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Dr Christoph Alexander HAFNER City University of  Hong Kong

Prof John N ERNI Hong Kong Baptist  University

Dr Kenny Kwok-kwan NG Hong Kong Baptist  University

Prof Oi-ling SIU Lingnan University

Prof Bryan MERCURIO The Chinese University of  Hong Kong

Prof Mu-chou POO The Chinese University of  Hong Kong

Prof Annett SCHIRMER The Chinese University of  Hong Kong 

Prof Sheung-tak CHENG The Education University of  Hong Kong

Dr Brian Chi-hang FONG The Education University of  Hong Kong

Prof Xiaorong HAN The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

HSSPFS Awardees



Prof Jianmei LIU The Hong Kong University of  Science and Technology

Prof Johannes Man-mun CHAN The University of  Hong Kong

Prof Frank Xin HE The University of  Hong Kong

Prof Kendall A. JOHNSON The University of  Hong Kong

Prof Janny Hiu-chi LEUNG The University of  Hong Kong

Prof Brendan Stuart Hackett WEEKES The University of  Hong Kong

Prof Paul Siu-fai YIP The University of  Hong Kong

HSSPFS Awardees



Dr Christoph Alexander HAFNER
Department of English
City University of Hong Kong

HSSPFS Awardee

Project Title:

Language socialization: Learning the genres of oral 

advocacy at law school



HSSPFS Awardee

Dr Christoph Alexander HAFNER

 Associate Professor at City University of Hong Kong

 President of Asia-Pacific Languages for Specific Purposes and Professional Communication
Association (current)

 Expert in the fields of specialized discourse, digital literacies and language learning and
technology

 This project focuses on specialized English language learning by Hong Kong law students. In
particular, it focuses on the oral advocacy skills that students develop in so-called ‘moots’, which
are similar to mock trials

 Awards and Honours: 
 City University of Hong Kong Teaching Excellence Award (2013)



Prof John N ERNI
Department of Humanities and 
Creative Writing
Hong Kong Baptist University

HSSPFS Awardee

Project Title:

Human Rights Museums in the Transpacific: A Comparative 

Study of Cultural Institutions for the Histories of Difference 

and Resistance
陳錦榮教授



HSSPFS Awardee

Prof John N ERNI

 Fung Hon Chu Endowed Chair of Humanics and Chair Professor at Hong Kong Baptist
University

 Head of the Department of Humanities & Creative Writing (2014-2020)

 Expert in the fields of international and Asia-based cultural studies, human rights legal criticism,
gender and sexuality in media culture, cultural politics of race/ethnicity/migration

 Author or editor of 9 academic titles

 This project critically engages with the growth of cultural actions among governments, urban
policy makers, and various kinds of cultural institutions to find ways to translate human rights
into accessible ideas and practices for the public



Dr Kenny Kwok-kwan NG
Academy of Film
Hong Kong Baptist University

HSSPFS Awardee

Project Title:

The Cultural Cold War and Contested Chineseness in Hong 

Kong Cinema

吳國坤博士



HSSPFS Awardee

Dr Kenny Kwok Kwan NG

 Associate Professor at the Hong Kong Baptist University

 Ph.D. in East Asian Languages and Civilizations, Harvard University

 Expert in the fields of history and politics in literature and culture, the relationships between
literary and visual studies, vernacular literature and urban culture, colonial cultural history, and
comparative literature

 Author of the book Li Jieren, Geopoetic Memory, and the Crisis of Writing Chengdu in Revolutionary
China (Brill, 2015)

 This project aims to delineate the impact of the cultural Cold War on Chinese-language films
produced in Hong Kong, and study how ideology and political idealism shaped the ethics and
aesthetics of postwar Hong Kong cinema (1949–1989)



Prof Oi-ling SIU
Department of Applied Psychology
Lingnan University

HSSPFS Awardee

Project Title:

Economic, Psychological, and Social Costs of Occupational 

Stress in the Big Bay Area: Growth Mindset and 

Psychological Capital as Stress Moderators
蕭愛鈴教授



HSSPFS Awardee

Prof Oi-ling SIU

 Lam Woo Co & Ltd Chair Professor of Applied Psychology at Lingnan University

 Dean of Faculty of Social Sciences, Lingnan University

 Expert in the fields of occupational stress, work-life balance and psychology of safety

 Editor of International Journal of Stress Management (2015-20) and Associate Editor of Journal of
Occupational Health Psychology (from 2015)

 This project evaluates how occupational stressors functioned among employees in Greater Bay
Area



Prof Bryan MERCURIO
Faculty of Law
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

HSSPFS Awardee

Project Title:

Reshaping Global Trade: The Impact and Effects of the US-

China Trade War



HSSPFS Awardee

Prof Bryan MERCURIO

 Simon F.S Li Professor of Law at the Chinese University of Hong Kong

 Expert in the fields of international economic law

 Co-author of a widely prescribed textbook on WTO law (Hart Publishing, 2018, 3rd ed)

 Co-editor of the leading collection on bilateral and regional trade agreements (Cambridge
University Press, 2nd ed, 2016)

 This project seeks to provide leading analysis and thought leadership on issues of the US-China
trade war, multilateral trade system and future of the global trade regime



Prof Mu-chou POO
Department of History
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

HSSPFS Awardee

Project Title:

The Imagined Paradise: The Netherworld in Ancient Egypt 

and China

蒲慕州研究教授



HSSPFS Awardee

Prof Mu-chou POO

 Research Professor at the Chinese University of Hong Kong

 Expert in the fields of society and religion of ancient Egypt and China, and comparative study of
antiquity

 Published monographs in these three fields, in Chinese and English. Examples include Wine and
Wine Offering in the Religion of Ancient Egypt (London, 1995); In Search of Personal Welfare: A View of
Ancient Chinese Religion (Albany: SUNY, 1998); Enemies of Civilization: Attitudes toward Foreigners in
Ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt and China (Albany: SUNY, 2005), and Daily Life in Ancient China
(Cambridge, 2018)

 This project is the first book-length study of the concept of the netherworld and the idea of
happiness in ancient Egypt and China



Prof Annett SCHIRMER
Department of Psychology
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

HSSPFS Awardee

Project Title:

A new gating theory on the convergence of “discriminative” 

and “affective” touch



HSSPFS Awardee

Prof Annett SCHIRMER

 Professor at the Chinese University of Hong Kong

 Expert in the fields of nonverbal processes in social interactions

 50 publications in peer-reviewed journals

 Associate editor for Social Cognitive and Affective Neuroscience

 This project was inspired by her interest in interpersonal touch and questions surrounding the
somatosensory pathways that relay gentle caress to the brain



Prof Sheung-Tak CHENG
Department of Health and Physical Education
The Education University of Hong Kong

HSSPFS Awardee

Project Title:

Nonpharmacological Interventions for Informal Caregivers: 

A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis of the Effects on 

Symptoms and Functioning of Persons with Dementia
鄭相德教授



HSSPFS Awardee

Prof Sheung-Tak CHENG

 Chair Professor at the Education University of Hong Kong

 Emeritus Member and Issue Matter Specialist of the Global Council on Brain Health

 Expert consultant to the United Nations Programme on Ageing, Fellow of the American
Psychological Association (APA), the Association for Psychological Science, and the
Gerontological Society of America

 This project will provide invaluable information for service providers in terms of designing and
prioritizing different services for families with dementia care needs

 Awards and Honours: 
 Henry David Mentoring Award (2015)
 Certificate of Appreciation for Contributions as a Humanitarian Worker (2008)
 Outstanding International Psychologist Award (2007)



Dr Chi-hang Brian FONG
Academy of Hong Kong Studies
The Education University of Hong Kong

HSSPFS Awardee

Project Title:

Comparative Territorial Autonomies: Exploring A New 

Comparative Politics Dataset 

方志恒博士



HSSPFS Awardee

Dr Chi Hang Brian FONG

 Associate Professor at the Education University of Hong Kong

 Founding Associate Director of the Academy of Hong Kong Studies, the Education University of
Hong Kong

 Expert in the fields of great-power competition, democratization, territorial autonomies,
nationalism, and public budgeting

 Founding editor of Hong Kong Studies Reader Series, associate editor of Social Transformation in
Chinese Societies, and first-editor of several comparative politics books

 This project aims at compiling a “Comparative Territorial Autonomies Codebook” for guiding
the subsequent development of the first comparative politics dataset of territorial autonomies
worldwide



Prof Xiaorong HAN
Department of Chinese Culture
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

HSSPFS Awardee

Project Title:

Migration and Ethnicity in War and Revolution: The 

Chinese in Northern Vietnam since 1885

韓孝榮教授



HSSPFS Awardee

Prof Xiaorong HAN

 Professor at the Hong Kong Polytechnic University

 Head of the Department of Chinese Culture, the Hong Kong Polytechnic University

 Director of the Confucius Institute of Hong Kong

 PI’s research has focused on the interactions between intellectuals and peasants and between
state and ethnic minorities in China, as well as China’s relations with Southeast Asia, particularly
Vietnam

 This project is a study of the ethno-political history of the Chinese community in northern
Vietnam during the modern period, with a focus on the impact of war and revolution on the
migration and ethnicity of that community



Prof Jianmei LIU
Division of Humanities
The Hong Kong University of Science 
and Technology

HSSPFS Awardee

Project Title:

The Predicament of “the Third Space” in Modern China

劉劍梅教授



HSSPFS Awardee

Prof Jianmei LIU

 Professor at the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

 Author of Zhuangzi and Modern Chinese Literature and Revolution Plus Love: Literary History,
Women's Bodies, and Thematic Repetition in Twentieth-Century Chinese Fiction

 Co-editor of The Jin Yong Phenomenon: Chinese Martial Arts Fiction and Modern Chinese Literary
History and Gao Xingjian: Transmedia Aesthetics

 This project will contribute to the study of the cultural politics of “the third space” in modern
China, which exerted far-reaching influence on Chinese intellectual history, literature, art, and
films



Prof Johannes Man-mun CHAN
Department of Law
The University of Hong Kong

HSSPFS Awardee

Project Title:

Constitutional Review and Judicial Independence under One 

Country, Two Systems: Convergence or  Divergence?

陳文敏教授



HSSPFS Awardee

Prof Johannes Man Mun CHAN

 Chair of Public Law at the University of Hong Kong

 Expert in the fields of constitutional and administrative law

 Author/editor of about 30 books and 250 book chapters/articles/conference presentations

 Visiting Professorship at University College London (2018-2023), BOK Visiting International 
Professor of Penn Law School, University of Pennsylvania, and Herbert Smith Freehills Visiting 
Professor of Cambridge University

 This project intends to provide a systematic study on judicial independence within an 
authoritarian state in the unique Hong Kong context



Prof Frank Xin HE
Department of Law
The University of Hong Kong

HSSPFS Awardee

Project Title:

Gendered Divorce Litigation in China

賀欣教授



HSSPFS Awardee

Prof Frank Xin HE

 Professor at the University of Hong Kong

 Over 40 published articles in the fields of law and society, and area studies

 This project expands PI’s sporadic studies on divorce law practices to a
systematic examination on the relationship between the divorce decision-
making in Chinese courts and gendered outcomes



Prof Kendall A. JOHNSON
School of English
The University of Hong Kong

HSSPFS Awardee

Project Title:

The Extraterritorial Print Adventures of Early American 

Missions to China: The Cultural Origin and Diplomatic 

Legacies of American Evangelism during the Opium Wars
莊競滔教授



HSSPFS Awardee

Prof Kendall A. JOHNSON

 Professor at the University of Hong Kong

 Expert in the fields of American literatures and researches material print culture in a
transnational and global historical frame

 Author of the book The New Middle Kingdom: China and the Early American Romance of Free Trade
(Johns Hopkins University Press, 2017), Henry James and the Visual (Cambridge University Press, 2007;
2011), Narratives of Free Trade in Early US-China Relations (Hong Kong University Press, 2010;
contributing editor) etc.

 This project delves into the theological concepts behind the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions (ABCFM)’s commitment to print evangelism in order to explain why the 
missionaries went to China in the first place and how they reacted to the consequences of their 
printing



Prof Janny Hiu-chi LEUNG
School of English
The University of Hong Kong

HSSPFS Awardee

Project Title:

Digital Speech, Public Discourse, and Criminality

梁曉姿教授



HSSPFS Awardee

Prof Janny Hiu Chi LEUNG

 Professor at The University of Hong Kong

 Has held visiting roles at the Harvard Yenching Institute, McGill University, and the National
Humanities Center

 Expert in the fields of language and law

 This project evaluates the compatibility of existing approaches to online speech regulation with
different rationales for free speech, in view of the changing ways in which people express
themselves and interact with one another in the digital age

 Awards and Honours:
 Outstanding Young Researcher Award, HKU (2017/2018)



Prof Brendan Stuart Hackett WEEKES
Faculty of Education
The University of Hong Kong

HSSPFS Awardee

Project Title:

Intervention and Prevention of Neurodegenerative Disease 

in the Greater Bay Area (GBA)



HSSPFS Awardee

Prof Brendan Stuart Hackett  WEEKES

 Chair Professor at the University of Hong Kong

 Expert in the fields of Chinese lexical processing, reading and writing difficulties in Chinese and
cognitive processing and the neurobiology of bilingual speakers

 Advisory Boards of Research Centres, Institutes and Governments (Government of Peoples
Republic of China); the EU (Norwegian Research Council); India (UNESCO); the US (NSF/PIRE);
and in Australia (Australian Government and Australian Research Council)

 Consultant for the ARC, Ministry of Finance (China), MultiLing (Oslo), NSF, and UNESCO

 This project aims to understand the cognitive processes of communication and individuals with 
communication disorders resulting from neuropsychological impairments, and to develop 
training and intervention that improves cognitive processing in dementia to promote healthy 
ageing.



Prof Paul Siu-fai YIP
Department of Social Work and 
Social Administration
The University of Hong Kong

HSSPFS Awardee

Project Title:

A study on poverty transition and the effectiveness of 

poverty alleviation programs.

葉兆輝教授



HSSPFS Awardee

Prof Paul Siu Fai YIP

 Chair Professor at the University of Hong Kong

 Associate Dean(Research) at the Faculty of Social Sciences, the University of Hong Kong

 Director of the Hong Kong Jockey Club Centre for Suicide Research and Prevention

 More than 500 research papers relating to population health published

 This project uses the two-wave panel data rather than cross-sectional data to examine the dynamic aspect of
poverty. It also aims to identify who is likely to fall into poverty and who will be able to get out of poverty

 Awards and Honours:
 Australia-China Alumni Award for Research (2019)
 Medal of honor from the HKSAR (2017)
 Stengel Research Award (2011)
 Outstanding supervisor and researcher of the University of Hong Kong (2010-11, 2009-2010)


