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The Research Grants Council of Hong Kong
Prestigious Fellowship Schemé under the Humanities and Social Sciences Panel
Conipletion Report
" (for competed profects only)

Part. A: Project and Award Holder

1. P—roject Title

Rebuilding he Textual Basis for Researching Ming Dynasty Confucianism:
The Production of a Critical Edilion of the:Souree Book Mingru Xiean

2. Awsard Holder and Academi¢ D‘epartmentf'U‘nit-‘Involved

Name/Post Unit/Department/Institution Confact Information

CHU Hung Lam / Faculty of Humanities/ The Hong GHS'OI'-Faculty of

Chair  Professor | Kong Polytechnic University - Humanities, The Hong.

and Interin Dean Kong Palytechnic
University, Hung Hom,
Kowloon, Telephone
to: 3400-8210
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Part B:  The Renort

5. Workplan
1 Timetable of the proposed research

¥ Note thai the following timetable is designed for this [-year project under the HSSPES
alone.

(1) January 2043
A reconnaissance and research trip fo libraries ang archives in Jiangxi provinge
citles of Nanchang, Fuzhou, Yingtan, and Ji'an
(2) Pebruary to July 2013:
Write up the text of the critical edition of the Mingru xuean (to juan 30)
(3) April to July 2013:
Present findings of the research in confererices or visits and refine them for
publicafion '
(4) August to December 2013:
Write up the toxt of the critical edition of the Mingry suean-(to juan 57)
(5) Novembet to December 2013: )
i ~ Present findings in conferences or visits and refine them for publication
*(6) (January to February 2014):
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*(6) (January to February 2014):
Finish write-up of the last 5 juan of the tritical edition of the Mingru xuean
*(7) (March to May 2014):
Edit and proofiead the eptire manuscript. of the critical edition. of the Mingrit Xuegn,
for submission to the press.

*Post-grant perfod continuation of the research
2 Proposed Durition of the Fettowship (up to 12 months)
12 months (The project has been extended to 1.8 nionths):
3 The work to be undertaken durisg the Fel"l_owshi:p.
(1) A reconnaissance and research frip to libraries and atchives in Jiangxi province
before taking up the final writé up
(2) Write-up of 92% of the eittive text (57 of 62 juan of the whole book) of the oritical

edition of the Mirgri xuean
{3} Presentation and writé-up for publication of new findings of the:project
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Realisation of the workplan
(mexinum 2 pages; please state how and to what extent the sork as stated in the workplan
has been achleved; give reasons for under-achievements and outling altempts lo overcone
probiems, Iif any) '

The workplan aims to complete the wiite-up of 92% or 57 juan/chaptess of the 62-fuan text of
a critical edition of the Mingru xuear by Huang Zongxi (1610-1695) that is final product of an
on-going GRF project titled “Rebuilding the Textual Basis for Research on Confucianisii in
Ming China; An Investigation Beginning from the Source Book Mingru xuean”. At the end of
the project, which has been exiended to {8 months, three quarters of the planned work, i.e., 40
Juan, have been done. To date, about 85% of the set goal, or 52 juan, have been achieved,

The library research to verify the texts Huang Zongxi quoted into the Mingry xuean
has been done as plannied, from trips to librarles in Beijing, Changehun, Nanjing, Shanghai,
Nanchang, and Wuhan. These trips conclusively affirmed the texts Huang used that are still
extant and those thai are no longer-extant. This is crucial for the completion of both this
project and the: GRF project above-mentioned because [ can have no worty working on the
chapters whose text exists only in the Mingru xuean using other means of textual reseatch, As
a whole, it is now clear that 7 works Huang Zongxi quoted are no longer extant-(or-at least not
found in public libraries and private collections with published catalogues). Very
uiifortunately-and frustratingly, however, 5 iters of works quoted in the Ming xuean canpot
be ascertained of their text being extant or not. This is beesuse T still have no access fo. thy
tibrary collections in which are included rare-book copies of the-anthors’ works that might be
Huang Zongxi's source. The reasons for the inaccessibility ave two, The firstis library cefusal
fo visitors’ use because the baoks wantad are reportedly in bad condition, The second is that
the libraries are in the process of relocating the colleetions in which the books wanted belong.
‘The end result is that T was unable to check and collate the chaplers of Xu Yongjian (juan 14),
Pan Shizao and Fang Xuejian (juan 35), Hao Jing (juan 55). Consultation to. these authors’
works in the libraties holding them would not be possible for any definite time (although the
collections’ reopening in a year to two from now is a reasonable guess).

Otherwlse, research on the remaining chapters is completely done, which means that
59 chapters have been collated and editorial notes prepared for the manuscript, The completed
write-up of the praject to date includes a total of 52 chapters. Threg to five of them will be sent
to prospective publishers — in particular Beljing Sanlian Publishers and Beijing Zhonghua
Shuju - later in the year for review. Given the need of a scholarly edition of the Mingry xuean,

the uniqueness of this edition and a feasible date of manuscript delivery, I anlicipate a contract |

of publication without much difficulty.

The progress of the entire project (mainly the write-up of the research) was slowed
down because of the unexpected duties that T had taken up. In the summer of 2013, [ was
re-appointed head of the department at the retirement of the incurmbent head. Thus while the
rélief teachers still helped reduce the teaching load that I had, the time remained for-my own
research was much reduced and restricted, Nevertheless, T was able to publish and prepare for
conference and leciure presentations quite a few papers directly related to this project, as well
to use matetials from the project for two books that weie published. The outputs are to be
found in the next section of the report.
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6.3

Realisation of the dissemination plan

(maxifaim Z_pagés; please state how and 1o what extent the ouipuf as stated: -in the
dissémination plan, has been dchieved; give reasons for under-achieveinents dnid outline
attemprs to-overcome problems, if any)

The dissemination plan has fiot been changed althicugh the complete delivery of it has to be
delayed for some time, Given the need of such a scholarly edition of the Mingru xugan that
this project will produce and the assurance of a foreseeable dehvery of the entire manuscnpt, I
have had preliminaty contacts with Zhonghua shvjuw/H 38345, Shangwu yinshuguan/FiHS £
B, and Sanlian shudian/2E5% . . SAIZHEIE forthe publication of the erifical
edition-dand thé othier olitputs of1hé GRF p.t‘Cijﬁbl. o which the current project is based. All of
these publishers had expressed enthusiasm in publishing them. [ would subinit sampi

chapters to the one which I consider most quality giaranteed and. price decent.

Although this project is mam!y for the m:ie-up of the book manusczipt for publication,
I have also in thie course of work published and presented the following iteins.

Boolgs (based on or drawing from the research of the project)
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L 4RI, (CRIBMREIM TS (HSE) ) (Zhu Honglin®s (Chu Hung-lam) Lectures
on Huang Zongxi's Cases of Learning of Ming Confucians). Ei: FHHICAS HIR
i, 2013 4. (159 B

2R CHERY) ,  CBNEMASRY CEETHIMD (Zuifinglou fi- the literary collection of the
late Ming Confucian Tang Boyuan [Revised editionf) ¢ B EIECHELARNS, Mot
B0, MR EEE. RECE AR o B PEBR, 2048 1A
(34+21+434 H)

Journal papers. (based.on the reseaich of the profect

3R, ¢ (UM EHRR) T (A guided study of the chapter on Cao Duan in
Huang Zongxi’s soutcebook of Ming Confucianism, the Mingruxuean) , (BEZDTIER
Y =% (Journal of Stnological Studies, No.3) (20124F 10 3> » H 1-34.

4R { (BHRERER - WRTERR ) HSCARIREIER ) (Preliminary inquify tato flie textal

probiem of the Yaojiang School chaptérin Huang Zongxi's Mingry xueany » EEEs ~ &
BT - LR RIS - {EISBRERR B28 (LR DEEEHKRL 2013
Y H 271294 -

548N, (<UMBSE. LSRR (Textual problem of the Yaojing School
chapter in Huang Zongxi's Mingru xuean) , (IS L) 3 =104 (2014.12) / Studies
in Sirology Volume 34 (2014.12) , H305-361.

Conference papers (based on the research of the project)

6.“Reading the Great Learning to the Mihg Emperory”, Intetnational conference on “Reading,
Textual Production, and Literati Culture in Late Imperial China” held at Penn State
University, USA, May 31 = June 1, 2013.

7. ¢ (OiBERTR. 3 ) 1EH) (Textual collation and reading of the chapters onthe
Chongren school in the source book Mingru :;uean),.dcm International Conference on
Chinese Ancient Texts and Traditional Culture / 45 Ve [ 75 STk BE 4 S b R b 22
i§iAETEr held at the Hong Kong Polytechnic University; 13-15 December 2013.

8. {<BHfSEs FHERMIREH) (Testual collation and reading of the chapter on Wang Ji
in the source book Mingru xuean), 5" International Conference on Chinese Ancient Texfs
and Traditional Culture / 57 @ B S SR EME o b RS B2 AITHEY & held at
Hangzhou Guoxue Hui, Hangzhou, China, 27-28 October, 2014 4510 H 2728 BHTHE]
By,

9, (TSR A () « R ARR ) (Notes on Wang Yangming’s views

and comments on the Nosthern Song founders of Neo-Confucianism),Conference on
Ming-Qing intellectyal history from the-perspectives of texts and institutions/3CERELH] B
AT T 1 VI e FBARLSE F SR TR @ held at Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, China,
21-23 August 2015,

10, (<HI{BaR B EMLE-) (Textual collation and reading of the chapter on
Guangdong and Fujian Confucians iiy in the source baok Mingru xuean},_ti'h International
Conference on Chinese Ancient Texts and Traditional Culture / ST B SCARER (-

@3 L BB AT A Erheld at. Shaanxi Normal University (P78 EREC4R), Xian, China,

17-18 Ogtaber 2015,
Lectures (that draw on the research of'the project)
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11, {PEUERHHF2EHEE) (Views.on the substance of Confuelan learning in ate inperial
China), a lectng of the Publip Academic Lecture Series 2012/2013 by Distinguished
Asian Seholars- Commemeorating the S0™ Anniversary of the Departient of Chinese
Studies of the University of Malaya, in collaboration with SGM, at Wistng Kebudayaan
SOM, 9 March 2013,

12, ¢HERZLHAEA AR (Introduetionto Neo-Confucianism in Ming-dynasty

Guangdeng pravince), inaugural leclure for the = & ksiig (Public: fectures of Sanhu

shuyuan), Sanhw shuyvan, 5%5EhUITH R FEHELY Kiglan, Nanhai District,
Feshan City, Guangdong Province; 14 Maich 2015,

13, (<EE-HURAHEYARMANY (The FomrBooks and edrly modéin Chinsse-cultyre) ,

a public lecture hosted by the Department of Chifese Culture and. the Confucius Institute
of Hong Kong; The Hong Kong Folytechnic University, 20 Maich 2015: (The lectute was
broadcasted by Channel One of RTHK s (Radio and Television of Hong Kong)
programme *“ KERE in 3 parts, cach Tor 20 minutes from atound 3,10 p.ti., on 29 March
2015(8un)y 5 Apedl (Sundand 12 April (Sun). 2015, A summary of the letire was
published in the newspaper Ming Pao; 3 April 2013,

7. D‘t_h;eg impact (e‘.g, _awar‘d dof patents or prizes, collaboration with other research
institutions, krnowledge transfer, etc,)
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