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University Grants Committee
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#E#42 ouRREF:  UGC/GEN/232/92

HIERY S APPLICATION REF. NO.:

N i TELEPHONE:

Mr Carlson Tong, GBS, JP
Chairman

University Grants Committee
7/F Shui On Centre

6-8 Harbour Road

Wanchai

Hong Kong

Dear Carlson,

e ] A R VA R V3 6 22 8 il 22 L T
7/F Shui On Centre, 6-8 Harbour Road
Wan Chai, Hong Kong, China

HLIE Tel: (852) 2844 9952

fEH Fax: (852) 2526 8436

FLT-#B3E E-Mail: ugc@ugce.edu.hk

P31l Homepage: www.ugc.edu.hk

30 June 2021

Research Grants Council
Report for 2019/20

Under its terms of reference, the Research Grants Council (RGC) is
required, among other things, to report on its work annually to the Government

through the University Grants Committee.

I have the pleasure to submit herewith the report of the Research
Grants Council covering the twenty-ninth year of the Council’s operations. The
report will be published on the RGC’s website for public accountability.

I should be grateful if you would forward the report to the
Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.

Yours sincerelv.

(i

Professor Yuk-shan Wong
Chairman
Research Grants Council
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Foreword from the Chairman

TEFS

This past year 2019/20 has been another robust and
productive one for the Research Grants Council (RGC). The
RGC has been following up closely on the recommendations
made by the Task Force on Review of Research Policy
and Funding (TFRPF). With the Legislative Council’s
support and funding approval, the RGC has made marked
progress in takng forward the initiatives as committeed by
the Government in the 2018 Policy Address. The HK$20-
billion injection to the Research Endowment Fund (REF) has
already been well in place to generate investment income
for enhancement of disbursement budgets for research; and
the HK$3-billion Research Matching Grant Scheme as well
as the three new regular RGC research fellowship schemes
have been successfully launched as planned. It is most
encouraging to note that the newly introduced initiatives
for the benefits of the research community have been well
received. With the vitality and creativity of Hong Kong
researchers, our funded projects have continued to produce
remarkable results in a wide range of disciplines.

RGC Highlighted Activities in the
2019/20 academic year

General Research Fund

Over 50% of RGC’s budget is allocated for the General
Research Fund which supports a large number of
researchers. The aim is to supplement universities’ own
research support to those who have achieved or have the
potential to achieve excellence. This past year, out of 2,975
applications from a wide range of disciplines, we funded a
total of HK$654 million for 1,005 research projects.

Early Career Scheme

The Early Career Scheme is intended to nurture junior
academics and to prepare them for a career in education
and research. In the 2019/20 academic year, out of 400
applications, 166 projects were funded at a total amount of
HK$95 million, with seven of them rated “Outstanding”. The
applicants of these projects were each granted an honorary
title of “The Early Career Award 2019/20".
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Collaborative Research Fund

The Collaborative Research Fund (CRF) Scheme supports
multi-investigator, multi-disciplinary projects in order to
encourage more research groups to engage in creative and
high quality cross-disciplinary projects. For the 2019/20
exercise, out of 212 applications, 24 research projects
were funded at a total amount of HK$121 million. The
CRF Committee has for the first time allocated one-year
seed money and exploratory funding to three proposals,
amounting to HK$7 million in total, with a view to helping
the project teams to further develop their proposals and
seek full-scale funding in future.

The CRF Project Briefing Session was held in December
2019 to monitor the progress of 14 funded projects. The
project teams received valuable feedbacks fromt he CRF
Committee Members.

Joint Research Schemes

Joint Research Schemes are established in collaboration
with research bodies in the Mainland and overseas and
are meant to promote and further encourage research
co-operation and exchanges. These joint schemes
provide funding for supporting research projects, travels,
conferences/workshops or fellowships. In the 2019/20
academic year, the RGC ran six Joint Research Schemes
with partner agencies in other regions.

Humanities and Social Sciences
Prestigious Fellowship Scheme

The Humanities and Social Sciences Prestigious Fellowship
Scheme was established to recognise excellence in the
Humanities and Social Sciences. It provides relief teachers
and supporting funds to the outstanding investigators
under the Humanities and Social Sciences Panel to enable
them to focus on research work and writing. The fellowship
provides resources for the employment of relief teachers, as
well as the costs of travel, subsistence and dissemination
of outputs. Nine prestigious investigators were awarded in
the 2019/20 academic year and HK$4.51 million in total was
allocated.
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Foreword from the Chairman

ERFE

Theme-based Research Scheme

The objective of the Theme-based Research Scheme (TRS)
is to focus academic research efforts of the University
Grants Committee (UGC)-funded universities on themes of
strategic importance to the long-term development of Hong
Kong. There are four research themes, namely “Promoting
Good health”, “Developing a Sustainable Environment”,
“Enhancing Hong Kong’s Strategic Position as a Regional
and International Business Centre” and “Advancing
Emerging Research and Innovations Important to Hong
Kong” under the scheme. With the addition of three new
grand challenge topics, namely “Food Production and Food
Security”, “Financial Technologies (FinTech) and Regulatory
Technologies (RegTech)” and “Artificial Intelligence” in
2018/19, there are currently a total of 19 grand challenge
topics under the four themes.

The ninth round exercise was held in the 2019/20 academic
year. A total of 47 preliminary proposals were received.
After the preliminary selection and a vigorous peer-review
process, the RGC allocated HK$200 million to support five
projects.

Competitive Research Funding
Schemes for the Local Self-financing
Degree Sector

The RGC first launched three research funding schemes
for the local self-financing degree sector in 2013. They are
the Faculty Development Scheme, the Inter-Institutional
Development Scheme and the Institutional Development
Scheme (IDS).

Starting from the 2019/20 (Sixth Round) exercise, the
IDS was branched out into two grants, namely the
“Research Infrastructure Grant” and the “Collaborative
Research Grant”. The original mode of operation of the
IDS continued in the form of Research Infrastructure
Grant. The Collaborative Research Grant was modelled
on the Collaborative Research Fund in the UGC sector
to encourage and support collaborative and / or cross
disciplinary research.

The RGC received 273 applications in the Sixth Round
exercise and funded a total of HK$74.15 million for 75
research projects. The results of the Sixth Round exercise
were announced in September 2019. Following the
completion of the Sixth Round exercise, the Seventh Round
exercise started in November 2019. A total of 15 local self-
financing degree-awarding institutions were eligible for the
three funding schemes. The results of the Seventh Round
exercise will be announced in September 2020.
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Areas of Excellence Scheme

The Areas of Excellence Scheme provides support to
the UGC-funded universities to build upon their existing
strengths and develop them into areas of excellence. The
Ninth Round exercise was launched in November 2019/20.
A total of 20 eligible preliminary proposals were received,
seeking grants of HK$1.5 billion. Results of the exercise will
be announced in late December 2020.

Research Impact Fund

The Research Impact Fund (RIF) was established in 2018
to encourage local academics to consider and articulate
the potential of research to deliver benefit for the wider
community and also to encourage a greater volume of
collaborative research beyond academia. For the 2019/20
exercise, out of 182 applications, 11 research projects were
funded at a total amount of HK$72.7 million.

Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme

The Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme (HKPFS) continues
to enhance internationalisation of our higher education
sector. In the first ten rounds of exercise, about 2,000
candidates from more than 80 countries/regions were
selected to pursue their PhD studies in Hong Kong.

The monthly stipend and annual conference and research-
related travel allowance for the 2019/20 academic year are
HK$25,800 and HK$12,900 respectively. Thereafter, the
UGC Secretariat will arrange annual adjustment to the level
of stipend and travel allowance at the beginning of each
academic year, in accordance with the Composite CPI, as
announced by the Census and Statistics Department.

In light of the very good quality of the HKPFS graduates, the
number of fellowship places of the HKPFS will be increased
from 250 to 300 for the Twelfth Round (for 2021/22 instake)
and subsequent exercises.

Tuition Waiver for Local Research
Postgraduate (RPg) Students

Starting from the 2018/19 academic year, the Government
provides tuition waiver for all local students enrolled in
UGC-funded RPg programmes. In the 2019/20 academic
year, over 1,600 students benefited from the scheme and
the total tuition waived was about HK$64 million.
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Foreword from the Chairman

ERFE

Research Matching Grant Scheme

Launched on 1 August 2019 for a period of three years with
HK$3-billion funding, the Research Matching Grant Scheme
aims to allow the sector to diversify research funding
sources and incentivise more contribution and collaboration
from the private sector. After the third processing cycle,
matching grant at a total amount of HK$768 million has
been disbursed to 18 participating universities/ institutions,
with a total of seven universities reaching the matching floor
of HK$50 million.

RGC Postdoctoral Fellowship Scheme

Introduced in the 2019/20 academic year, the RGC
Postdoctoral Fellowship Scheme (PDFS) aims to encourage
doctoral graduates in pursuing career in research and
provide promising reserarchers with support at a pivotal
time in their very early career. The 50 awardees in the
debut exercise have been notified of their attainment of the
award in April 2020. They will be provided with support of
annual stipends to cover their basic salary as postdoctoral
fellow at a UGC-funded university as well as conference
and research-related travel allowance throughout the
36-month fellowship period. The first annual stipend is at
HK$396,600. Subject to the relevant terms and conditions,
the annual stipend for the subsequent years will be
adjusted according to the Composite Consumer Price Index
announced by Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
Government.

RGC Research Fellow Scheme /
RGC Senior Research Fellow Scheme

Introduced in the 2019/20 academic year, the RGC
Research Fellow Scheme (RFS) and RGC Senior Research
Fellow Scheme (SRFS) aim at providing sustained support
and relief from teaching and administrative duties for
exceptionally outstanding academics at UGC-funded
universities in Hong Kong, with a view to facilitating their
full dedication to research and development. As endorsed
by the RGC in June 2020, there are 10 RFS and 10 SRFS
awardees in the debut exercise. They will be supported
with a fellowship grant covering a period of 60 months at
around HK$5.2 million (for RFS) and HK$7.8 million (for
SRFS) respectively. The total allocation of the two schemes
in the debut exercise amounts to around HK$130 million.

RGC Public Lectures

To share the research findings with the community,
researchers of the RGC funded projects have been invited
to deliver public lectures since April 2009. In the 2019/20
academic year, the RGC jointly held three RGC Public
Lectures on “FinTech”, “Challenge of Population Ageing:
Dementia” and “Themed-based Research Scheme” with the
Hong Kong Science Museum and the Hong Kong Central
Library respectively. There was active participation from the
community.
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RGC’s Strategic Initiatives

The RGC is facing challenges arising, for example, from new
and emerging research needs of the academic community
and high expectation from the society on the standard of
research integrity in publicly funded projects. To tackle
these challenges, the RGC has taken a number of initiatives.

The RGC held a symposium on 15 July 2019 at the Hong
Kong Polytechnic University to exchange views with
frontline researchers on the Review of the RGC (Phase
I). The final report of the review was released in October
2019. A total of 13 recommendations were made, covering
the aims and objectives of funding schemes, assessment
processes, time commitment of Principal Investigators,
forms and documents, communication and engagement
open access policy, conflicts of interest and academic
misconduct. The RGC formulated an implementation plan
on the review recommendations in December 2019.

As one of the major recommendations of the Review of the
RGC (Phase Il), the RGC has engaged an external consultant
to conduct a review of its documents and external reviewer
(ER) database. The review commenced in May 2020 and
would cover the full range of forms and documents of RGC
funding schemes with a view to improving consistency,
operational effectiveness and transparency. A review of
the ER database would also be carried out. Consultation
with stakeholders, including universities, RGC and its
committees/ panels, would take place from late June to
September 2020. The review is expected to be completed
by the end of 2020.
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Professor Benjamin W Wah, the then Chairman of the RGC,
spoke at the Symposium on the Review of the RGC (Phase
) on 15 July 2019.
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Foreword from the Chairman

ERFE

Following up the recommendation of the RGC Review
(Phase Il), the UGC Secretariat is enhancing the design
and content of the RGC website to build a transparent and
consistent information channel to the research community
and the public. The revamped RGC website, with a fresh
look, restructured organization and new contents, will be
launched progressively from August 2020.

Following the establishment of the Collaborative Research
Review Working Group (CRWG) in June 2019 to review
three RGC’s collaborative research funding schemes,
namely the Collaborative Research Fund, the Theme-based
Research Scheme, and the Areas of Excellence Scheme,
the CRWG held its third meeting on 23 March 2020 to firm
up its interim recommendations for the review. Consultation
will be conducted in July 2020 to collect views from the
UGC-funded universities on the interim recommendations
proposed by the CRWG. It is expected that the review will
be concluded in 2020.

With the objective of strengthening coordination among
government research funding agencies, the Liaison Group
on Research (the Liaison Group), an interdepartmental
platform, was set up in May 2019 as a follow-up
to the recommendation of the TFRPF. Composed
of representatives from the Education Bureau, the
Environmental Protection Department, the Food and Health
Bureau, the Innovation and Technology Commission, the
Policy Innvoation and Co-ordination Office, as well as the
UGC Secretariat, the Liaison Group meets twice a year
and as required to discuss issues of common interests
regarding research policy and funding as well as any forms
of collaboration among the research funding agencies, for
the benefit of the research sector.

Pursuant to the endorsement of the Liaison Group,
the UGC Secretariat is working on three coordination
initiatives, namely devising a technical solution to crack
down duplicate applications, harmonising the open-access
policies among the funding agencies, and establishing a
public information portal on the Government’s research
policy and funding support.

Last but not least, | would like to take this opportunity
to express my heartfelt appreciation to our research
colleagues who have devoted their very best to research
in the past year, and have great pleasure in introducing the
Annual Report for 2019/20.

Research Grants Council fIR’&Bh B
Annual Report 2019/20 3R

BEMEBRIT(E-MER) OEIN
REMPBAIELAT R BRI
MAR > AR LR R AREL —D
AEgEPER —BMHNRINEE - M
20208 AFF 16 HERBWUEESE
o LAERETEVESR - Aok R A ML ZE A
FMILARHNE - [ ARER e

AR =T AR BTN ERTIK
Tty sEMMMERRE] - [Z85R
R M IEgERgET L] - PRB T
2019 6 AR METR R 17/ V4R (R 17
NER) o B TT/NEE F20209F3 A23 H 2
THE =X 2 W HAP BN » &R
B¥EF2020%F7 A# 17814 - sLRIT/NA
REZHAHZNRESH RS R KRE
RE D 17 THETER F2020F 26K °

9 0058 B A 55 R B AILAG 2 (B A 4018 -
B RIE T T/NAR N - 20194
5 A IR FTBR LR/ NE (BRER/NR) © 1B
—NEEITTA  BRKNEHBER -
IERIFE RYMRTER - IR
F BRI NRAFENFLARK A2
WP RKRARK - FEFETMARHK
REEMAET2N - EIEHPF T FF
SHETR T - THRBERM A BB hs
W WIS SRR B R A
B AR S AR B -

ERE/NENZFHT  BASW LI
EFZHT =W AEE - BIARAKT
RITLEERYPEIE - R AN
B TT PR K BUSR DA B2 58 37 W i DA 18] 3
BUF A R RERER M) -

RE - RERRIE-FE PRI
RHFEEBARRME - HRXARRE
B)/52019/20F1Rk) °



)

€

The Research Grants Council and its Organisation

The Research Grants Council

The Research Grants Council (RGC) is a non-statutory
advisory council operating under the aegis of the University
Grants Committee (UGC). It was formally established on 1
January 1991 to replace the Research Sub-Committee of
the UGC.

The RGC’s members are appointed by the Chief
ExecutiveM® of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region (HKSAR) and comprise non-local academics,
local academics and local lay persons. All members
are appointed on an ad personam basis. The RGC’s
membership for 2018/19 is listed in Appendix A.

Terms of Reference
The RGC’s Terms of Reference are:

° To advise the HKSAR Government, through the UGC,
on the needs of the institutions of higher education
in Hong Kong in the field of academic research,
including the identification of priority areas, in order
that a research base adequate for the maintenance of
academic vigour and pertinent to the needs of Hong
Kong may be developed.

o To invite and receive, through the institutions of higher
education, applications for research grants from
academic staff and for the award of studentships and
post-doctoral fellowships; to approve awards and
other disbursements from funds made available by the
HKSAR Government through the UGC for research;
to monitor the implementation of such grants and to
report at least annually to the HKSAR Government
through the UGC.

Note: The HKSAR Chief Executive has delegated his authority to appoint the
RGC members to the Secretary for Education.
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The Research Grants Council and its Organisation
MRRAY B R EEH

Chart 1.1: RGC Organisational Structure
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The Research Grants Council and its Organisation
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RGC Research Funding Schemes
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The Research Grants Council and its Organisation
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How the Research Grants Council is
Organised

The RGC works in close partnership with the UGC and
advises and reports to the Government through the UGC on
matters within its purview. The organisational structure of
the RGC is presented in Chart 1.1.

The RGC normally meets twice a year, in June and
December respectively. The June meeting mainly involves
the allocation of research grants submitted under funding
schemes such as the General Research Fund, the Early
Career Scheme, the Humanities and Social Sciences
Prestigious Fellowship Scheme,the Theme-based Research
Scheme and the RGC Research Fellow Scheme/ RGC
Senior Research Fellow Scheme; and a preliminary
consideration of new applications under the Areas of
Excellence Scheme. The December meeting is usually
devoted to examining resource allocation among various
established and new funding initiatives for the following
year; the allocation of research grants submitted under
the Collaborative Research Fund, Research Impact Fund
and the Areas of Excellence Scheme; and a preliminary
consideration of new applications under the Theme-based
Research Scheme.

Subject Panels
The following five Subject Panels assist the RGC in its work:

Biology and Medicine

Business Studies

Engineering

Humanities and Social Sciences
Physical Sciences

The five subject panels are responsible for the evaluation of
applications and monitoring the approved projects under
the General Research Fund, the Early Career Scheme, the
Humanities and Social Sciences Prestigious Fellowship
Scheme and the Joint Research Schemes. These panels
consist of academics both local and non-local.

The Subject Panels normally meet once in June every year
before the RGC meetings, primarily to select applications
for allocations as well as to monitor on-going projects and
assess completed projects.

Applications for research grants are assessed through
peer review by panel members and external reviewers,
all of whom are recognized experts in their fields in or
outside Hong Kong. The panels report to the RGC with
recommendations on which projects should be funded after
their meetings.
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The Research Grants Council and its Organisation

Collaborative Research Fund
Committee

The Collaborative Research Fund is provided to the UGC-
funded universities for the procurement of major research
facilities and/or equipment or library collections which could
not otherwise be afforded by one university and which
could be used for collaborative research or group research
activities that operate across disciplines and/or normal
institutional boundaries.

The Collaborative Research Fund Committee is charged
with selecting proposals for funding support, as well as
monitoring the funded projects.

Major Projects Steering Committee

The Major Projects Steering Committee oversees the
Theme-based Research Scheme and the Areas of
Excellence Scheme. In respect of the Theme-based
Research Scheme, the Committee advises the RGC on
the criteria for selecting Theme-based Research Scheme
proposals and monitors the funded projects. The Theme-
based Research Scheme Selection Panel under the Major
Projects Steering Committee assists in implementing the
shortlisting, assessment and monitoring of projects.

In respect of the Areas of Excellence Scheme, the
Committee advises the RGC on the strategy and criteria
for selecting potential areas of excellence, identifies and
prioritizes such proposals for funding support, as well as
monitors funded projects.

Steering Committee on Research
Themes and Topics

The Steering Committee on Research Themes and Topics
was established in November 2017 to advise the RGC on
selection of appropriate themes and grand challenge topics
for the Theme-based Research Scheme.

Research Impact Fund Committee

The Research Impact Fund was established in 2018 to
encourage more impactful research and foster more
collaborative efforts with stakeholders beyond academia.

The Research Impact Fund Committee is responsible for
selecting proposals for funding support and will also be
responsible for monitoring the funded projects.
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The Research Grants Council and its Organisation
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Steering Committee on Competitive
Research Funding for the Self-
financing Degree Sector

The Steering Committee on Competitive Research Funding
for the Self-financing Degree Sector was established in
October 2013 to oversee the implementation details of
the Faculty Development Scheme, the Inter-Institutional
Development Scheme, and the Institutional Development
Scheme, such as formation of assessment panel,
formulation of application process and procedures, eligibility
and assessment criteria, monitoring and assessment
of approved projects, and to put forward funding
recommendations for consideration by the RGC.

Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme
Steering Committee

The Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme Steering
Committee was established to steer and oversee the
implementation of the scheme. The Committee comprises
the RGC Chairman, one RGC Member, and one member
from each UGC-funded university. This is to ensure that
the scheme runs effectively and ties in with the student
recruitment exercises of the universities.

Selection Panels

For assessment of nominations and selection of awardees
under the RGC Research Fellow Scheme/ RGC Senior
Research Fellow Scheme, two selection panels are formed
to serve the two broad academic streams separately;

[ | Humanities, Social Sciences and Business Studies
B  Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics

The two selection panels are formed by non-local members
only to ensure impartiality and minimize conflicts of interest
during the selection process.

The two selection panels formed under the Hong Kong
PhD Fellowship Scheme are enlisted for assessment of
nominations and selection of awardees under the RGC
Postdoctoral Fellowship Scheme;

[ | Humanities, Social Sciences and Business Studies
(H-Panel)

B Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
(S-Panel)

The two panels consist of acaedmics both local and non-
local.
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The Research Grants Council and its Organisation

Disciplinary Committees

The RGC attaches great importance to research integrity.
Researchers are expected to observe the highest standard
of integrity in the conduct of their research funded under the
funding schemes administered by the RGC. Any research
misconduct found will be dealt with fairly and seriously. To
this end, the RGC set up two Disciplinary Committees (DCs),
namely DC (Investigation) and DC (Appeal), to handle cases
of alleged research misconduct and appeal cases.

The DC (Investigation) gives advice to the RGC on policies
and procedures regarding the handling and investigation
of alleged misconduct cases, recommends to the RGC on
whether the allegations against the investigators should be
substantiated and if substantiated, the level of penalty to
be imposed on the investigators. The DC (Appeal) handles
appeal cases if they arise and gives advice to the RGC on
policies and procedures in handling appeal cases.

Membership details of various RGC committees/panels for
2019/20 are in Appendix C.
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Funding Sources

Research Endowment Fund

Following the approval by the Finance Committee (FC) of
the Legislative Council (LegCo) in June 2019, the fences of
the different pots of the Research Endowment Fund (REF)
have been lifted for more flexible and effective deployment
of resources. A HK$20-billion injection has been officially
placed with the Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA)
in September 2019, increasing the size of REF to HK$46
billion. As announced in the Budget speech 2020-21, the
rate of investment return for the placement with HKMA is
3.7%. Accordingly, the HK$20-billion injection will generate
an additional annual investment incomet of around HK$740
million as research funding for disbursement this year.
The investment income generated from the injection will
be used for (i) sustaining the level of research funding;
(ii) providing funding for the Research Impact Fund (RIF)
launched by the RGC to render continued funding support
for impactful research; and (i) providing additional funding
for the RGC to encourage cross-institutional/cross-
disciplinary collaborations through its collaborative research
funding schemes. Prior to receiving the annual return from
the additional placement with the HKMA, the RGC has
approved to use existing resources to increase the research
budget in the 2020/21 exercise in order to meet the
sector’s expectation and to provide more support to young
researchers.

Earmarked Research Grants

Part of the investment income of the Research Endowment
Fund provides the source of funding to the Earmarked
Research Grants to support research projects and research
activities. It is the main form of funding for academic
research in the eight UGC-funded universities and is
allocated on a competitive basis.

The Earmarked Research Grants complement the Block
Grants from the UGC, part of which provide universities
with funds for research infrastructure and outlays such as
researchers’ salaries, laboratory costs and other expenses
(e.g. accommodation and equipment) related to UGC or
RGC-funded research.

In the 2019/20 academic year, the RGC allocated about
HK$941 million for the Earmarked Research Grants.

Theme-based Research Scheme

Part of the investment income of the Research Endowment
Fund is deployed to support the Theme-based Research
Scheme involving themes of a more long-term nature and
strategically beneficial to the development of Hong Kong.
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Tuition Waiver for Local Research
Postgraduate (RPg) Students

Part of the investment income of the Research Endowment
Fund will be deployed to provide non-means-tested tuition
waiver for all local students enrolled in UGC-funded RPg
programmes commencing from 2018/19 academic year,
so as to incentivise more local students to pursue RPg
programmes to build up a pool of local research talents
to sustain Hong Kong’s competitiveness and propel the
development of the higher education sector.

Competitive Research Funding
Schemes for Local Self-financing
Degree Sector

Part of the investment income of the Research Endowment
Fund is deployed to support the Faculty Development
Scheme, the Inter-Institutional Development Scheme and the
Institutional Development Scheme to develop the research
capacity of the local self-financing degree sector.

UGC Funds

Areas of Excellence Scheme

The Areas of Excellence Scheme was launched by the UGC
in 1998 to enable the UGC-funded universities to build
upon their existing strengths and develop them into areas of
excellence. The scheme is now administered by the RGC.
The funding of around HK$100 million per annum continued
to come from the UGC.

Research Impact Fund

RIF was established in 2018 by the UGC to encourage more
impactful research and foster more collaborative efforts with
stakeholders beyond academia.

The UGC allocated HK$75 million as budget of the 2019/20
exercise. The scheme is administered by the RGC.

Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme

Established in 2009 by the RGC, the Hong Kong PhD
Fellowship Scheme aims at attracting the best and brightest
students in the world to pursue their PhD programmes in
Hong Kong’s UGC-funded universities.
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Funding Sources

The Fellowship provides a monthly stipend and an annual
conference and research related travel allowance for the
awardees for a period of three years. The amounts of
monthly stipend and annual travel allowance for 2019/20
academic year are HK$25,800 and HK$12,900 respectively.
Thereafter, such amount will be adjusted annually before
the start of academic year.

Research Matching Grant Scheme

Witht the funding approval of HK$3-billion by the LegCo’s
FC in June 2019, the Research Matching Grant Scheme
(RMGS) has been opened for applications with effect from
1 August 2019 for a period of three years. The RMGS aims
to allow the sector to diversify research funding sources
and incentivise more contribution and collaboration from
the private sector. Over the three-year operation period,
donations/funding from non-government/non-public sectors
secured by an individual university/institution for research-
related purposes are eligible for matching. Applications from
eight UGC-funded universities and 13 local self-financing
degree-awarding institutions are processed in cycles on
a quarterly basis (except the first processing cycle from 1
August to 30 September 2019, and the last cycle from 1
April to 31 July 2022).

RGC Postdoctoral Fellowship Scheme

Introduced in the 2019/20 academic year, the RGC
Postdoctoral Fellowship Scheme (PDFS) aims to encourage
doctoral graduates in pursuing career in research and
provide promising researchers with support at a pivotal
in their very early career, so as to ensure a supply of
talent with scientific and research skills for research and
development in Hong Kong. Subject to the availability of
suitable candidates under the principle of merit-based
selection, half of the award quotas for PDFS are reserved
for local candidates (i.e. Hong Kong permanent residents).

The PDFS provides support to awardees for a period of 36
months in terms of full-time appointment as a postdoctoral
fellow (PdF) at a UGC-funded university in each round of the
yearly exercise. For each awardee, the supporting university
will receive an annual stipend to cover the awardee’s basic
salary as well as a conference and research-related travel
allowance throughout the 36-month fellowship period.

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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RGC Research Fellow Scheme/
RGC Senior Research Fellow Scheme

Introduced in the 2019/20 academic year, the RGC
Research Fellow Scheme (RFS) and RGC Senior Research
Fellow Scheme (SRFS) aim at providing sustained support
and relief from teaching and administrative duties for
exceptionally outstanding academics at UGC-funded
universities in Hong Kong, with a view to facilitating their
full dedication to research and development. Subject to
the availability of suitable candidates under the principle
of merit-based selection, half of the award quotas for each
of the two schemes are reserved for local candidates (i.e.
Hong Kong permanent residents).

RFS and SRFS, in each round of the annual exercise,
provide sustained support to awardees at Associate
Professor level/full Professor level respectively, with a
fellowship grant covering a fellowship period of 60 months
to meet salary costs for relief teachers and related research
expenses including staff, equipment, travel, subsistence
and dissemination costs.

€

Funding Sources
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RGC Activities funded by Research Endowment Fund

HIGHLIGHTS In the 2019/20 academic year, the total funding available for the Earmarked

Research Grants was about HK$941 million.

=1
RE 2019/202 EFHBRANE S B IAHIA1THET

Allocation of 2019/20% £
the Earmarked Research Grants: R AR BIEH 5B
2019/20 Academic Year

How the Earmarked Research Grants TR AN/ Bk B

were Allocated

The bulk of Earmarked Research Grants funding was IR BMRAG S EEE IS ERNIL
allocated by the RGC in response to competitive bids TR AFKINEHIERBITHOHARIE © i
received from the universities. Funding was budgeted for ~ FRABRHBIEBEFMEEEH HNAREF

six broad categories as follows:

e  HK$660 million in response to competitive bids o  6.6{ZF ik TR R IEAFEMNLR

received under the annual General Research Fund MREMIME - NZFELETHERR
exercise. To cater for special research needs in EORRIFRE  MEHREITRIEIIE
specific areas, funding has been earmarked to support FEREHRI  UWRBBXNTE :

special needs under the General Research Fund:

° “Clinical Research Fellowship” to support young °
medical fellows conducting clinical research.

° “Employment of Relief Teacher under the o
Humanities and Social Sciences Disciplines”
to free up the Principal Investigators’ time for
personal research and writing.

° “Provision of Research Experience for °
Undergraduate Students” to provide
undergraduate students with opportunities of
working with researchers of the General Research
Fund projects and gaining research experience.

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Research Funding Schemes and RGC Activities

HK$101 million reserved for the Early Career Scheme
to support and nurture junior new academics with a
view to attracting the best junior faculty academics to
strengthen the teaching-research nexus.

HK$121 million reserved for the Collaborative
Research Fund to strengthen the research base,
and support group research proposals that promote
academic collaboration among universities and
synergy between research teams.

HK$48 million reserved for the Joint Research
Schemes established with other regions.

HK$10 million reserved for the Humanities and Social
Sciences Prestigious Fellowship Scheme to enhance
support to research in disciplines under the Humanities
and Social Sciences Panel.

HK$0.8 million for the Research Postgraduate
Students Conference/Seminar Grants to support inter-
institutional and inter-disciplinary exchanges among
postgraduates and to provide opportunities for them
to meet and interact with overseas scholars.
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Research Funding Schemes and RGC Activities
MRAB IR RFERHN I

In the 2019/20 academic year, the total General Research Fund allocation was

HIGHLIGHTS HK$654 million, supporting 1 005 projects. As at 30 June 2020, the number of on-

going projects is 4 057.

B
R= TE2019/20% % » WEHAZ LK} S A126.541Z8 T » KRE)HRTE 410057 - B E2020

General Research Fund

Altogether, 2 975 proposals across a wide range of subject
disciplines were received under the General Research
Fund exercise, seeking grants totaling HK$2.91 billion. The
bids were initially reviewed by external reviewers, and then
assessed by the relevant Subject Panels.

Following rigorous peer review via the RGC’s international
network of external reviewers, on advice from the Subject
Panels, the RGC approved allocating an amount of HK$654
million to support 1 005 projects with an average grant of
about HK$0.65 million in the 2019/20 academic year. The
overall success rate is 34%.

Allocation of the General Research Fund for the 2019/20
academic year by broad subject category is summarised in
Chart 3.1.

F6H30H + 4 0571\ REIFETE DHEHITH

LEARE

EFEERRRBRBLERRSHHRIE
H#2 9754+ HAREES 2 - BIEEH1£29.1
2T - BiELBAINBITFE RIFE - BRA
FH)ERV B EE o

AR B INEFIT = B E R NG T8
FiTHE  HRBBREZRE/NEMER - F
2019/20% 14 H6.5417 7T F1 005N
WME - FHENNB HIRILR65F BT &
RN E 7934%

%3.15|H2019/20F F & R FTIR (L BEL A 5T
ERPE ©

Chart 3.1: Allocation of the General Research Fund by Broad Subject Category in the 2019/20 Academic Year

3.1 201920 FE R ERARREAR SN D E

B HK$177.0m* (27%)
B HK$54.9m (8%)
B HK$179.3m 27%)
B HK$117.4m (18%)
HK$125.9m (19%)

Total: HK$654.5m

. Biology and Medicine . Business Studies . Engineering
EMFRES Bl IEZ

Note: Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.
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Clinical Research Fellowship

The RGC awarded research fellowship to support
young clinicians in undertaking clinical research. The
scheme has been implemented in close partnership
with the two local universities which offer medical
training (i.e. The Chinese University of Hong Kong and
The University of Hong Kong) and is part of the overall
efforts to create more opportunities for promising
clinicians to be exposed to and to engage in clinical
research.

Under the scheme, a supported fellow would be
awarded an annual grant equally contributed by the
RGC and the hosting university for up to three years
to undertake and complete a clinical research project.
The amount of fellowship award for each application is
capped at HK$1.2 million per year.

Employment of Relief Teacher under the Humanities
and Social Sciences Disciplines

The objective of this funding support is to address the
special needs of the Humanities and Social Sciences
academics. The humanities and social sciences
projects normally require employment of relief teachers
to free up the Principal Investigators’ time for personal
research and writing, rather than funding for research
assistants and research infrastructure (e.g. equipment).
The duration of employment of relief teachers normally
ranges from four to a maximum of 12 months for a
typical 24 to 36-month project.

Provision of Research Experience for
Undergraduate Students

This scheme is to provide undergraduate students
with opportunities of working with researchers of the
General Research Fund projects and gaining research
experience. Principal Investigators can include the
provision of a monthly allowance of up to HK$2,500
to an undergraduate student helper for a maximum
period of ten months for each General Research Fund
application. The universities have agreed to provide
the same amount of allowance to the students as the
RGC on a matching basis so as to allow more students
to benefit from the scheme.

MRABIT X R T FTE

lG FKE #5557 By it %

MABEMRENRET - SRR RKE
T AXFBFRIRKES A RABTIRKR
EFHR o Rt SEBHXKRF M
FBARFMEERET UGN AR A F
BEmAEHET  BORAEERNIGKRE
FARREEZNS  USEGEMNFIR
REF T o

T RILER RV E S FREGHIFR B R
FIB KFIRIBHEENIOKR  ZRER
BI=F - UNEREHIGKEFHRIT
%) e iR BANERIERBIEH R A
FE12078TT °

AXZRHLBZZ R EFE RN
ZHE

I 1T RS2 B B B 52 9 BR A S5 BoAt
SRZZENERIFEE o XLEZRIAH
RMBZH R DARARKIBRE TR &
D EFH R AL T ER A SkErT - IF
AF ] LABE F 53 Bh I Bk 1 B A 5% 18 b SR
T MERBERABIRBEEHET
e LBt AIMNERRREE - —f%
ME @ 2436 ARIHIZRIN B Al 1552
BN AE&RZ12D AMB RN -

AR LT

BT RN AR ERH ST RSRA
B R Ul B BT A R — R TR AL
2 EMADERBRRER - BRHR
AR TR PHRIBEANAR AR
NE&Z+ A - & H2,5008 TH)ZE
M - RFIRERERHESHRBES D
MK CEZARERE

Research Grants Council fIR’&Bh
Annual Report 2019/20 F 1R

29



30

Research Funding Schemes and RGC Activities

MRRBIT X KRR R T

HIGHLIGHTS

RE

Early Career Scheme

The Early Career Scheme aims at nurturing new junior
faculty members.

A total of 400 proposals were received under the Early
Career Scheme, seeking grants totaling HK$325 million.
Like the bids for the General Research Fund, the bids were
first reviewed by external reviewers, and then assessed by
the relevant Subject Panels.

Following rigorous peer review via the RGC’s international
network of external reviewers, on advice from the Subject
Panels, the RGC awarded an amount of HK$95 million
to support 166 projects with an average grant of about
HK$0.57 million in the 2019/20 academic year. The overall
success rate is 42%.

Allocation of the Early Career Scheme for the 2019/20
academic year by broad subject category is summarised in
Chart 3.2.

In the 2019/20 academic year, the total Early Career Scheme allocation approved
was HK$95 million supporting 166 projects. As at 30 June 2020, the number of on-
going projects is 591.

T£2019/20% F » NI B FZF 11 RIR A B A£99,50077 87T + HEYHETE 51661 © £
F2020F6H30H - 5911 F BRI B ANEH#TH °
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Chart 3.2: Allocation of the Early Career Scheme by Broad Subject Category in the 2019/20 Academic Year

7% 3.2 1 2019202 F BN AIRAHBFZE TN D

B HK$18.3m* (19%)
B HK$14.3m (15%)
B HK$20.7m (22%)
B HK$28.9m (30%)

HK$12.8m (14%)

—~ e~~~

Total: HK$95.1m

Biology and Medicine

Busmess Studies . Englneerlng
EYFRES s

Note: Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding. P
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HIGHLIGHTS
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The Collaborative Research Fund (CRF) is provided to the
UGC-funded universities for the procurement of major
research facilities and/or equipment or library collections to
support collaborative research, or group research activities
that operate across disciplines and/or normal institutional
boundaries.

The CRF exercise adopts a two-stage application process
consisting of submission of preliminary and full proposals.
In the 2019/20 academic year, the RGC received a total
of 212 preliminary proposals, consisting of 20 equipment
bids and 192 group research applications, seeking grants
totaling HK$93 million and HK$1,400 million respectively.

After a peer review process and interviews of selected
research teams by the Collaborative Research Fund
Committee (CRFC), 24 full proposals were eventually funded
at a total amount of HK$121 million. The CRF Committee
has for the first time allocated one-year seed money and
exploratory funding to three proposals, amounting to $7
million in total, with a view to helping the project teams to
further develop their proposals and seek full-scale funding
in future.

From the 2008/09 academic year onwards, the RGC holds
an annual CRF Symposium for on-going funded projects
to facilitate exchange of views among the CRFC members,
research teams and researchers from various universities.

The CRF Project Briefing Session was held in December
2019. 14 on-going projects funded in the 2017/18 academic
year presented their mid-term research progress to the CRF
Committee in the Project Briefing Session.

MREB TR R R R T

In the 2019/20 academic year, the total Collaborative Research Fund allocation was
HK$121 million supporting 24 projects. As at 30 June 2020, the number of on-going
projects is 72.
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In the 2019/20 academic year, the total Joint Research Schemes allocation was
HK$42.91 million for the Joint Research Schemes with different regions supporting 63
HIGHLIGHTS collaborative projects and exchange fellowships. As at 30 June 2020, the number of

Eg on-going projects is 188.
TE2019/20% F + FRB ST X 5 5IE IS 1EHE 1T XI55 BT H4,29177 87T » RE
B63 NAZR A ET B R 714 - 220206 H30H & 188N R BRI B I TE#H1TH ©

Joint Research Schemes SEHRITXI

Project Grants = RN

e  National Natural Science Foundation of China ¢ FEREARZESEZLREBHRE
(NSFC)/RGC Joint Research Scheme (JRS) BRERrHES
The National Natural Science Foundation of China/ MREEEREARFESEZAS
RGC Joint Research Scheme was launched in 1998F 11 A BRARHARBIES -
November 1998. The scheme aims to promote TR FER#H BB SNHAIFT AR
collaboration in research between researchers/ SRABEN T AR KEMEBAEE R
research teams in Hong Kong and their counterparts FFEERR - LSRR 2 3 o BB
in Mainland China, in areas of common interest to KA TESEBE AT /S /NE s 4 -

complement each other’s strengths. There are six
focus areas:

e Information Technology . = ERF

e Life Science o AYRIE

e Management Science s EBERZF

e Marine and Environmental Science o  BEFSINERE

e Medicine o [EFH=E

e New Materials Science o HIMEIEIE

The scheme provides funding to support actual T RIS ARG - BERE
expenses, inclusive of passage and subsistence. In N AEESE o 11X F2019/20% F UL
the 2019/20 academic year, a total of 209 eligible 2209t & RIEHFIE IR R WD A K
preliminary research proposals and two applications AANSIIE R FRIE - RiEeE1£92.54
for conference grants were received, seeking a total ZBTT - R R RESEREARFES
of HK$254 million of RGC grants. After shortlisting, ZRASHEIL - 93 MR I B IRk A IR
and in consultation with the National Natural Science REREW A o

Foundation of China, 93 research proposals were

selected for submission of full proposals.

Following a peer review process and detailed RIFEHRZFE T FESEREAE
discussions by the Joint Selection Committee FEEZ AL EMRABHRAKNEKE
comprising experts from both the National Natural WL RALFMITIL - REXN23MNAR
Science Foundation of China and the RGC, 23 BRI R - REBH H2,6007 5
research proposals were selected for funding support JC o BN HEBIREY T — P2
at a total amount of HK$26 million. Moreover, one B REVEIN25 BT ©

conference proposal was selected for funding by the
RGC at HK$250,000.

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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The French National Research Agency/RGC Joint
Research Scheme

Launched in the 2012/13 academic year, this scheme
aims to further strengthen the collaboration between
French and Hong Kong research communities in areas
of mutual interest.

In the 2019/20 academic year, 29 eligible applications
were received, seeking total RGC grants of HK$78.23
million. Following a peer review process and rigorous
selection by the experts from the French National
Research Agency and the RGC, three proposals were
selected for funding support with total RGC grants of
HK$7.70 million.

European Union (EU)-Hong Kong Research and
Innovation Co-funding Mechanism by RGC

Launched in the 2016/17 academic year and
formerly known as the European Commission/RGC
Collaboration Scheme, this scheme supports the
participation of researchers in universities funded
by the UGC in Hong Kong in joint research projects
conducted under the framework of the European
Union’s “Horizon 2020”. Both research project
proposals in science disciplines (viz. biology and
medicine, engineering and physical sciences) and
exchange proposals in all disciplines are accepted.

Two rounds of exercise were held in the 2019/20
academic year. 10 applications were received,
seeking about HK$22.11 million of RGC grants. Two
applications were supported with total RGC grants of
HK$5.65 million.
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Germany/Hong Kong Joint Research Scheme

In the 1996/97 academic year, in collaboration with
the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), the
RGC launched a joint research scheme to encourage
collaborative research between scholars in Germany
and Hong Kong.

The grants provide researchers with passage and a
subsistence allowance for a maximum period of two
years, enabling them to visit their counterparts to
discuss or conduct research. The scheme is operated
on an annual basis.

In the 2019/20 academic year, 32 applications
covering a wide range of subjects were received,
seeking about HK$2.12 million of RGC grants. Experts
from both Hong Kong and Germany jointly selected
16 research proposals for about HK$1.19 million RGC
grants.

PROCORE - France/Hong Kong Joint Research
Scheme

In 1998, the RGC and the French Consulate in Hong
Kong agreed to launch a joint research scheme
to encourage and promote scientific collaboration
between France and Hong Kong by providing grants
for researchers to make exchange visits.

In the 2019/20 academic year, a total of 23
applications were received. Among these applications,
21 were travel grant requests and two were
conference/workshop grants applications. The total
amount of RGC grants sought was about HK$1.60
million.

Of these, 11 applications including 10 travel grants
and one conference/workshop grant were approved,
with about HK$0.74 million RGC grants awarded.

Research Grants Council fIR’&Bh B
Annual Report 2019/20 3R
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Fulbright - RGC Hong Kong Senior Research
Scholar/Research Scholar Award Programmes

Since the 2002/03 academic year, the RGC has
collaborated with the US Consulate-General in Hong
Kong in launching the Fulbright - RGC Hong Kong
Senior Research Scholar Award Programme (Senior
Programme) to support Hong Kong scholars to
undertake research work in the United States. The
programme awards fellowships, each at a maximum
of HK$0.35 million for up to ten months in each year.
A supplementary grant of up to HK$0.15 million
per application may be provided to meet research
expenses in justified cases. In the 2019/20 exercise,
this Senior Programme attracted four applications.
Two local scholars were supported with roughly
HK$0.87 million.

In addition, the Fulbright - RGC Hong Kong Research
Scholar Award Programme (Junior Programme) was
first launched in the 2006/07 academic year. The
programme provides sponsorship of up to HK$0.12
million for ten months to each local PhD student. In
the 2019/20 academic year, 48 applications were
received. Five local PhD students were supported with
about HK$0.51 million RGC grants.
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Humanities and Social Sciences
Prestigious Fellowship Scheme

The Humanities and Social Sciences Prestigious Fellowship
Scheme was implemented to enhance support to research
in disciplines under the Humanities and Social Sciences
Panel. The fellowship not only provides resources for the
employment of relief teachers, but also cost of travel,
subsistence and dissemination of outputs.

After rigorous peer review via the RGC’s international
network of external reviewers, on the advice of the Selection
Committee, the RGC awarded an amount of HK$4.51
million to support nine prestigious investigators with an
average fellowship of about HK$0.50 million in the 2019/20
academic year. The overall success rate is 35%.

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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In the 2019/20 academic year, HK$4.51 million was awarded to support nine
prestigious investigators under the Humanities and Social Sciences Prestigious
Fellowship Scheme. As at 30 June 2020, the number of on-going projects is 19.
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Research Postgraduate Students
Conference/Seminar Grants

The grant is provided to support and promote inter-
institutional and inter-disciplinary exchanges among
postgraduate students of the UGC-funded universities, and
to provide opportunities for postgraduate students of these
universities to meet and interact with eminent scholars from
outside Hong Kong.

Specifically, the scheme aims to facilitate the organisation
of locally held inter-institutional conferences/seminars
targeted at postgraduate students.

The grant is given in the form of travel grants to cover the
travel and associated costs of inviting visiting scholars to
attend and speak at conferences/seminars in Hong Kong.

Applications are received all year round. Grants are given
subject to the availability of funds set aside by the RGC.

In the 2019/20 academic year, the RGC approved 16
applications with a total funding of HK$0.70 million.

MERBIUT M RARBH T

In the 2019/20 academic year, the RGC provided HK$0.70 million for the Research
Postgraduate Students Conference/Seminar Grants supporting 16 conferences/
seminars.
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Theme-based Research Scheme

The objective of the Theme-based Research Scheme (TRS)
is to focus academic research efforts of the UGC-funded
universities on themes of strategic importance to the long-
term development of Hong Kong.

In 2009, Education Bureau (EDB) established the Steering
Committee for Research Themes (SCRT) to advise the
Government on the selection of themes for TRS. In
November 2017, the RGC took up the responsibility and
set up the Steering Committee on Research Themes and
Topics (SCRTT) to give advice on the selection of themes
and grand challenge topics. Decisions regarding research
themes and grand challenge topics continue to rest with the
Government.

The current four themes for the TRS are:
(@) Promoting Good Health;
(b) Developing a Sustainable Environment;

() Enhancing Hong Kong’s Strategic Position as a
Regional and International Business Centre; and

(d) Advancing Emerging Research and Innovations
Important to Hong Kong.

After a review by the RGC in 2018, the Government
approved to add three new grand challenge topics,
namely “Food Production and Food Security”, “Financial
Technologies (FinTech) and Regulatory Technologies
(RegTech)” and “Artificial Intelligence”, starting from the
ninth round exercise. Currently, there are a total of 19 grand
challenge topics under the four themes.

The funding ceiling under this scheme is HK$75 million per
project for up to five years.

The Ninth Round exercise was held in the 2019/20
academic year. A total of 47 preliminary proposals were
received, seeking RGC grants of HK$2.3 billion. After
preliminary selection and a vigorous peer-review process,
the RGC allocated HK$200 million to support five projects.
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In the 2019/20 academic year, the Theme-based Research Scheme allocated
HK$200 million to support five projects. As at 30 June 2020, the number of on-going
projects is 29.
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Competitive Research Funding
Schemes for the Local Self-financing
Degree Sector

The RGC launched three research funding schemes for
the local self-financing degree sector, namely the Faculty
Development Scheme, the Inter-Institutional Development
Scheme and the Institutional Development Scheme (IDS).
Starting from the Sixth Round exercise, the IDS was
branched out into the Research Infrastructure Grant and the
Collaborative Research Grant.

The Sixth Round exercise was held in the 2019/20
academic year. Results were announced in September
2019. Following the completion of the Sixth Round exercise,
the Seventh Round exercise started in November 2019.
A total of fifteen local self-financing degree-awarding
institutions were eligible for the three funding schemes in
the Seventh Round exercise, including Caritas Institute of
Higher Education, Centennial College, Chu Hai College of
Higher Education, Gratia Christian College, The Hang Seng
University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong Shue Yan University,
The Open University of Hong Kong, Tung Wah College,
HKCT Institute of Higher Education, Hong Kong Nang Yan
College of Higher Education, Hong Kong Baptist University
- School of Continuing Education, The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University — School of Professional Education
and Executive Development, Technological and Higher
Education Institute of Hong Kong, UOW College Hong Kong
and Yew Chung College of Early Childhood Education. The
results of the Seventh Round exercise will be announced in
September 2020.

MERBIUT M RARBH T

In the 2019/20 academic year, the RGC provided about HK$74.15 million for the
three competitive research funding schemes for the local self-financing degree
sector supporting 75 research projects. As at 30 June 2020, the number of on-going
projects is 175.
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The Faculty Development Scheme aims at developing the
research capability of individual academics in the institutions
so that they can transfer their research experiences and
new knowledge into teaching and learning. In the 2019/20
exercise, HK$44.46 million was granted to 61 research
projects out of 235 applications.

The Inter-Institutional Development Scheme aims at
enhancing academics’ research capability in the institutions
and keeping them abreast of new developments, and
challenging research topics in relevant fields through
organisation of workshops, seminars or short courses by
an institution or jointly between institutions. In the 2019/20
exercise, 15 applications were received and seven of them
were awarded HK$3.15million.

Research Infrastructure Grant

The Institutional Development Scheme (IDS) Research
Infrastructure Grant aims at building up the research
capacity of the institutions in their strategic areas through
the provision of physical research facilities, infrastructure
and other kinds of support. Of the seven proposals received
in the 2019/20 exercise, four projects were supported with a
total grant of HK$ 16.05 million.

Collaborative Research Grant

The IDS Collaborative Research Grant aims at encouraging
and supporting collaborative research involving two or more
self-financing institutions, and/or group research activities
that operate across disciplines within an institution with
a view to enhancing the research output of self-financing
institutions in terms of the level of attainment, quality,
dimensions and/or speed. Of the 16 proposals received in
2019/20 exercise, three projects were supported with a total
grant of HK$10.5 million.
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RGC Activities funded by UGC Funds

HIGHLIGHTS

RE

Areas of Excellence Scheme

The Areas of Excellence Scheme was previously launched
by the UGC. The Scheme is now administered by the RGC.

Following a comprehensive review of higher education of
Hong Kong, the UGC advised the Government in a report
published in October 1996 that Hong Kong would need
world-class institutions with distinct areas of excellence
in order to retain its leading economic position in the
development of Mainland China and the Pacific Rim. The
UGC recommended, and the Government agreed, that the
UGC-funded universities should build upon their existing
strengths and develop them into areas of excellence.

With an annual budget of about HK$100 million, the scheme
supports research projects of similar scale as the TRS.
Proposals from all disciplines falling outside the scope of
the topics of the TRS may be submitted under this scheme.
The prevailing funding ceiling is HK$60 million per project
for up to eight years.

The Ninth Round exercise was launched in November 2019.
A total of 20 eligible preliminary proposals were received,
seeking grants of HK$1.5 billion. Results of the Ninth Round
exercise will be announced in late December 2020.

MERBIUT M RARBH T

In the 2018/19 academic year (last round of exercise), the Areas of Excellence
Scheme allocated HK$216 million to support three projects. As at 30 June 2020, the
number of on-going projects is 9.
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Research Impact Fund

The Research Impact Fund (RIF) was established in 2018 to
encourage the local academics to consider and articulate
the potential of research to deliver benefit for the wider
community and also to encourage a greater volume of
collaborative research beyond academia.

The RIF exercise adopts a two-stage application process
consisting of submission of preliminary and full proposals.
In the third round exercise, the RGC received a total of 124
preliminary proposals seeking HK$746 million.

After evaluation by the Research Impact Fund Committee
(RIFC), 46 proposals were shortlisted for submission of
full proposals. These proposals will be peer-reviewed and
further shortlisted for interview by the RIFC. It is anticipated
that the funding results will be announced in January 2021.

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Research Impact Fund was established in 2018. 124 preliminary proposals, seeking
HK$746 million, were received in the third round exercise. 46 proposals were
shortlisted for submission of full proposals.
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Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme

The Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme was launched in
September 2009 to attract the best and brightest students
in the world, irrespective of their country of origin, prior
work experience and ethnic background, to pursue their
PhD studies and research in the UGC-funded universities.

In the Tenth Round exercise, 250 top students from 46
countries/regions received the award. By the deadline in
December 2019, over 6,000 applicants from 112 countries/
regions submitted full applications for the Eleventh Round
exercise.

This prestigious scheme will unite top international research
postgraduate students and Hong Kong’s world class
universities.

MERBIUT M RARBH T

In the 2019/20 academic year, the Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme awarded 250
top students from 46 countries/regions.
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Research Matching Grant Scheme

The Research Matching Grant Scheme (RMGS) was
launched on 1 August 2019 for a period of three years with
HK$3-billion funding, aiming to allow the sector to diversify
research funding sources and incentivise more contribution
and collaboration from the private sector.

Donations/funding from non-government/non-public sectors
secured by an individual university/institution for research-
related purposes are eligible for matching. Applications from
eight UGC-funded universities and 13 local self-financing
degree-awarding institutions are processed in cycles on
a quarterly basis (except the first processing cycle from 1
August to 30 September 2019, and the last cycle from 1
April to 31 July 2022).

After the third processing cycle, donation/sponsorship/
research contract applied for matching has amounted to
about HK$1.13 billion in total. Matching grant at a total
amount of $768 million has been disbursed to participating
universities/institutions accordingly, with a total of seven
universities reaching the matching floor of $50 million. The
remaining balance available for matching stood at about
HK$2.23 billion after three processing cycles. The RMGS
will continue to operate till 31 July 2022.
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After the third processing cycle, matching grant at a total amount of HK$768 million
has been disbursed to 18 participating universities/institutions under the Research
Matching Grant Scheme, with a total of seven universities reaching the matching
floor of $50 million.
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RGC Postdoctoral Fellowship Scheme

The RGC Postdoctoral Fellowship Scheme (PDFS) has
been introduced in the 2019/20 academic year, aiming to
encourage doctoral graduates in pursuing career in research
and provide promising researchers with support at a pivotal
time in their very early career, so as to ensure a supply of
talent with scientific and research skills for research and
development in Hong Kong. Subject to the availability of
suitable candidates under the principle of merit-based
selection, half of the award quotas for PDFS will be reserved
for local candidates (i.e. Hong Kong permanent residents).

We are pleased to note the attractiveness of this newly
introduced fellowship scheme with 83 strong candidates in
the debut exercise from top universities internationally as
well as UGC-funded universities. In addition to nominees
from Hong Kong and the Mainland, we have nominees from
Australia, France, India, Italy, Malaysia, Nigeria, Pakistan,
The Netherlands, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the
United States of America.

Among the first cohort of 50 PDFS awardees, 21 are from
from the Humanities, Social Sciences and Business Studies
disciplines, and 29 from the Science, Medicine, Engineering
and Technology disciplines. They should all start the
36-month fellowship with a full-time postdoctoral fellow
(PdF) appointment at their respective supporting university
within the year of 2020. Each awardee will be supported
with annual stipends to cover their basic salary as PdF as
well as conference and research-related travel allowance
throughout the 36-month fellowship period. The first annual
stipend is at $396,600, subject to the relevant terms and
conditions, the annual stipend for the subsequent years will
be adjusted according to the Composite Consumer Price
Index announced by the HKSAR Government.

We believe that the number of nominations will increase in
future exercises when the universities have more experience
with the nomination process of the scheme.

MREB TR R R R T

Introduced in the 2019/20 academic year, the RGC Postdoctoral Fellowship Scheme
awarded 50 fellowships in the debut exercise to attract and retain research talent as
postdoctoral researchers at UGC-funded universities in Hong Kong.
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RGC Research Fellow Scheme/
RGC Senior Research Fellow Scheme

The RGC Research Fellow Scheme (RFS) and RGC Senior
Research Fellow Scheme (SRFS) have been introduced in
the 2019/20 academic year, aiming to provide sustained
support and relief from teaching and administrative duties
for exceptionally outstanding academics at UGC-funded
universities in Hong Kong, with a view to facilitating their
full dedication to research and development. Subject to
the availability of suitable candidates under the principle of
merit-based selection, half of the award quotas for each of
the two schemes will be reserved for local candidates (i.e.
Hong Kong permanent residents).

We received 33 nominations for RFS and 32 for SRFS in the
inaugural exercise competing for the ten RFS and ten SRFS
awards. Upon the completion of peer-review assessment,
shortlisted nominees were invited for interviews by the
respective selection panel via video-conferencing in May/
June 2020. The selection panels commended highly on
the quality of the nominees and the research proposals
submitted, as well as the enthusiasm displayed by the
finalists during their interviews.

Recommendations of the RFS awardees (two from
Humanities, Social Sciences and Business Studies
(HSSB) disciplines, and eight from Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) disciplines) and
SRFS awardees (three from HSSB and seven from STEM
disciplines) were endorsed by the RGC in June 2020. All
awardees are to start the research project on 1 January
2021. Each RFS and SRFS awardee will be supported with
a fellowship grant covering a period of 60 months at around
HK$5.2 million and HK$7.8 million respectively.

The inaugural RFS/SRFS exercise, with success rate of
around 30% for both RFS and SRFS and also for both
disciplines, has set a very high benchmark for future
exercises. The total allocation of the two schemes in the
debut exercise amounts to around HK$130 million.
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Introduced in the 2019/20 academic year, the RGC Research Fellow Scheme
and RGC Senior Research Fellow Scheme will award 10 fellowships each to
exceptionally outstanding academics at UGC-funded universities in Hong Kong,
with total allocation amounting to around HK$130 million.
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Areas of Excellence Scheme

Institute of Molecular Functional Materials

The Institute of Molecular Functional Materials has
successfully established a world-class centre of international
excellence in molecular functional materials. Through
multi-institutional and multidisciplinary collaborations, the
team has developed novel classes of innovative molecular
functional materials to address the four grand challenges of
the AoE.

In the grand challenge related to New Frontiers in
Supramolecular Science, the team has pioneered the use
of unique non-covalent metal-metal interactions of d8
and d10 metal complexes in directing the supramolecular
assembly and nanostructures of molecular materials,
opening up new strategies for the control of supramolecular
assembly, manipulating and directing the supramolecular
assembly and growth mechanisms and orchestrating the
construction of well-defined molecular nanostructures and
morphologies. Extensive efforts have also been devoted on
the discovery of luminogenic materials with aggregation-
induced emission (AIE) characteristics as well as new
polymeric materials. These, together with a more thorough
understanding on the nature and energy of the excited
states have given important information and insights for
the design of unique, more efficient and more stable triplet
emitters and AIE luminogens. All these fundamental studies
and understanding in supramolecular science and excited
states has formed the basis to contribute towards the
rational design of innovative classes of molecular functional
materials to meet the other three grand challenges,
including high efficiency OLED and PLED materials, OPV
and OTFT materials, and catalysts for energy research.
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The establishment of the core laboratory facilities has
provided comprehensive infrastructural facilities for
molecular functional materials research in Hong Kong.
Through dedication and persistence, the team has
disseminated new knowledge in the form of over 930
publications in high impact peer-review journal, delivered
more than 480 distinguished/plenary/keynote/award/
public/invited lectures at international/national conferences,
received numerous prestigious awards and election to
national academies. The team has successfully built an
international reputation and was invited to pre-record
videos which have been broadcasted at the 2017 Materials
Research Society (MRS) Spring Meeting (https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=ddMwyEeDAyg&index=9&list=LG
Ve6BxyFHNWYv-kOSJWFICOWOFEJFsHd) as well as the
7th EuCheMS Chemistry Congress, Liverpool, 2018 (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9F3ADwAcyY), which aim
to highlight leading research centres, especially those
related to energy research, and to raise the visibility of best
practices in materials research.

In addition, the team has also devoted enormous efforts
in making contributions to local and regional economic
and social development through the creation of intellectual
property (IP) rights, working closely with industrial
partners as well as training of students and nurturing of
scientists and next generation of academic leaders. To
date, a total of 65 patent applications were filed while
12 of them have been successfully granted. A total of
100 research postgraduate students have been recruited
since the commencement of AoE in 2020 and 95 of them
have graduated. Among the leaving research personnel
or graduated students, 39 of them got a faculty position,
including professor, associate professor, assistant
professor and lecturer in universities or tertiary institutions.
12 continued to do research in universities while 20
continued to do research in private sectors. 19 have worked
as professional chemists and scientists in government
or private sectors. In conclusion, through together multi-
institutional efforts and interdisciplinary expertise, the
AoE has successfully developed world-class excellence in
science and technology of molecular functional materials.
The AoE has brought international recognition and making
Hong Kong highly visible on the map.
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Theme-based Research Scheme

Enhancing Hong Kong’s Future as a Leading
International Financial Centre

Article 109 of the Hong Kong Basic Law imposes on
the Hong Kong Government an obligation “to provide
an appropriate economic and legal environment for the
maintenance of the status of Hong Kong as an international
financial centre.” Yet, few scholars or policymakers know
exactly how to do that. From its launch in 2012, out multi-
disciplinary project has helped provide academically
rigorous — and practicably useful 0 ways of understanding
how international financial centres like Hong Kong grow and
evolve.

One thread of that work focused on understanding the
past conditions which helped cities like Hong Kong,
London and New York become financial centres in the first
place. We found that the best laws balance bankers and
businessperson’s own self-interest with maintaining stable
markets. Credit rules need to punish over-lending, while
keeping the best lending profitable. Rules on stock market
listings need to encourage foreign corporations to list, while
managing the self-dealing that often occurs in these kinds
of firms.

Another thread of work focused on evaluating present
policies. The 2008 Global Financial Crisis changed the
way governments manage banking and securities sectors
world-wide and analysis of many of these changes was a
central focus of the project. The thread of research with
the largest impact, though, must be focused on China’s
financial centres — and the way they impact other financial
centres world-wide. These studies showed how Hong Kong
will complement, as well as compete with, Chinese financial
centres in securities, debt and even securitization markets.
Until now, few scholars paid much attention to Chinese
financial centres. Our project helped ignite global interest
in the subject — as measured by academic citiations and
popular media interest in many of our findings.
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Among the major outputs of the project were a series of
major books focusing on Hong Kong and international
financial regulation and dozens of international journal
articles as well as input into policy recommendations
and collaboration with the Hong Kong Financial Services
Development Council. All in all, our research has helped
to increase understanding of financial centres, particularly
Hong Kong, and the many policy issues and challenges
facing them around the world.

Importantly, our research has provided a model for working
across borders and academic disciplines. About one-quarter
of our studies involved more than one type of analysis -
focusing economists to confront political theorists, and
geographers to work with lawyers. Several papers have
taken into account the way space and place affect financial
policy (as distance affects the extent to which credit policy
needs tightening or loosening). Economists have run
regressions looking at bureaucrats’ behaviour — something
only political scientists or historians have done until now.
Most works have confronted the heavy hand of history -
something discouraged in conventional law, economics,
and political science faculties. Interest in these works shows
that — despite pessimistic predictions to the contrary -
scholars will respond to multi-disciplinary work — and adopt
such method if given incentives to do so.
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An Integrated Trans-omics Approach to Disbetic
Cardio-renal Complications: From Novel Discoveries to
Personalized Medicine

Diabetes is a major health problem worldwide, including in
Hong Kong. Healthcare costs associated with diabetes in
China was 200 billion RMB in 2007, and is forecasted to
exceed 360 billion RMB by 2030. Most of the healthcare
burden from diabetes is associated with the management
of diabetic complications, in particular, cardiovascular and
renal complications. In Hong Kong, diabetes accounts for
annual healthcare costs of approximately 5 billion HKD,
mostly due to burden from heart and kidney complications.

Diabetes is the major cause of end-stage renal disease
(ESRD), and increases the risk of cardiovascular disease
(CVD) by 3-4 fold. Asian patients with type 2 diabetes
(T2D) are particularly prone to renal complications when
compared to patients of European origin. Only few genetic
markers have so far been identified to predict diabetic
cardiovascular-renal complications. Discovery of novel
genetic or other biomarkers for diabetic complications
can help identify at risk subjects for intensive risk factors
management, advance our understanding of disease
pathogenesis, revolutionize care and provide novel targets
for drug development. In this Grand Challenge, we have
utilized the unique resource from the Hong Kong Disbetes
Registry, with more than 10,000 patients with T2D with
detailed biochemical assessment of risk factors and
documentation of medication history, who have been
prospectively followed up for a mean duration of 8 years,
with an accrual of 4,000 events of cardiovascular and real
complications. We applied a multi-omic approach and
used genotyping arrays and new-generation sequencing
(NGS) and other technologies to conduct a comprehensive
evaluation of the genome, epigenome and transcriptome of
diabetic patients with complications and diabetic patients
free of complications despite long duration of disease.
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Through work in the project, the project team has
identified a panel of genetic and other molecular markers
that can identify patients at higher risk of future diabetes
complications. We have utilized advanced bioinformatics
analysis to integrate findings from these different
approaches. Insights from this multi-faceted investigation
were compared to findings from animal models of diabetic
complications. We also utilized bioinformatics, in vitro
experiments and animal models to explore the functional
significance and regulatory pathways of novel genes
identified from the genomic studies. In addition to novel
biological discoveries, we sought to translate our findings
and examine the clinical significance of these novel
biomarkers, as well as their interactions with different
treatments on disease outcomes. In the project, we have
also leveraged on the existing healthcare infrastructure
and detailed clinical information available to establish an
expanded diabetes registry and biobank with contribution
from major diabetes centres across Hong Kong for large-
scale replication of any novel biomarkers discovered. This
resource is a first-of-its-kind.

Ongoing work is focused on large-scale replication of these
findings in different populations, application to patients
in real-life clinical setting, and studies to understand
how these genes affect development of diabetes-related
complications. Findings from the project is helping to
transform the way we treat patients with diabetes, whereby
each patient can receive tailored treatment regimens that
are most suitable and effective for them. Discoveries arising
from the project are also providing us with new insights
and leads for developing new drugs to treat diabetes and
prevent its associated complications. In sum, the translation
of our genomic discoveries to clinical care will consolidate
Hong Kong as a centre for innovative biomedical research
and chronic care excellence.
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Collaborative Research Fund

Elucidating the molecular defects associated with PTEN
mutations in Autism Spectrum Disorders

Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) are a collection of
neurocognitive deficits affecting an estimated 26.6 per
10,000 individuals in Hong Kong. It has an early onset of
3 year of age and is characterized by the lack of social
interaction and language skills. Patients are care for by
a multidisciplinary team of medical professionals with
behavioral therapies being the main treatment modality.
While environmental factors may play a role, the major cause
of ASD has a strong genetic component. This proposal will
study an ASD susceptibility gene, PTEN, which is mutated
in 1% of ASD. PTEN suppresses protein synthesis and the
loss of PTEN is expected to cause aberrant accumulation
of proteins in ASD brains. The pathological consequence is
the dysregulation of normal nerve signal transmission. This
proposal aims to achieve three goals. First, a panel of PTEN
mutations found in ASD patients will be characterized. Hong
Kong-based cases will be included to strengthen local
resources of ASD research. Second, the aberrant proteins
produced in ASD neurons lacking PTEN will be identified.
They may be targets for future drug development in treating
this disorder. Finally, a novel mouse strain with part of
PTEN implicated in nerve signal transmission missing will
be characterized. The long-term goal is to understand how
specific gene mutations can link to specific clinical features
of ASD. This proposal represents a highly focused study
to dissect the genetic basis of ASD and will deepen our
understanding of this complex disease.
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A Multidisciplinary Study on CD133 Liver Cancer Stem
Cells: Molecular Mechanisms, Clinical Relevance and
Therapeutic Implications

Cancer is hierarchically organized and composed of
a heterogeneous population of cells, among which
researchers have now provided solid evidence of the
existence and importance of a cancer stem cell (CSC)
compartment. This fraction of tumor cells shares many
similarities with normal stem cells, such as self-renewing
capacity and multi-lineage differentiation properties. In
addition, CSCs are also highly tumorigenic. The discovery
of the role of CSCs has altered the landscape of cancer
research. From a clinical point of view, the main concern
with CSCs is their resistance to conventional treatments
like radiation and chemotherapy, a feature that has now
been extensively shown to be an underlying cause of tumor
recurrence. This would require that we rethink the way we
diagnose and treat tumors, as in addition to eliminating
the bulk rapidly dividing cells that are the current targets of
treatment, we will also have to focus on targeting the CSC
subpopulation that fuels tumor growth. In light of this, there
is a need to define the factors that sustain CSCs in order
to develop more efficient therapies. There is now ample
evidence to show that, like many other solid tumors, a CSC
subpopulation does also exist in the locally prevalent cancer
type Hepatocellular Carcinoma (HCC). We and others have
previously identified a specific subset of liver CSCs that
is marked by their CD133 surface phenotype and bearing
features that include the ability to self-renew, differentiate,
initiate tumors in vivo and resist chemotherapy. Further
to its role as a liver CSC marker, we also found CD133 to
play a functional role in regulating tumorigenesis of liver
CSCs through CD133 shRNA knockdown assays. However,
the exact mechanisms that govern CD133+ CSCs in HCC
remain largely unexplored. Based on the hypothesis that
CD133+ liver CSCs is vital in fueling HCC growth and
recurrence, in this project, we seek support to characterize
the molecular mechanisms underlying CD133+ liver CSC
initiation, maintenance, progression and differentiation via
multiple perspectives (viral associated, genes/pathways,
comparison of CD133 subsets from normal/non-tumor and
HCC). The importance of what can be achieved cannot
be overemphasized because of the high incidence and
mortality of HCC in the local community and beyond.
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General Research Fund

Study of Human Brian Wave for Neuro-Psychological
Changes due to Electromagnetic Exposure

There have been concerns that electromagnetic (EM)
exposure may affect the physiological and psychological
reactions of humans particularly in neuro-psychological
changes. The correlation betwee the electromagnetic
exposure and the brian wave activities has been explored
for some time. Brain wave activity is a key parameter to all
neuro-psychological changes and their relationship remains
ambiguous; direct correlation between electromagnetic
waves and neuro-psychological changes, including
psychological feeling such as anxiety and depression, are
yet to be explored.

This project is a pioneering investigation in exploring
the above subject matter aiming at characterizing and
quantifying the impact of the external EM waves by
human brain activities, and then correlating the EM wave
further directly to the neuro-psychological changes via the
characteristics of the brain waves under EM exposure.
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Early Career Scheme

Statistical Modeling for Heterogeneous Dynamic
Transcription Factor Networks

The projects aims to develop a statistical model and
accompanying inference methods for transcription factor
networks, which are heterogeneous across the genome
and dynamic over biological conditions. Gene expression is
largely controlled by a family of proteins called transcription
factors (TF) in a collaborative manner. Therefore,
understanding TF cooperation is crucial for elucidating
gene regulation and ultimately disease mechanism.
The interactions among TFs can be represented by
networks, one network for each genomic position and
each node inside a network representing a TF. Since TF
collaborations differ from genomic position to position and
from one biological condition to another, the networks
are heterogeneous and dynamic. However, there is a
shortage of statistical methods for heterogeneous dynamic
networks, let alone for TF networks. Although there have
been active researches on modelling multiple networks
jointly, these methods enforce the network structures for
all the samples within a single condition to be the same. In
contrast, the emerging works on estimating heterogeneous
Gaussain graphical models do not consider multiple non-
temporal conditions, and they are not applicable to counts
data, which are the cases for TF experiments. Moreover,
despite the recent statistical developments, the previous
construction of TF networks lacks solid statistical model,
analyzes each biological condition on its own, and ignores
heterogeneity within condition. For TF experimental
data, single condition analysis suffers from low detection
power; according to our pilot study, disregarding
genome heterogeneity can result in extremely misleading
conclusions about TF associations.

This project proposed a novel Bayesian nonparametric
dynamic Poisson graphical model to handle both
heterogeneity and multiple conditions simultaneously.
By accounting for heterogeneity, our model will offer a
legitimate measure of TF association strength; via pooling
information across multiple conditions, this model will
improve signal detection from small sample size, high-noise
data. To take care of the large data volume, this project
developed efficient highly parallelized Markov Chain Monte
Carlo algorithms to conduct statistical inference for the
proposed model. This Big Data project, as a typical example
with data of large volume, high complexity, and low veracity,
has made substantial contributions to statistical modeling,
statistical computing, parallel programming and genomics.
The scientific discoveries from this project will help to solve
health problems related to Hong Kong and elsewhere.
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Research Funding Schemes and RGC Activities

RGC Visits to UGC-funded universities

The RGC visited Hong Kong Baptist University on 13 June
2019. The RGC normally visits one UGC-funded university
each year. The main objectives of the visit are for the RGC
and Subject Panel members to:

° familiarise themselves with the overall research
activities, research strategies and major achievements
of the university;

o see research facilities, equipment, project highlights
and important research outputs/results with a view to
understanding the proclaimed research direction; and

° meet and talk with academic staff and research
postgraduate students about their research activities.

Visits and discussions with staff and research postgraduate
students are undertaken in small groups. The visiting team
is split broadly on the basis of Subject Panel groups. The
discussions are for open collegial exchanges between staff
and research postgraduate students and the RGC.
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Research Funding Schemes and RGC Activities
MRAB IR RFERHN I

RGC Contacts with Other Funding
Bodies

The RGC maintains regular contacts with other bodies
that provide funding for research. This good working
relationship ensures that applications for grants are cross-
checked to avoid unjustified duplication. The main research
organisations with which the RGC maintains regular
contacts are:

Croucher Foundation

Environment and Conservation Fund

Health and Medical Research Fund

Innovation and Technology Commission

Quality Education Fund

S K Yee Medical Foundation

Overseas bodies and organisations in the Mainland
with funding for academic research
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How Funded Projects are Selected, Monitored and Assessed
FEITE W EHL - MRS T

How Projects are Selected

To drive Hong Kong’s research quality to a higher level of
excellence, the RGC is focusing its resources to provide
better support to top quality research projects through
competitive funding schemes.

Across the board, equal emphasis is given to both
fundamental and applied research.

Additionally, the RGC must be satisfied that the projects it
funds have significant intellectual and innovative content
and serve the purpose of academic development.

For applied research projects which involve potential
benefits to industry in the short to medium term, the
RGC expects to see some funding from the potential
beneficiaries.

Aim of Monitoring and Assessment

Under its Terms of Reference, the RGC is required to
monitor the implementation of research projects funded by
disbursements from the UGC, and to report at least annually
to the Government through the UGC.

The RGC considers that monitoring of on-going projects
and assessment of completed projects are necessary for
reasons of public accountability.

As part of its efforts to strive for improvement, the RGC
constantly reviews its monitoring and assessment system
with a view to streamlining the relevant processes and
enhancing overall effectiveness.

The Principal Investigator/Project Coordinator of an
approved project is therefore required to submit progress
reports and a completion report on the project for
monitoring and scrutiny by Subject Panel/Committee
members. The sponsoring institution is required to manage
the projects and expenditures, oversee the procurement of
equipment and devices approved under the projects and to
put in place a due internal monitoring system.
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How Funded Projects are Selected, Monitored and Assessed

RBYIE N EH - WRSITZ

Monitoring of On-going Projects

The objective of the monitoring is to ensure that the
project is proceeding on schedule and that any problems
identified are followed up by the Principal Investigator/
Project Coordinator. In 2015, the RGC enhanced the
monitoring measures. From the 2016/17 funding exercises
onwards, except a small number of short duration research
projects which are granted project funds in a lump sum, the
project funds of all research projects will be disbursed by
instalment. The Principal Investigators/Project Coordinators
concerned should demonstrate satisfactory progress before
obtaining further funding from the RGC.

For individual research projects, one Subject Panel member
is assigned to each funded project with the responsibility for
monitoring, on the basis of progress reports and completion
report. The Subject Panel member assigned to the project
reviews the progress report and, where necessary, provides
his/her comments to the Principal Investigator for reference
and follow-up action.

For group research projects, Project Coordinators are
required to submit progress reports for the monitoring
panel’s/committee’s scrutiny and follow up on comments
made by the panel/committee.

Principal Investigators/Project Coordinators may also be
required to present the progress and achievements at a
symposium or during on-site visits to the panel/committee,
research community and/or members of the public.

Assessment of Completed Projects

After the scheduled completion date of a project, the
Principal Investigator/Project Coordinator concerned
is required to submit a completion report detailing the
outcome of the research project, the results achieved,
students trained, and publications produced, as well as
reporting on the use and application of the grant awarded.
These completion reports are passed to the responsible
panel/committee members for final assessment.

Completed projects are rated as “Satisfactory”, “Barely
Satisfactory” or “Unsatisfactory”. These assessment results
are also taken into account when assessing new grant
applications from the same Principal Investigator/Project
Coordinator.
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How Funded Projects are Selected; Monitored and Assessed

Feedback on Assessments

Feedback is an important part of the RGC’s effort to
encourage and assure quality standards in research
projects. The feedback from external reviewers forms
an essential part of the peer review process and
enables researchers to improve and refine their research
methodologies. It also represents a valuable input to the
Hong Kong academia of new ideas and expertise from the
international research community.

As a matter of policy, the RGC arranges to provide the
unattributed comments of external reviewers to applicants
of individual and group project grants and, where necessary,
convey additional comments from the panel/committee.

Public Access to Completion Reports

To share the research findings with the public, for projects
approved from the 2010/11 academic year onwards,
Principal Investigators/Project Coordinators are required
to release the completion reports containing abstract in
layman terms, objectives, research output including a list of
conference papers/publications/journals/research findings
and contact information of Principal Investigators/Project
Coordinators for public access through the RGC website.
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Prof Benjamin W Wah, JP
(Chairman)

HREHIR, JP

(xR

The Chinese University of Hong Kong 1/2013

BRPXAF

Ms Cordelia Chung Clarksdale Investment Limited 5/2017

BB 22+ Clarksdalet% % B BR 72 &)

Prof Paul Clark The University of Auckland 7/2014
B R

SEESHER MK ZBAZH DR

Prof Raymond Man-pao Kan University of Toronto 7/2017

8 S HIX EAE YN

Prof Cindy Fan University of California, Los Angeles 8/2017

Mr Henry Kwong-han Leung Nano and Advanced Materials Institute Limited 4/2017
RIERE YR R iR R BT B IR A A

Prof Tai-lok Lui, JP The Education University of Hong Kong 7/2018
BRERHE, P BEREHBERE
Dr Kim Kin-wah Mak, BBS, JP Caritas Institute of Higher Education and Caritas Bianchi 4/2017
Z@EfE+, BBS, JP College of Careers

AEARFRILFR
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Prof William Ireland Milne University of Cambridge 9/2017
Dl

Prof Irene Oi-lin Ng The University of Hong Kong 4/2017

RABEHE BFERF

Prof Geoffrey L Smith University of Cambridge 7/2015
Dl

Prof Richard Strugnell The University of Melbourne 7/2016
BIRAKNFE

Prof Kellee S Tsai
B RIGHUIR

The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 11/2019

BB

Prof Rosalie L Tung Simon Fraser University 7/2018
EMBRHE FIFESRE
Prof Rick Wai-kwok Wong Hong Kong Baptist University 7/2018
& R EHE BEEREKRF

Prof Paul K L Yu University of California, San Diego 7/2017
REBHIE MR = Z 4 7T F I
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Prof Charles Surya Innovation and Technology Commission 2/2020
RESHIR BIFTRHE
(HAKR)
(assumed office on
17 February 2020)
(2720205217 AEH)

Miss Amy Chan University Grants Committee Secretariat
(Secretary) AREHERHZALWBL

BRIISE 22+

(Bs$5)

(assumed office on

15 June 2020)

(B2 T20205F6 A 150 E#)
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> Appendlx B: Attendbnce Record of RGC Merﬁbers in 2019/20(

i B : 2019/20 FEHRBRAHESLWUMWIER

Prof Benjamin W Wah, JP
HREHIX, JP

100%

Ms Cordelia Chung
=7 (G

Prof Paul Clark*

2

2

100%

100%

Prof Cindy Fan*
SR

Prof Raymond Man-pao Kan*
B X HIHIR

2

2

100%

100%

Mr Henry Kwong-han Leung
R ExRE

Prof Tai-lok Lui, JP
aARERHE, JP

Dr Kim Kin-wah Mak, BBS, JP
EiELLE+, BBS, JP

2

2

100%

100%

100%

Prof William Ireland Milne*
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Prof Irene Oi-lin Ng
RAEEHR

Prof Geoffrey L Smith*

Prof Richard Strugnell*

Prof Kellee S Tsai 2 2 100%
EMIGHIR

Prof Rosalie L Tung* 50%
EMTRHR*

Prof Rick Wai-kwok Wong 2 2 100%
AR

Prof Paul K L Yu*
RENEHIE*

Prof Charles Surya
RESEE
(assumed office on 17 February 2020)
(BF2020562R 178 &%)

*  denotes members outside Hong Kong

* hEONE R
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Subject Panels
2RNMA

Prof James Fawcett University of Cambridge 1/2017
(Chairman) QAFARF
(X&)

Prof Hongtao Yu University of Texas 1/2018
(Deputy Chairman - BTN

Schemes for Individual Research)

(BIEE - MAFRR AR

Prof Zhaoxiang Bian Hong Kong Baptist University 2/2016
NIRREHIR BEBEROKRF

Prof Joseph Buxbaum Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 11/2019

FRILFIRE Fb

Prof Daniel Tak-mao Chan The University of Hong Kong 3/2018
PRiBEIR BEBERF

Prof Juliana CN Chan The Chinese University of Hong Kong 4/2019
PrE IR BEEPXKRF

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Prof Stephen Lam Chan The Chinese University of Hong Kong 11/2019
BRARER BEBRIAF
Prof Larry Ming-cheung Chow | The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 3/2018
JEERRERR BEEBIRF

Prof Ying Cheong University of Southampton 11/2019
BRI F

Prof Thomas Efferth Johannes Gutenberg University 1/2016
LMEHT « HEBR - FEEZKF

Prof Jennifer Grandis University of California, San Francisco 11/2019
IINARZIRE L9

Prof Stephen Hawkins University of Southampton 3/2018
ARERRF

The Chinese University of Hong Kong 12/2017
BFEEPXKRF

Prof Yu Huang
EEC

Prof William Hunter 3/2018

University of Dundee
TR AF
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~ Appendix C: Committee/Panel Membership 2019/20
M C @ RS, 2 R/NE2019/20 F M B 4 &

Prof Dong-yan Jin The University of Hong Kong 2/2019
TEMEHIR BEBRF

Prof Yibin Kang Princeton University 12/2018
BRBOEHIR EMRETIAF

Professor Kin-ming Kwan The Chinese University of Hong Kong 3/2020
FEZERFIR BEBRIAF

12/2017

Prof Mansun Law The Scripps Research Institute

Hiw B R R

Prof Ping-yee Law University of California, Los Angeles 3/2020
TR UK DN ARZRAZHL IR

Prof Kenneth Mei-yee Leung City University of Hong Kong 2/2019
BRI BERBHARE

University of Glasgow 4/2019
BRI HTEI RS

Prof Eddy Foo-yew Liew
MUY R 65

Prof Chung-mau Lo The University of Hong Kong 3/2020

A% 5 6 BRARF
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Prof William Weijia Lu The University of Hong Kong 12/2018

SE)IIES €5 BEERF

Prof Kevin O’Shaughnessy University of Cambridge 11/2019
pilvivNea

Prof Ada Poon Stanford University 12/2017
SEFHERF

12/2018

National Institute of Biological Sciences, Beijing

bR

Prof Feng Shao
ABIEHR

Prof Kathryn Choon-beng Tan ' The University of Hong Kong 1/2017
PR 1R BARIX BBKRF
Prof Xiao-fan Wang Duke University 12/2019
FORHE NS

12/2017

Queen Mary University of London
LHARFHEWERF5

Prof Ferranti Wong

Prof Ed Xuekui Wu The University of Hong Kong
RFEHR BERF

1/2015
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~ Appendix C: Committee/Panel Membership 2019/20
MEC: ERS " FM/PE2019205ERRBE

N

Prof Nieng Yan Princeton University 1/2019
AT TARETIARF
Prof Ella Yeung The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 12/2018
HEHIE BEEBIRF

Prof Benjamin Yat-ming Yung The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 12/2017
9K BEEBIKRF

2/2019

City University of Hong Kong
BB AT

Prof Yuanting Zhang
KITEFHIR

Prof Chunfeng Zhao Mayo Clinic 1/2015

LI R E BT
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Subject Panels

S RNE

Prof Raymond Man-pao Kan University of Toronto 7/2017
(Chairman) ZHERF

8 X HIHIR

(X&)

Prof Rosalie L Tung Simon Fraser University 11/2018
EMSRIE [ENERI NS

(Deputy Chairman -

Schemes for Individual Research)

(BIEFE — D AT EBIITR)

Prof Utpal Bhattacharya The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 11/2017
BEERBKRF

Prof Yuxin Chen New York University Shanghai 1/2015

BRF TR EEANKRE

Prof Hsing K. Cheng University of Florida 11/2019

IR (GEZuvNa

Prof Daniel A Cohen Texas A&M University 3/2020

EINRI AR
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Prof Andrew Delios National University of Singapore 1/2015
FTIEE A%

Prof Zhaoyang Gu The Chinese University of Hong Kong 1/2017

PnERRAFIR BFEEPXKRF

Prof Vernon N Hsu The Chinese University of Hong Kong 3/2018
TRTHIR BEEPXKRF

Prof Tim Woonghee Huh University of British Columbia 11/2019
RESHCL TR

Prof Haitao Li Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business 1/2015
FEEHIX S NANEE
Prof Hui Liao University of Maryland 2/2015
BRI BE=RF

Prof Jeffrey Tee Yong Ng The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 11/2018
HEEBIANF

Prof Haipeng Shen The University of Hong Kong 2/2019

Wi=icE 565 BERF

Prof Zhigang Tao The University of Hong Kong 2/2015
B MR E A
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Prof John Wei The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 3/2020

RERBX BEBBEIKRF

Prof M.H. Franco Wong University of Toronto 12/2017
ZRERF

Prof Daphne Wing-yee Yiu The Chinese University of Hong Kong 11/2017

NS €5 BEBRIAF

The University of Texas at Dallas 11/2019
ERFARFENH DR

Prof Harold Huibing Zhang
SKEKHIR
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Subject Panels
2RNMA

Prof Jiun-shyan Chen
(Chairman)
BRiR R IR
(X&)

Prof Gregory P. Carman
(Deputy Chairman -
Schemes for Individual Research)

(BIEE — D AT EBIITR)

7/2016

1/2017

University of California, San Diego

DN K = 230 5F FF 0 1R

University of California, Los Angeles

MR ZZAZH DI

Prof Pedro J. Alvarez

Prof Ronaldo | Borja

Prof Jian Cao

Rice University 11/2018
SKETARF

Stanford University 1/2016
SEFHEARF

Northwestern University 11/2018
[isploca
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Prof Tung-sun Chan
BRAR IR
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The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
BEBBEIKRF

3/2018

Prof Xiuli Chao
P FIZUER

Prof Lei Chen
PREHIR

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
EEZRAFRIMEDR

The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
BEERBKRF

11/2018

1/2017

Prof Yiran Chen
FRIG AR

Prof Michael Kwok-keung Cheng
HBEEHI

Duke University
HRAF

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
BRI F

11/2019

1/2016

Prof George T C Chiu

Purdue University

ERHE 2 3%

HEAF

1/2016

Prof Ken P Chong
SRIE IR

The George Washington University
J I /I:l —0—§¢ﬁj(7—

2/2019

Prof Henry S H Chung
BN BHIR

Prof Jintu Fan

e €5

City University of Hong Kong
BEEWHKRF

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
EBBIANF

11/2017

11/2019
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Dr Julio C. Guerrero ‘ Exponent, Inc. ‘ 12/2018

Prof H. Thomas Hahn University of California, Los Angeles 11/2019
INARZBIZH R

Prof Grace Yick Hsuan Drexel University 11/2018
EEERKRE

Prof Heng Ji University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign 11/2019

FIEHIX FREARFLEHS —FEDR

Prof Jay C C Kuo University of Southern California 1/2017

RANHI AN ARF

Prof William Hing-keung Lam The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 11/2018

WRILSRHIR BEABIARF

Prof Andrew Chi-Sing Leung City University of Hong Kong 1/2016

Prof Baochun Li University of Toronto 4/2019
FREHI EL SN

Prof Haizhou Li National University of Singapore 1/2017
MR AR E LK F
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Prof Qiusheng Li
FIRMHIR
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City University of Hong Kong
BEEWHRF

1/2017

Prof Yangmin Li
FIHRHI

Prof Yun-hui Liu
X =R

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
EBEBIANF

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
BEBRIAF

11/2019

3/2020

Prof Siu-ming Lo
P IRBREIR

Prof Jane Wei-zhen Lu

PR

City University of Hong Kong
BB AT

City University of Hong Kong
BEEWHKRF

3/2018

3/2018

Prof Yiu-wing Mai

The University of Sydney

11/2017

BEKRF

Prof Chris Mi

San Diego State University
EMIFEMILKRF

3/2020

Prof Stephen T Newman

Prof Michael KP Ng

University of Bath
BHAF

The University of Hong Kong
BEBERF

12/2019

2/2016
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Texas A&M University 12/2014
MR I KRE

Prof George J. Pappas University of Pennsylvania 11/2018

BRI A
Prof Jian Pei Simon Fraser University 12/2014
HfpHE [EINERZV N2

Prof Thomas J Overbye

Prof Edwin Y B Pun City University of Hong Kong 11/2017
EZEVTES € BB AT

Prof Wan-chi Siu The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 3/2020
wmIRHIX BEEBIKRF
Prof Kay-chen Tan City University of Hong Kong 2/2019
PR HIR ERWHAF

Prof Dacheng Tao The University of Sydney 11/2019
b EZ 765 BERF

Prof Danny Hin-kwok Tsang The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 2/2019
& E IR BERRBEAF

Prof Cho-li Wang The University of Hong Kong 1/2017
FETHE BERF

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
Annual Report 2019/20 £ f
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Prof Min Wang
T HHR
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The University of Hong Kong
BEBRF

1/2016

Prof Tientsin Wong
& HRHR

Prof Tao Xie
AR

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
BFEEPXKRF

Peking University

1/2016

2/2019

IERKZF

Prof Jianliang Xu
RERBUR

Prof Yuanyuan Yang
1% BB #0%

Hong Kong Baptist University
%Ei/%/izj(%

Stony Brook University
RERF

1/2017

11/2018

Prof Patrick Yue
BITEHIR

The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
BT

11/2017

Prof Richard Kwok-kit Yuen
RERHE

City University of Hong Kong
BEEWHKRF

1/2015

Prof Ming Zhang The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 2/2017
SKRERZX EBBIKRF
Prof Song-chun Zhu University of California, Los Angeles 1/2017
IINARZBIZHL R
Research Grants Council R %8I E 81
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Subject Panels

S RNE

Prof Cindy Fan (Chairman) University of California, Los Angeles 11/2010
SEZHE IINARZFBIZH R
(FE)

Prof Paul Clark The University of Auckland 11/2011
(Deputy Chairman —Schemes BR=K%
for Individual Research and
Chairman, Humanities and Arts
Sub-Panel)

(BIEE — D ARTEBIITRI R
AXFRZRGBER)

Prof Gigi Luk McGill University 11/2013

Fifi &5 885 (Chairman, EHRIRKRZE

Education Sub-Panel)

#HEDAEEE)

Prof Larry Caté Backer The Pennsylvania State University 12/2018

SRR ¢ BYERTUMIIARZF

Prof Casey Burkholder University of New Brunswick 11/2019
HELTHAF

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Prof Ching-sing Chai
BERGTHIR

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
BBERXAF

12/2018

Prof Timothy WK Chan
B R R R

Hong Kong Baptist University
BBRENF

1/2017

Prof Dennis Kathung Cheng
AE R

Dr Samuel KW Chu
Kigig+

Prof Joseph Dennis
BELHE

The Education University of Hong Kong
BEREHERF

The University of Hong Kong
BEBERF

University of Wisconsin Madison

BETRRE R E#H 5R

3/2020

3/2017

11/2019

Prof Eric A. Feldman
T IR

University of Pennsylvania

HYERIL A

11/2019

Prof Eric Fong
Woksl=E 565

Prof Piper Gaubatz

The University of Hong Kong
BEERF

University of Massachusetts

kB AR

3/2018

2/2015

Prof Christine M Halse
PSRN

The Education University of Hong Kong
BEEHEKRF

11/2017

Research Grants Council
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Prof Michelle Ying-ling Huang = Lingnan University 3/2020
BRIHIK I FRF

Prof Shirley Suetlin Hung Hong Kong Baptist University 12/2019
HEEHI BEBR2OKRF

Prof Jiehong Jiang Birmingham City University 1/2018
ETRNBR HABEHAS

Prof Kendall A. Johnson The University of Hong Kong 11/2018
ETEHIR BFERF

Prof Gina W.F. Lai Hong Kong Baptist University 12/2018

Him TTHIX BEREROKRF

Prof Maggy Lee The University of Hong Kong 12/2015

TR BFBERF

Prof Sandy S C Li Hong Kong Baptist University 12/2018

FIRBHIX BEREREKRF

Prof Jeffrey Liew Texas A & M University 11/2017
BRI KRE

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Prof Meichun Liu City University of Hong Kong 3/2018

X EBHIK BEREWHRF

Prof Daniel C Lynch City University of Hong Kong 12/2019

PR BB AT

Prof Ann MacPhail University of Limerick 11/2017
MBI KF

Prof Toby Miller Loughborough University 11/2019

FELL o KREHIR WRBRF

Prof Douglas Robinson Hong Kong Baptist University 12/2018
T BEEREKRF
Prof David Shum The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 11/2017
ZE R BEABIRF
Prof James A. Steintrager University of California, Irvine 11/2018

MAEEL K ZEREDIR

Prof Michael Tawa The University of Sydney 11/2017
BERF

Prof Alan Walker The University of Sheffield 2/2015
WFERIERFE

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Prof Cecilia Wong

The University of Manchester
SYHIFRF

11/2018

Prof Patrick CM Wong
B RNHIE

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
BFEEPXKRF

1/2017

Prof Emilie Yueh-yu Yeh
- A %

Prof May Yuan

Prof Lei Zhong
BRI

Lingnan University
BRAZE

The University of Texas at Dallas
BRI ARF R 9

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
BEBRIAF

2/2014

2/2015

11/2019

Research Grants Council ##
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Subject Panels

S RNE

Prof Bill Milne University of Cambridge 11/2013
(Chairman) QAFARF
(X&)

Prof Wesley Cantwell Khalifa University 11/2013

(Deputy Chairman - IREBEAKRF

Schemes for Individual Research)

(BIEE - MAFRR AR

Prof Johnny CL Chan City University of Hong Kong 1/2017

PR R IR BEEWHKRF

Prof Guohua Chen The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 1/2015

(GESEESE BEBBIKRF

Prof Xiaojun Chen The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 11/2017

MR NEHIR EBBIANF

Prof Jianping Gan The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 2/2017

Hol PR BEERBKRFE

Prof Nicholas J. Higham The University of Manchester 11/2019
SHETRFRF

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
Annual Report 2019/20 £ f
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Prof Lam Hui Columbia University 11/2018
VPSR et TR
Prof Chi-yung Jim The Education University of Hong Kong 11/2018
EEBHIR EEHERF

Prof Daniel Shu-ping Lau The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 3/2020
XA T H8% EEBIKRF

2/2016

Academia Sinica

R B

Prof Ting-kuo Lee
FEEHE

Prof Conan Naichung Leung The Chinese University of Hong Kong 2/2019
RTIEEHIK BEEPXKRF
Prof Weiping Li The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 3/2018
FIHE BT

Prof Ren-bao Liu The Chinese University of Hong Kong 1/2015
TR BFEEPXKRF

Dr Nga-lee Ng Georgia Institute of Technology 3/2020
RMEFIIE L FTORILIE T B

Prof Andrey Rogach City University of Hong Kong 3/2018
FEEWHKRFE

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
Annual Report 2019/20 £ f
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The University of Hong Kong
BEBRF

11/2019

Prof Christopher Tout

Prof Xiaoping Wang
FRFHE

University of Cambridge
pilvivNea

The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

BB

3/2018

4/2020

BRI

Prof Zhouping Xin
¥ AR

Prof Ricky Man-shing Wong

Hong Kong Baptist University
%Ei/%/izj(%

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
BRI F

2/2017

11/2018

Prof Yushan Yan
R L EE

Prof Wang Yao
LY SEEE S 60

University of Delaware

Rk

The University of Hong Kong
BBERF

1/2015

11/2017

Prof Zhiliang Ying Columbia University 11/2018
Ri7E R FHELL T R
Prof Jun Zou The Chinese University of Hong Kong 3/2020
LEHEK BFEPXKRF

Research Grants Council R %8I3 89
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Collaborative Research Fund Committee

ERREERS

Prof Paul K'L Yu University of California, San Diego 7/2017

(Chairman) MRS Z 4 7T ST 591

(XF%)

Professor Kai-nan An Mayo Clinic 3/2019

EZUINE S 6 IR R E F5

Professor David Bellinger Harvard University 3/2019
NN

Professor Ronaldo I. Borja Stanford University 3/2019
SEFHERF

Professor Wesley Cantwell The University of Liverpool 3/2019
MYPEAFE

Professor Chin-fei Chen Harvard University 3/2019
IR F

Professor Ken P Chong The George Washington University 3/2019

SR HIR TORKRIANF

Professor Yip-wah Chung Northwestern University 7/2018

B IR (Bl N2

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Professor Michael P Doyle
B5RIR @ SR

Professor Cindy Fan

Professor Gian Francesco

Giudice

The University of Texas at San Antonio

BRFAAFZLRERNR

University of California, Los Angeles

MK ZBAZH DR

The European Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN)
BNz TR AR

7/2015

8/2017

3/2019

Dr Julio C. Guerrero

Professor Zhigang He
] NI

Exponent, Inc.

Harvard University

Lol

3/2019

12/2016

Professor Grace Yick Hsuan

Professor Arieh Iserles

Professor Raymond Kan

[EIBE 2 €

Drexel University
BEERKE

3/2019

University of Cambridge 3/2019
pil7ivNea

University of Toronto
EQE NS

7/2017

Professor Kay Tee Khaw

University of Cambridge
SNFARF

3/2019

Research Grants Council

WREBB
Annual Report 2019/20 £ f
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Professor Ping-yee Law

Professor Haitao Li

AR

Professor Hongbin Li

FRWHIR

Professor Sylvie Lorente

Professor Anita Mak
= etk

University of California, Los Angeles

MR ZBAZH DR

Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business
S ANieal

Stanford University
SERHERF

University of Toulouse

R AR

University of Canberra
PRIFR KR F

3/2019

3/2019

3/2019

3/2019

7/2017

Professor Anil Netravali

Professor Xiaoqing Pan

R HIR

Professor Peter Petraitis

Professor Jonas Rosendahl

Cornell University
BRRAKF

University of California - Irvine
IINRZIR B

University of Pennsylvania

HYERIL A

University of Halle-Wittenberg
R E-ARE IR K F

3/2019

3/2019

3/2019

3/2019

Professor Geoffrey L Smith

University of Cambridge
pilvivN=a

7/2015

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Professor David T. Takeuchi University of Washington 3/2019
HRERARF

Professor Christopher Tout University of Cambridge 3/2019
pilvivNea

Professor Cun-yu Wang University of California, Los Angeles 3/2019

ETERHIE INRZIB LA

Professor Yinsheng Wang University of California, Riverside 3/2019
EEAFE NN AR AR 5 4%

Professor Dapeng Oliver Wu University of Florida 3/2019

RAMEHIE (GEZPuvNea

Professor Yuanyuan Yang Stony Brook University 3/2019

197 B R BRERF

Professor Tian-cheng Zhang University of Nebraska-Lincoln at Omaha Campus 3/2019

SRRBCEIR MR ETINK %

Professor Ming-hao Zheng The University of Western Australia 3/2019
FRARZ

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Major Projects Steering Committee

REHRTEBESERS

Prof Edward Sze-shing Yeung lowa State University 7/2017
(Chairman) Z e MR

IHHERCEIR

(XR%)

Prof Cindy Fan University of California, Los Angeles 8/2017
SBEHHIE INRZIRAZHL L

Prof Raymond Kan University of Toronto 7/2017
8 X HIHIR ELISE N=2

Prof Paul K L Yu 7/2017
RENBHIE

University of California, San Diego

IR S Z 5T T 54X

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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eme Selection Panel

Prof Edward Sze-shing Yeung
(Chairman)

IHHERCEIR

(XF%)

lowa State University
ZBREMN IR F

7/2017

Dr Hon-fai Chan
BN 1

Prof Rowland W Chang
KEEHIR

Cinotech Consultants Limited 8/2019
Northwestern University 7/2014
s | eca

Prof Cindy Fan
SEEHHE

University of California, Los Angeles

MR ZBAZH DI

8/2017

Prof Raymond Kan
8 X HIHIR

Prof Wing-kam Liu
BERIREIR

Prof Bill Milne

University of Toronto 7/2017
LS N=2

Northwestern University 11/2015
FiERF

University of Cambridge 9/2019
pilvivN=a

Research Grants Council
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Prof Roger H Reeves Johns Hopkins University 7/2014
YWET - EESHAY

Prof Jay Siegel Tianjin University 7/2016

RERF
Prof Rosalie L Tung Simon Fraser University 4/2020
ENTRHE CiENESI N2

Texas A&M University - Kingsville 7/2014
ERFEANR TRF 2 T ER IR

Prof William M Worek

Prof Paul K L Yu University of California, San Diego 7/2015
RENEHIX IMNARFEZH T TF DR

Prof Xiaodong Zhu University of Toronto 11/2017
REEZHIE LS N=3

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Steering Committee on Research Themes and Topics

MREBRBEBESZEAS

Prof Lap-chee Tsui, The Academy of Sciences of Hong Kong 11/2017
GBM, GBS, JP HFEMFR

(Chairman)

TR 2 %%, GBM, GBS, JP

(XF%)

Dr Nim-kwan Cheung Alphotonics Limited 1/2020
SRR SE A

Prof Dennis Yuk-ming Lo, The Chinese University of Hong Kong 11/2017
SBS, JP BEEPXKRF

7 IS BR#IR, SBS, JP

Mr Ming-yam Wong, SBS, JP Innolink Investments Limited 11/2017
FHAE R4, SBS, JP

Prof Edward Sze-shing Yeung lowa State University 11/2017
(Ex-officio Member) FRTHEINI K E

A RDE €t

(HARRCRA)

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
Annual Report 2019/20 £ f
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Research Impact Fund Committee

MRFPELERS

Prof Yip-wah Chung, BBS Northwestern University 3/2018

(Chairman) [iipl e

B #HIR, BBS

(XF%)

Prof Daniel Alexander University College London 4/2018
RHRFFb

Prof Mona Baker The University of Manchester 4/2018
SRS

Prof Eileen Breslin The University of Texas Health Science Centre 4/2018

BRFEHAZEZH L

Prof Xiao-Ping Chen University of Washington 3/2018

PR HIR HRERWAF

Prof Susan M. Fitzmaurice The University of Sheffield 4/2018
IERIERF

Prof Patrick Fox The Pennsylvania State University 6/2018

B RETWMIZIARF

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
Annual Report 2019/20 £ f
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Dr Robin Grant The University of Edinburgh 4/2018
ETBKZF

Prof Tamara Hervey The University of Sheffield 5/2018
IERIERF

Prof William N Hunter University of Dundee 3/2018
A

5/2018

Georgia Institute of Technology
ToRIE T F

Prof Zhigang Jiang
T ERIZIR

Prof Sunil Kukreja National University of Singapore 4/2018
FTIRE S A%

Prof Seung-Wuk Lee University of California, Berkeley 4/2018
INRZABFR AL

University of Wisconsin Madison 4/2018
BHETRFRFZ @5

Prof Lingjun Li

4/2018

Prof Peter K. Liaw The University of Tennessee, Knoxville

B REHIR A PE A 18 FE AT R AR

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Prof Peter Lucas

Prof Stuart Maudsley

Prof Tracey Moore

Leiden University
WA

VIB-UAntwerp Center for Molecular Neurology
LR TERZFVBS FHELRFF L

The University of Sheffield

WIERIBAE

5/2018

4/2018

5/2018

Prof Ray Owens

Mr Michael Pidd

University of Oxford
FRRNF

The University of Sheffield
WIFRIERF

4/2018

5/2018

Prof Taina Rantanen

University of Jyvaskyla

THREERKZ

5/2018

Prof Matthias Schwab

Prof Shaogiang Tang
O REIR

University of Tibingen
MERKF

Peking University
ERKZ

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Prof Bridgette Wessels University of Glasgow 4/2018
LIS PN

Prof Dapeng Oliver Wu University of Florida 4/2018

RARMEHIR i SN

Prof Won-Sub Yoon Sungkyunkwan University 4/2018
BRI TERF

Prof Yongjie Jessica Zhang Carnegie Mellon University 5/2018
REEEERS

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
Annual Report 2019/20 £ f
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Mi%C:ZR< "FR/NHE201920FERRBE

Steering Committee on Competitive Research Funding for the Self-financing Degree Sector

HRFURHNZREMREPESERS

Prof Benjamin W Wah, JP The Chinese University of Hong Kong 10/2013
(Chairman) BAEPXKREFE

HREHE, P

(XR%)

Prof Patrick Yam-keung Chau The University of Hong Kong 10/2018
[EIRR SRR BEERF

Prof Catherine Tien-lun Sun Hong Kong Shue Yan University 10/2018
IRICHIR BFEMCKRF

Mr Esmond Chungssin Lee, JP Education Bureau, HKSAR Government 10/2019
(Ex-officio Member) ERNIITREHER

FRELE, JP

(HAKR)

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Assessment Panel for Competitive Research Funding Schemes for the Local Self-financing Degree

Sector
ARt B RF N RBIZZHR EBYITRIIEFE DA

The Chinese University of Hong Kong 9/2016

BRPXKE

Prof Helen Mei-ling Meng
(Chairman)
SERHER (R

Prof George Guo-quan Huang | The University of Hong Kong 3/2016
(Subject Convenor BEBERF

(Engineering))

& ESHIE

(FHEEATEF)

Prof Kenneth Kuen-fung Sin The Education University of Hong Kong 10/2017
(Subject Convenor (Humanities = HEHBEXF
and Social Sciences))

TR HIR
(FRBEANAXZRE2H
%))

Prof Alan Hoi-shou Chan City University of Hong Kong
s €5y g T A

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Prof Allan Kitkwong Chan The Open University of Hong Kong 3/2018
PRSI BERBRITARF
Prof Felix Tung-sun Chan The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 3/2017
R IR R BEEBIRF

Prof Christy Meikwan Cheung = Hong Kong Baptist University 3/2019
REFR IR BERBRNF

3/2018

Prof Cecilia Ka-wai Chun

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
BEER KT

Prof David Faure The Chinese University of Hong Kong 3/2018
RER B ##% BEEPXKRF
Prof Kin-fai Ho The Chinese University of Hong Kong 3/2020
AR BBER AT

Prof Timothy Chi-yui Kwok The Chinese University of Hong Kong 3/2017
BEBHI BFEEPXKRF

Prof Joseph Tak-fai Lau The Chinese University of Hong Kong 3/2017

plisy=2ed FEErh A

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Prof Wilson Wei-sheng Lu The University of Hong Kong 3/2018
BHEEHIE BEBRF

Prof King-fai Tam The Chinese University of Hong Kong 3/2017
BRI BFEEPXKRF

Prof Man-lai Tang The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong 4/2016
IR ALHI BEEBEKRF

Prof Ellick Kin-fai Wong 3/2015

EREHER

The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
BFAERBKF

3/2020

The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong
BEREERNF

Prof Eugene Yincheung Wong
BEBHIE

Prof Hong-xing Yang The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 3/2020
IR BEEIRF
Prof Kin-man Yu City University of Hong Kong 3/2018
R SHIK BB AT
Prof Susana Lai-mei Yuen Caritas Institute of Higher Education 3/2020
RINBEIX FAEL FFbh

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme Selection Panels
ERBLIHARERESITTEE N

Prof Alister Cumming University of Toronto 12/2018
(Chairman) ZHERF
(X&)

Prof Jeremy Brown Simon Fraser University 12/2018
AP R

Prof Hartmut Haberland Roskilde University 12/2018
ZHIEEHKF

Prof Nancy Law The University of Hong Kong 12/2018
BEERF

Prof Catherine Mcbride The Chinese University of Hong Kong 12/2018
BEEPXKRF

Prof Grace Pownall Emory University 12/2018
HRMEARNF

The University of British Columbia 12/2018
KBTI KE

Prof Linda Siegel

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Prof Maureen Taylor The University of Tennessee 12/2018
SN

Prof Richard Mark Walker City University of Hong Kong 12/2018
BEWMTAE

Prof Sally Wheeler Australian National University 12/2018
SEINE N KZ

The Chinese University of Hong Kong 12/2018
BEBER KT

Prof Daphne Wing-yee Yiu

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Prof Richard Strugnell The University of Melbourne 12/2018
(Chairman) BIREKRZF
(/%)

Prof Shuk-han Cheng City University of Hong Kong 12/2018

AN BRETAS

Prof Manish Chhowalla University of Cambridge 12/2018
pilrwNe2

Prof Amr Elnashai University of Houston 12/2018
REWAZE

Prof Makarand Hastak Purdue University 12/2018
EERF

Prof Judy Jionghua Jin University of Michigan 12/2018
ERRAFE

Prof Baochun Li University of Toronto 12/2018

FREHKR ZHERF

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Prof Irene Oilin Ng The University of Hong Kong 12/2018

RAEEEHX BEERF

Prof Laura Poole-Warren University of New South Wales 12/2018
HERURETAF

Prof Jay X Tang Brown University 12/2018
WEARS

Prof Huating Wang The Chinese University of Hong Kong 12/2018
FREHEX BFEPXKRF
Prof Xiaoqi Yang The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 12/2018
19 BeBHHIR BEEBIKRF
Prof Pong-chi Yuen Hong Kong Baptist University 12/2018
PUHEHIX BEREKF

Prof Ruigin Zhang City University of Hong Kong 12/2018
SEEES €5 BEEWHKRFE

Prof Changsong Zhou Hong Kong Baptist University 12/2018
B E BERLKRE
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N

RGC Research Fellow Scheme / RGC Senior Research Fellow Scheme

WRBMARFEIR HERBRARFEITR

Prof Paul Clark The University of Auckland 1/2020
(Chair) Bm =R

Prof Jinfa Cai University of Delaware 2/2020
BEEHIE SRy N

Prof Wilt Idema Harvard University 2/2020
FAETEHIR NN

Prof Raymond Kan University of Toronto 2/2020
8 X HIHIR ELSEJN=

Prof Anita Mak University of Canberra 2/2020
PIRRL K Z

Prof Rosalie L Tung Simon Fraser University 2/2020

EMTRHEIX [EINESI VN

Prof Mei Zhan University of California, Irvine 2202
IIFRBRILA R B

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Prof Adrian Dixon University of Cambridge 1/2020
pil7ivNea

Prof Thomas Efferth Johannes Gutenberg University 2/2020
LMEHT « HER - EEZLAF

Prof Grace Yick Hsuan Drexel University 2/2020
EEERKY

Prof Yiu-wing Mai The University of Sydney 2/2020

KRIESREIR BERF

Prof Alexandru Morega University Politehnica of Bucharest 2/2020
W INEETRIE TR

Prof Jonas Rosendahl University of Halle-Wittenberg 2/2020

MRE — 4RI ARF

Prof Simon F. B. Tett The University of Edinburgh 2/2020
ZTEKRF
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Prof Yushan Yan University of Delaware 2/2020

=R SRRy N2

Prof Zhiliang Ying Columbia University 2/2020

RIS R et R F

Prof Minghao Zheng The University of Western Australia 2/2020
FRAF

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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Disciplinary Committee (Investigation)

LEZAS(BE)

Prof Guoping Feng Massachusetts Institute of Technology 2/2015

(Chairman) FREERT

B E TR

(XF%)

Prof Raghavendra Rau University of Cambridge 8/2017
Dl

Prof Paul K L Yu University of California, San Diego 8/2019

RENEHIX IDIPNE S RS SR
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Disciplinary Committee (Appeal)
LEERe (HRF)

Prof Alan B Rickinson The University of Birmingham 8/2016
(Chairman) RAFAF
(EF)

Prof Michael P Doyle The University of Texas at San Antonio 8/2016
BRFAAFZLRERSR

Prof Andrew J Szeri The University of British Columbia 8/2016
RESHCLE TR

Research Grants Council IR &8I B
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7/F.. Shui On Centre, 6-8 Harbour Road,
Wanchai, Hong Kong.
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: (852) 2524 3987
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: rgc@ugc.edu.hk

Homepage Mt : www.rgc.edu.hk
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