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Part A: The Project and Investigator(s)

1.

Project Title

An analytical compilation of Chinese couplets on structures in Hong Kong

Investigator(s) and Academic Department(s) / Unit(s) Involved

Research Team

Name / Post

Unit / Department / Institution

Principal Investigator

TANG Chiu-kay, Dean
(now Vice President)

Faculty of Arts & Social
Sciences, Chu Hai College of

Higher Education

Co-Investigator(s) NIL NA

Others NIL NA

Project Duration
Date of RGC/
Original Revised Institution Approval
(must be quoted)

Project Start Date 1 January 2018 NA 31 August 2017
Project Completion Date | 31 December 2019 | 30 June 2020 21 August 2019
Duration (in month) 24 30 21 August 2019
Deadline for Submission | 5y 1 ber 2020 | 30 June 2021 21 August 2019
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Part B: The Final Report

5. Project Objectives
5.1 Objectives as per original application

1. The proposed research aims to salvage a precious component of Hong Kong
literature, art, and culture by recording couplets posted or inscribed on outdoor and
indoor structures.

2. It is hoped that by compiling Hong Kong couplets, the position of this genre in the
literary arena would be raised to a level equal to that of shi and ci poems and prose
written in the classical style.

3. The couplet is an integral component of local literature, therefore future books on the
history of Hong Kong literature will not be complete if this genre is not discussed.
Scholars can only start to write books on the history of Hong Kong literature from a
local perspective if they are provided with the necessary materials. It is hoped that the
outcome of the proposed research would serve such a purpose.
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4. The outcome of the proposed research will include many couplets which contain
valuable information on the history, culture, and anecdotes of the literary arena of Hong
Kong, thus contributing to a better understanding of local history, customs and behaviour
of the inhabitants. This kind of information is definitely important to the discipline of
Hong Kong studies.

5. An analytical examination of the recorded couplets may produce substantial evidence
to support or controvert the theory of horse hoof rhythm in couplet composition.

6. Many excellent local couplets have been written by famous calligraphers. Therefore,
they are not only precious literary works but also valuable works of art. The proposed
research will try to photograph every couplet collected so as to give the readers a good
chance to appreciate the artistry of the calligraphers.

7. The research outcome may serve as teaching materials for courses dealing with the
appreciation and composition of couplets offered by tertiary institutions in Hong Kong.

5.2 Revised objectives

Date of approval from the RGC:  NA

Reasons for the change: NA

3.

5.3 Realisation of the objectives
(Maximum 1 page; please state how and to what extent the project objectives have been
achieved; give reasons for under-achievements and outline attempts to overcome
problems, if any)

Objective 1: The project aims to salvage a precious part of Hong Kong literature, art, and
culture by recording couplets on local structures. Couplets found in temples, pavilions,
pagodas, quadrangles, schools, ancestral halls, Chinese gardens, and memorial archways
in Hong Kong have been recorded. Books and articles on the history and description of a
particular region of Hong Kong were examined before a field study to make sure that all
those places where couplets could most likely be found were visited. However, the PI had
to admit that the findings were not exhaustive because there were buildings which did not
welcome visitors, buildings which were undergoing repair or refurbishment, and walled
villages ([Ef) which only allowed the entry of indigenous villagers.

Objective 2: [ have been trying my best to elevate the status of couplets in the literary
arena in the past 20 years. Besides compiling all the couplets found on structures in Hong
Kong into an electronic book, I have been publishing journal articles on local couplets
and giving lectures on couplets to many secondary schools, tertiary institutions (including
City University and HKU), the public, and the Education Bureau. I also taught a course
titled Poetry and the Couplet: Composition and Appreciation for a few years and
successfully supervised an MA dissertation on couplets at HKU. To further public
interest in couplets, I had hosted a weekly RTHK programme titled #7ffetHE for more
than one year. I have been actively involved in the composition of couplets for a wide
variety of occasions and was one of the winners of the open Couplet Composition
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Contest organized by Miu Fat Buddhist Monastery. I am confident that the goal of raising
the position of couplets in the literary world to a level equal to that of classical shi and ci
poems and prose has been reached.

Objective 3: No books on the history of Hong Kong literature have ever discussed local
couplets in depth. One of the main reasons for this absence is most likely a lack of
enough materials to write about this topic. The e-book provides a record of all the
couplets found on Hong Kong structures. This will certainly facilitate future authors on
local literature to include couplets in their works.

Objective 4: Couplets containing valuable information on local literature, history and
culture were chosen and discussed in details in articles that have been published recently
in scholarly journals in Hong Kong and Taiwan. These articles, together with the
thousands of couplets recorded, would serve as teaching or reference materials for
courses in Hong Kong studies offered by tertiary institutions.

Objective 5: Every word of the couplets recorded has been marked as belonging to the
level or oblique tone. Apart from the use of leading words (£85F), which are absent in
classical shi poetry, the rules governing the tonal and rhythmic patterns of couplets have
been found to be similar to those of shi poetry. The patterns of using level and oblique
tones in the last words of the clauses of the couplets have been derived from the data
obtained using a quantitative method. A detailed analysis of the data has been presented
inthe <#E%Es > (Appendix I). The conclusions drawn from this analysis would
serve as practical guidelines for future composers of couplets. In this research, it has been
found that the theory of horse hoof rhythm did not play a dominant role in the
composition of local couplets.

Objective 6: Many local couplets have been written by famous calligraphers. An
important part of the present research is a complete photographic record of all the
couplets found. The calligraphers' artistry can be appreciated in greater detail by using the
zoom function of the computer to magnify certain parts of the couplets recorded in the
e-book. This feature would not be available if the research findings were presented in the
printed form.

Objective 7: When I taught a poetry and couplet course at The University of Hong Kong,
finding local couplets to use as teaching materials took a lot of time and effort. Local
couplets can now be conveniently retrieved and replicated thanks to the production of the
e-book. I am sure that lecturers of similar courses in the future will find it very handy to
use the contents of this e-book as teaching or reference materials.

5.4 Summary of objectives addressed to date

Objectives Addressed Percentage Achieved
(as per 5.1/5.2 above) (please tick) (please estimate)

1. The proposed research
aims to salvage a precious
component of Hong Kong
literature, art, and culture v
by recording couplets
posted or inscribed on
outdoor and indoor
structures.

100%
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2. It is hoped that by
compiling Hong Kong
couplets, the position of
this genre in the literary
arena would be raisedtoa | v/ 100%
level equal to that of shi
and ci poems and prose
written in the classical
style

3. The couplet is an
integral component of local
literature, therefore future
books on the history of
Hong Kong literature will
not be complete if this
genre is not discussed.
Scholars can only start to
write books on the history | v/ 100%
of Hong Kong literature
from a local perspective if
they are provided with the
necessary materials. It is
hoped that the outcome of
the proposed research
would serve such a
purpose.

4. The outcome of the
proposed research will
include many couplets
which contain valuable
information on the history,
culture, and anecdotes of
the literary arena of Hong
Kong, thus contributing to | v/ 100%
a better understanding of
local history, customs and
behaviour of the
inhabitants. This kind of
information is definitely
important to the discipline
of Hong Kong studies.

5. An analytical
examination of the
recorded couplets may
produce substantial v
evidence to support or
controvert the theory of
horse hoof rhythm in
couplet composition.

6. Many excellent local
couplets have been written v
by famous calligraphers.
Therefore, they are not

100%

100%
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only precious literary
works but also valuable
works of art. The proposed
research will try to
photograph every couplet
collected so as to give the
readers a good chance to
appreciate the artistry of
the calligraphers.

7. The research outcome
may serve as teaching
materials for courses
dealing with the
appreciation and
composition of couplets
offered by tertiary
institutions in Hong Kong.

100%
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6. Research Outcome

6.1 Major findings and research outcome
(Maximum 1 page; please make reference to Part C where necessary)
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6.2 Potential for further development of the research and the proposed course of action
(Maximum half'a page)

I plan to write more scholarly papers on local couplets and publish them in academic
journals, in addition to the papers that were written and published during the period of the
present research. The historical and cultural significance of the chosen couplets, as well
as their artistry, will be highlighted. Each couplet would be accompanied by its
photograph so as to allow a close examination of its calligraphy. The papers would be
compiled into a book when a sufficient number have been obtained. Hopefully this book
could be used by secondary schools and tertiary institutions as teaching or reference
materials for courses in local history, culture, and literature.

7. Layman’s Summary
(Describe in layman’s language the nature, significance and value of the research project, in
no more than 200 words)

The research project saves a precious piece of Hong Kong history, literature, art, and culture by
recording couplets posted or inscribed on outdoor and indoor structures in Hong Kong before
they are lost over time. The tonal and rhythmic patterns of these couplets have been carefully
examined and analyzed. Certain rules for couplet composition, notably the pattern of using
words in the level or oblique tone at the end of each clause, have been clarified, thus allowing
future couplet writers to have specific instructions for choosing the tonal patterns of a couplet's
clauses. The results of this study have been collected into an electronic book (Appendix VI and
VII) that can be found in the library. The e-book provides a handy record of all the couplets
found on Hong Kong structures. This will certainly facilitate future authors on local literature
to include couplets in their works. Lecturers of courses in couplet composition and Hong Kong
studies will find it very handy to use the contents of this e-book as teaching or reference
materials. I am confident that the research project has elevated this genre's status in the literary
world to that of classical shi and ci poems and prose.
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Part C:  Research OQutput

8. Peer-Reviewed Journal Publication(s) Arising Directly From This Research Project
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(Please attach a copy of the publication and/or the letter of acceptance if not yet submitted in
the previous progress report(s). All listed publications must acknowledge RGC’s funding
support by quoting the specific grant reference.)

The Latest Status of Publications

Year of
Publication

Year of
Acceptance
(For paper
accepted
but not yet
published)

Under
Review

Under
Preparation
(optional)

Author(s)
(denote the
correspond-
ing author
with an
asterisk’)

Title and
Journal /
Book
(with the
volume,
pages and
other
necessary
publishing
details
specified)

Submitted
to RGC
(indicate the
year ending
of the
relevant
progress
report)

Attached
this
Report
(Yes or No)

to

Acknowl-
edged the
Support of
RGC
(Yes or No)

Accessible
from the
Institutional
Repository
(Yes or No)

2018

EREA L«

(ETTEE
BrEe) o
(S Esm
17 ) 455 33
Hi]» 2018 4F
12HH

53-65 ¢

Yes
(Appendix II)

Yes

Yes

2019

EREA L«

(B
HaLrs e
FHHT) |

(BI=CKR
) 5534
HE 12
HE > 2019 4
5HH
62-67 °

Yes
(Appendix II)

Yes

Yes

2019

EPEALH«

(E B
HERAE
HreEaps) -

(Bl <
“ERES
b
2018)-2019
F12HH
82-93 -

Yes
(Appendix II)

Yes

Yes

2020

EPEALH«

(BHET
HY— Bl
D

(EES
#) 35
GE I
2020 42
AH
119-125 « A&
XEHE (Y
RAx)
i > 2021 4
2H1L R 12
E[ °

Yes
(Appendix II)

Yes

Yes
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2020

Kay*

Tang Chiu

A major
episode in
the history
of HK as
reflected in
couplets, in
(PRl 5
-EBEE
XAbamse
2019) > Dec
2020,
pp-6-19.

(Appendix II)

Yes

Yes

9. Recognized International Conference(s) In Which Paper(s) Related To This Research
Project Was / Were Delivered
(Please attach a copy of each conference abstract)

Submitted to

RGC .
(indicate the Accessible
year ending of | Attached | Acknowledged from the
Month / the relevant to this the Support of | Institutional
Year / progress Report RGC Repository
Place Title Conference Name report) (Yes or No) (Yes or No) (Yes or No)
The Fifth
nune018| FEEHEIHE - (TEEOE 2018 Yes Yes No
/Sydney ENTEA[E Chi}I/lIE spe Language (Appendix IIT)
and Discourse
A Study of Chinese 14" International
June/2019 Couplets on Conference on Yes
/Seoul Structures in Hong Language, No (Appendix IIT) Yes No

Kong

Innovation, Culture
and Education

10. Whether Research Experience And New Knowledge Has Been Transferred / Has

Contributed To Teaching And Learning

(Please elaborate)

Yes. Knowledge Transfer : (1) Public lecture on [HiiE#2 24 BHFENT organized by ZFEHE on

December 23, 2018. (2) Public seminar on ¥ EfEBLAI{E organized by the School of Chinese,

HKU on April 2, 2019. (Appendix 1IV)
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11. Student(s) Trained
(Please attach a copy of the title page of the thesis)

Date of Thesis
Name Degree Registered for| Date of Registration Submission /
Graduation

NA

12. Other Impact
(e.g. award of patents or prizes, collaboration with other research institutions, technology
transfer, teaching enhancement, etc.)

13. Statistics on Research Outputs

Peer-reviewed | Conference | Scholarly Patents Other Research
Journal Papers Books, Awarded Outputs
Publications Monographs (please specify)
and
Chapters
No. of outputs | 5 2 0 0 Type No.
arising directly (BeHmE |1
from this My o (R
research HLEESE I 2K
project R LGB Htet
{ZRKEE > 20204)
H15-28 -
(Appendix V)

14. Public Access Of Completion Report
(Please specify the information, if any, that cannot be provided for public access and give the
reasons.)

Information that Cannot Be
Provided for Public Access

Nil

Reasons
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