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Annex G(2)

Hong Kong Genaral Chamber of Commerce
T 0 #R T V1861 GEER TR oL R L
Hong Kong General Chamber of Commesce
22/F Unied Centre,

95 Quecrnsway, | lonp Kong

Tol  (842) 2529 9279

Vax (B2} 2527 9845

kmail charmberg@chamben org hk

www.chamberorg hk

Hclping Business sincc 1861

4 March 2008

Mr Michael V Stone
Secretary-General

University Grants Committee
7/F, Shui On Centre

6-8 Harbour Road

Wanchai

Hong Kong

Dear N\}‘M

Thank you for your letter of 28 Febf’uary to our Acting Chairman Mr Andrew Brandler
seeking the Chamber's views on the Development Blueprint of the Hong Kong Institute

of Education (HKIEd).

The future development of education is indeed important for Hong Kong, but as it is not a
matter that falls directly under the ambit of the Chamber. The Chamber attaches great
importance to the issue of education and learning in relation to manpower development in
Hong Kong, and in this connection a study group has been formed under the Chamber's
services policy think tank, the Hong Kong Coalition of Service Industries, to consider the
issues of manpower development, people flow and immigration, life-long
learning/qualification framework, and Hong Kong as an education hub. Should the
study group report findings or make recommendations periinent to the deveiopment of
HKIEd, we would be more than happy to forward those to you.

Yours sincerely,

%Alex Fo
CEO
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The Hong Kong Institute of Education Students” Union
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Address: 10 Lo Ping Road, Tai Po, New Territones, Hong Kong Tel: 2948 6622
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Annex G(4)

The Association of English Medium Secondary Schools
& e e = * 2= L &

c/o YMCA of Hong Kong Christian College
2 Chung Yat Street,
Tung Chung,
Lantau, Hong Kong

28 March 2008

Mr Michael V Stone
Secretary-General

University Grants Committee
7/F Shui On Centre
6-8 Harbour Road
Wan Chai

Hong Kong

Dear Mr Stone

Hong Kong Institute of Education’s (HKIEd) Development Blueprint

Thank you for your letter of 28 Feb‘i;uary 2008, soliciting the view of the Association
of English Medium Secondary Schools on the captioned topic.

The Executive Comunittee of the Association has met to discuss the matter and we

present our views as follows.

Background:

1. Hong Kong, our proud Asia’s World City, is a modern metropolis on a par with
other leading cities of the world. Without any natural resources save its harbour,
this has come about for a number of reasons, chief among them the quantity and
quality of its human resources.

2. As globalisation continues unabated and other cities develop at ever faster paces,
Hong Kong must build upon the solid foundation that has been laid or risk being
overtaken by competitors like Singapore and Seoul.

3. Therefore, in addition to its investment in infra-structure projects like the Hong
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The Association of English Medium Secondary Schools
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Kong-Zhuhai- Macao Bridge and Container Terminal 10, the Government must
invest even more to increase the quantity and improve the quality of Hong Kong’s
human resources.

4. In the last several decades, the Government has indeed invested heavily in

* education, establishing bodies and funds like ACTEQ, CDC, CEG, CHSC, EC,
HKCAAVQ, HKEAA, HKEdCity, QEF, SCOLAR, UGC; upgrading school
premises through SIP; reforming curriculum and assessment via AAT, MCE, NSS,
QF, SBA, TOC, TSA; improving language education by means of NET, SCOLAR;
enhancing the quality of teaching and school management through CPD, ESR,
LPAT, QAL SBM, SSE; etc.

5. While all these efforts are laudable and helpful, they do not seem to have had the
desired impact on the quality of education expected by society. Not only has there
been no significant improvement, students nowadays, with all the upgrading in
school facilities, the introduction of I'T, etc., are less eager to learn than ever.

6. Researchers have formulated all kinds of theses to explain this. But the most
important reason must lie in the quality of teaching, i.e. the dedication and
professionalism of our teachers.

7. While there are born teachers, most have to be trained. This brings us to teacher
training, both pre-service and in-service, and the provision of this training by
tertiary institutions. /

8. Af present, professional teacher training is provided by the Faculties of Education
of the University of Hong Kong and of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, the
Faculty of Social Sciences of Hong Kong Baptist University and the Hong Kong
Institute of Education (HKIEd). Of these, the last is the only fertiary institution
wholly dedicated to the training of teachers, from Kindergarten to Primary to
Secondary levels. |

9. As such, it seems obvious that improvement in the quality of teaching must begin

at HKIEd, as it prepares and trains the largest number of teachers for our schools.

The Future of HKIEd:
10. For HKIEd to accomplish this, our Association is of opinion that HKIEd should be

accorded university status, made into, say, the Hong Kong University of
Education (HKUE) or the Hong Kong Normal University (HKNU), dedicated o
both the preparation of pre-service teachers and the further development of
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in-service teachers, at all levels.

11. We are in general agreement with the proposals made by HKIEd in its
Development Blueprint and believe that these proposals fortify a weak link in the
higher education sector, namely, the education of our school teachers as against
that of medical practioners, engineers, scientists, businessmen, lawyers, etc.

12. Now that HKIEd has fulfilled the most important criterion for a university title by
attaining self-accrediting status, there is no doubt that it is ready to become a
university and will be able to meet other criteria clearly spelt out by UGC.

13. The advantages of this seemingly minor change in name from Institute to
University cannot be overstated.

14. Over the years, HKIEd has suffered from its inability to compete with other
UGC-funded universities in the recruitment of quality applicants. In a status
conscious society such as Hong Kong, matriculants, even those who have decided
on a teaching career, will rather attend a comprehensive university than HKIEd.

15. It has also been less able than these universities to recruit and retain quality staff,
to seek donations, to engage in research and experiments with a bearing on
education, to propose new, tested initiatives in education to the Government, to
evaluate educational policies and practices in force, and to co-operate and share
with sister institutions in Hong Kong, China and other parts of the world.

16. All these and other handicaps faced by the present HKIEd can be overcome in due
course once it 1s made into a university.

17. Turning HKIEd into a university dedicated to teacher training also impresses upon
the community the determination of the Government to continue with its efforts to
enhance the quality of teaching, hence the quality of education, in Hong Kong.
This will help stem the exodus of local students from mainstream schools to ESF
or international schools, from Hong Kong schools to overseas ones.

18. Conversely, should the status quo be maintained, the problems will persist and the
quality of education provided by the public sector will continue to suffer, to the
detriment of the further development of Hong Kong as a city of the 21* Century.

19. The idea of merging HKIEd with the Faculty of Education of another university
has been floated. This is undesirable as it will give the public the wrong
impression that, by abolishing the only tertiary institution dedicated to the
preparation and training of teachers, the Government is stepping back from its

avowed commitment to improve education in Hong Kong, not to mention the
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myriad problems involved in what will most likely be an unwelcome
‘pre-arranged marriage’ forced upon HKIEd.

The harm this will do to teacher training will be incalculable and it will take many
years before a state of normalcy can be re-established and teacher training can

move forward again.

The Development of HKUE/HKNU:

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Given sufficient resources to further improve its premises, library and research
facilities, curricula and staff, the new university should be able to implement the
proposals in the Blueprint.

While the present HKIEd has done well in the training of teachers of Cultural
Subjects and Physical Education, its graduates usually teach academic subjects to
junior form students only. Graduates of the newly established university, however,
should be able to teach all subjects to junior as well as senior form students. This
necessitates the instruction of more subject matter in its programmes for teachers
of academic subjects, in addition to that in pedagogy, in the philosophy,
psychology and sociology of education, etc., making them conversant with both
academic and educational matters.

If necessary, this can be done in stages, starting with the core subjects of the New
Senior Secondary Cuwriculum: Chinese Language, English lLanguage and
Mathematics, moving on to Liberal Studies and subjects in the Key Learning
Areas of Chinese Language Education, English Language Education, Mathematics
Education, Personal, Social and Humanities Education, Arts Education, Physical
Education, and finally, with the setting up of laboratories and workshops, ending
with subjects in the Key Learning Areas of Science Education and Technology
Education.

In the meantime, the new university can offer Postgraduate Diploma in Education
programmes to graduates of other universities in science or other subjects.

In keeping with the aim of enabling our students to be biliterate and trilingual, it is
incumbent upon the new university to prepare its graduates to be biliterate and
trilingual.

Specifically, besides Cantonese, its graduates should be able to teach in English
and/or Putonghua. It should also provide language programmes to in-service

teachers, enabling them to teach in English and/or Putonghua.

The Association of English Medium Secondary Schools
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Summary:

27.Our Association is in general agreement with the proposals in HKIEd’s
Development Blueprint.

28. We are in favour of the granting of a university title to HKIEd. We believe that
HKIEd is ready and that this will further strengthen Hong Kong’s higher
education sector.

29. We are also of the opinion that maintaining the status quo or dissolving HKIEd
will be detrimental to school education in Hong Kong and, in the long run, to the
development of Hong Kong.

30. We think that in the near future, the Hong Kong University of Education or the
Hong Kong Normal University should build on the strengths of the present
HKIEd.

31. With the provision of new resources, the new university should produce biliterate
and tritingual teachers able to teach up to senior secondary levels in all subjects.

32. We shall be pleased to meet with you and your colleagues to clarify our views.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

W .
Rosalind CHAN

Chairperson
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Hong K@ng Kindergarten Association
BHA @ ARVENEFTELERTEBYRABTHALER
Correspondence : HEKAPS, G/F.,Chi Siu House, Choi Wan Estate, Kowloon.
Tel: 2758 2008 Fax: 2758 0078 E-mail:hkkaps@netvigator. com
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Mr. Michael V Stone
Secretary — (General
University Grants Committee
7/F Shui On Centre

6-8 Harbour Road

Wan Chai, Hong Kong

29 March 2008

Dear Mr. Stone,

Views on HKIEd.’s Development Blueprint

I am, on behalf of the Hong Kong Kihdergarten Association, giving our feedback in
view of the captioned subject.

What Matters

® The HKIEA is the largest provider of teacher training (pre-service students and
serving teachers) in Hong Kong since 1930°s (including 65 foundation years)

@ Tt cvolved over time by sirengthening the pivotal role in raising the
professional standards in early childhood education as this issue was not

noticed ever sincel 980’s.

® The attainment of self-accrediting status in year 2004 marked its enduring
commitment to quality education.

® Throughout the years, its ethos has remain unchanged: “we nurture through all
its programs knowledgeable, caring and responsible teachers who will serve
the needs of Hong Kong schools and maintain strong links with the community,
and in particular the schools and the teaching profession”.

® Laid a good foundation fowards an accredited and well-educated society by
boosting and up-grading pre—school teacher education.

® If a university title is granted, it will reduce reliance on public funding by
self-financing.

.ftobecont’d at P.2
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Feedbacks from the Pre-school field

® Almost 100% of graduates from the faculty of Early Childhood Education
(ECE) are job allocated and preferred by Kindergartens & Nursery Schools.

® The performances of the ECE graduates are well appraised by Principals at its
brand name.

® The research and published documents or books produced objectives and
independent perspectives which can be re-connected with own Kindergarten or
Nursery School as professional knowledge for standardized conditions and
improvement enhancement.

® To reassure the professional status of pre-school teachers despite of
discouragement received years ago.

The Future

® HKIEd should open to performance monitoring system to maintain the
standard of education they deliver and should be regarded as a home to array of
developed ability and curriculum based assessments.

® More scientific researches or assessments grounded on trial should be in
connection with serving teachers who simply represent a “through school”
solution that are valid and reliable.

® HKIEd should manage the public and private resources bestowed upon them,
employing collaboration whenever it is of value in the most effective and
efficient way.

® HKIEd should extend, even further, building bridges and predictions to more

and more international teacher institutions across the world.

Based on the above facts and hopes, and in regarding to its dedication to teaching
and research in the field of education together with the development of a skilled and
professional teacher workforce in a multidisciplinary education environment, it is,
therefore, we consider a university title should be granted to the Hong Kong Institution of
Education.

NG \qw
Mary Tong Siu-fun B/ &
Chairperson
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HON. SECRETARY’S OFFICE
clo  C & M ASun Kei Secondary School,
6 Tong Chun Street, Tseung Kwan O, N.T
Tel : 2191 6022 Fax : 2191 6601

7 April 2008

Mr. Michael V Stone
Secretary-General

University Grants Commitiee
7/F Shut On Centre

6-8 Harbour Road

Wan Chai

-y

1101g AOLE

Dear Mr. Stone

Ty

Houg Kong Iastitute of Education's Gnina) Development Dlucprint

Thank you for your letter dated 11 March 2008, seeking the views of
Hong Kong Subsidized Secondary Schools Council (HKSSSC) on the
captioned issue. As there is insufficient time for HKSSSC to collest
views from all member schools, the views submitted will represent those
of the Executive Committee only.

1. We agree that Hong Kong needs a university specialized in education
for the following reasons:

(a) Hong Kong lacks natural resources and depends heavily on
human resources for development, so education is critically
important. In order to have quality education for our students, it
is an absolute must for Hong Kong to build up a quality team of
professional teachers. A university specialized in education can
concentirate in the development of the education profession and
will enhance the status of the profession.

(b) Universities specialized in education are common in many
countries, especially in Asian countries such as China, Japan,
Korea, etc. In China, there are Normal Universities of Education
in the key cities like Beijing, Shanghai, Taiwan, etc. If Hong
Kong intends to present itself as a key city in China, a university
specialized in education seems to be essential.

(c) As Hong Kong has intended to develop into an education hub, it
will sound more convincing if we can have a university
specialized in education as this will put the education profession
at a higher status.

2. We agree that it is of public interest to have Hong Kong Institute of
Education (HKIEd) becoming a university specialized in education
instead of staqing a new one for the following reasons:

p. 1 of 2



(a) On the whole, we agree with the proposals made by HKIEd in its Development
Blueprint with emphasis in the five strategic priority areas of enhancing research and
“development capacity, fostering students’ professional excellence, diversifying the
programme offerings to meet Hong Kong’s needs, broadening the scope of activities
and internationalization / outreaching to the Mainland.

(b) HKIEQ has a long history in offering teacher education and is well known by the
education sectors both locally and internationally.

(c) HKIEd is already offering degree programmes and is a self-accrediting institution
under UGC meeting the criteria applied to other UGC-funded institutions.

(d) The naming of HKIEd as a university will be able to attract more students to study
education because this will enhance the status of the institute, otherwise, the teacher
profession will always be considered as a second-rate profession because more able
students from schools are aiming at entering universities.

3. Our expectation of the future university specialized in education:

(a) To provide quality programmes with emphasis on both subject matters and
professional training so that the graduates are capable to teach at senior secondary
levels in schools;

(b) To purture future teachers with bi-literate and trilingual abilities so they can set a high
standard of medium of instruction (MOI) in schools in line with the MOI policy in
Hong Kong;

(c) To provide timely in-service programmes for practicing teachers catering for changes
in response to the needs of the society;

(d) To lead in educational research with the involvement of front-line teachers to enhance
action learning in schools that are vital for school improvement.

4. 'We shall be pleased to elaborate on our views by meeting with you and your colleagues 1f
necessary. Please contact me (Tel.: 26727395, email: wongsls@twgbkyds.eud.hk) or our
Hon. Secretary (External) Ms. Halina POON Suk-han (Tel: 2191 6601} if necessary.

5. Thank you very much for your attention.

Yours sincerely,

o

WONG She-lai Shirley
Chairperson

p. 2 of 2
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