by the CE in the 2017 Policy Address, a $12 billion Hostel {TBREERZZE—+F (iBRE) FOM:
Development Fund (HDF) will be set up to provide cost subsidy for the construction EF#HR 1208 THESERES RE
of student hostels for UGC-funded universities with shortfall of hostel places. We (I TENHESEABREBEZEAES
believe that the shortfall of student hostel places can be fully met after the HIKARNER -HMMEEREZHBESERES
construction of additional student hostels funded by HDF. We also believe that the EBIHIFTIEREEEE  EREASRMET
increase in provision of student hostel places can attract quality non-local students #2 41867 o K PIIREEIEINE AT AE R
to study in Hong Kong and, through this process, internationalise our higher SIBFKIFEARM S £ RABRE LA EF
education sector and increase the exposure of our local students. The proposed HEREBER(L BARMBENEE -
establishment of HDF is therefore highly supported by the UGC-funded universities. it - HE BB AB+HXFHRUBEEER
EemgEs-
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In order to increase hostel facilities at a faster pace, the Government will adopt a new A& J1RIE N7 & 3R i - DR ER A &I %1 B 4
approach by setting up the HDF to provide a unit cost subsidy for the construction ZERIBEEERES ABLKAEE
of student hostels. The new approach can also release more room for creativity in  RBRERBLEFES - FRBE/BEEAE
architectural design of the buildings. It is the Government's plan to submit the HVEERRHEE ZRIZEZEM - BT EIR
detailed proposal to the Finance Committee of the Legislative Council (LegCo) for 2018FFHMIEZEHN B LZE SR BHF
funding approval in mid-2018. Disbursement of the capital grant to universities B AR - B SERTERBEN
concerned will be arranged afterwards. HRAAREENEEIFLEREE -

Studentships for Local Students Enrolled in
UGC-funded Research Postgraduate Programmes
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Establishment of Task Force on Review of Research Policy and Funding

L [ AT RBER R EBEE /M |

Another important initiative announced in the 2017 Policy Address is the setting
up of the Task Force on Review of Research Policy and Funding (Task Force). The
Government has set aside no less than $10 billion as additional funding for
university research which would be disbursed subject to the recommendation of
the review. The UGC has set up the Task Force, chaired by Professor Tsui Lap-chee.

The Task Force will holistically review the research policy and funding support
strategy, with a view to ensuring quality of research, and that such research can at
the same time meet the needs of and translate the research outcomes into
competitive advantages for Hong Kong which are beneficial to its social and
economic development. Depending on the outcome of the review, the
Government will consider how resources should be provided to further support the
academic and research development of the higher education sector. The Task
Force’s first meeting was held on 19 October 2017.

The Chairman of the UGC, Mr Carlson Tong, welcomed the Government's
initiatives for promoting research which can be translated into social and economic
advantages for Hong Kong. This has always been one of UGC's key objectives. The
UGC will closely involve stakeholders in the higher education sector to explore
ways to take Hong Kong's research to the next higher level of excellence.

Planning Exercise for 2019-22 Triennium

2019-22 = FHIREI T 1E
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Mr Carlson Tong, UGC Chairman, Sir Howard Newby, Convenor of the Sub-Group
on Planning Exercise of the UGC, and Dr Richard Armour, Secretary-General of
UGC met with the universities on 21-24 August 2017 to explain the rationale and
operation of the Planning Exercise and respond to universities' comments.

UGC will soon issue Start Letters on the Planning Exercise, and universities will be
invited to submit Planning Exercise Proposals in the first quarter of 2018. The
Sub-Group on Planning Exercise will invite universities to make presentations on
their proposals in May 2018.

o ACTIVITY o
UGC Symposium
HESWHNE

Over 200 participants exchanged views with Mr Carlson Tong, Chairman of UGC,
Professor Benjamin Wah, Chairman of RGC and Dr Richard Armour,
Secretary-General of UGC at the Symposium on the Review of the RGC (Phase )
and Research Impact Fund on 14 November 2017. The symposium covered the
recommendations of the RGC Review (Phase I) and action plan, and

implementation of the Research Impact Fund.
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