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Mr Carlson Tong, SBS, JP
Chairman

University Grants Committee
7/F Shui On Centre

6-8 Harbour Road

Wanchai

Hong Kong

Dear Chairman,

Research Grants Council
Report for 2015/16

o B 7 S VA VS Y A 6 2 8 il A2 L TR
7/F Shui On Centre, 6-8 Harbour Road
Wan Chai, Hong Kong, China

Frh Tel: (852) 2524 3987

8L Fax: (852) 2845 1596

B FHE E-Mail: ugc@uge.edu.hk

444k Homepage: www.ugc.edu.hk

30 June 2017

Under its terms of reference, the Research Grants Council (RGC) is required, among other things, to report
on its work annually to the Government through the University Grants Committee.

I have the pleasure to submit herewith the report of the RGC covering the twenty-fifth year of the Council’s
operations. The report will be mounted on the RGC’s website in order to reach a wider audience.

I should be grateful if you would forward the report to the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region.

Yours sincerely,

Benjamin Wah
Chairman
Research Grants Council
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The Research Grants Council (RGC) had a challenging yet fruitful year.
It is encouraging to note that our funded programmes have continued
to achieve excellent results in a number of research areas.

Some 69% of RGC’s budget is allocated for the General Research
Fund which supports a large number of researchers. The aim is to
supplement universities’ own research support to those who have
achieved or have the potential to achieve excellence. This past year,
out of 2 710 applications from a wide range of disciplines, we funded a
total of HK$597 million for 949 research projects.

The Early Career Scheme is intended to nurture junior academics and
to prepare them for a career in education and research. In the 2015/16
academic year, out of 378 applications, 151 projects were funded at
a total amount of HK$92 million, with 12 of them rated “Outstanding”.
The applicants of these projects were each granted an honorary title of
“The Early Career Award 2015/16".

The Collaborative Research Fund (CRF) Scheme supports multi-
investigators, multi-disciplinary projects. In order to encourage
more research groups to engage in creative and high quality cross-
disciplinary projects, the budget of the 2015/16 exercise was increased
from HK$100 million to HK$110 million.

The annual CRF Symposium was held in December 2015 at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong where the progress of 14 funded projects was
presented. The Symposium generated interesting discussions among
researchers and provided excellent opportunities for research students
to exchange views and strengthen collaborations.
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Joint Research Schemes

In the 2015/16 academic year, the RGC ran eight Joint Research
Schemes with partner agencies in other regions. The RGC and the
European Council (EC) started a discussion on promoting collaboration
between the researchers in Hong Kong and their counterparts
in the European regions in April 2015. In about half a year, with the
commitment from both sides, the RGC and the EC agreed on the
details of the collaboration scheme in early November 2015. The
collaboration scheme was launched in November 2015. As a pilot
scheme with annual funding of HK$9 million, the RGC supports both
research projects and exchange proposals.

Humanities and Social Sciences Prestigious
Fellowship Scheme

The Humanities and Social Sciences Prestigious Fellowship Scheme
was established to recognize excellence in the Humanities and Social
Sciences. It provides relief teachers and supporting funds to the
outstanding investigators under the Humanities and Social Sciences
Panel to enable them to focus on research work and writing. The
fellowship provides resources for the employment of relief teachers, as
well as the costs of travel, subsistence and dissemination of outputs.
Three prestigious investigators were awarded in the 2015/16 academic
year and HK$1.51 million in total was funded.

Foreword from the Chairman =EF 35

Professor Benjamin Wah, Chairman of
the RGC, delivered a speech at the CRF
Symposium 2015.
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The objective of the Theme-based Research Scheme is to focus
academic research efforts of the University Grants Committee (UGC)-
funded universities on themes of strategic importance to the long-
term development of Hong Kong. The fifth round exercise was held in
the 2015/16 academic year. A total of 28 preliminary proposals were
received. After the preliminary selection and a vigorous process of
peer-review, the RGC allocated HK$203 million to support five projects.

The RGC first launched the new research funding schemes for the
local self-financing degree sector in 2013. They are namely the Faculty
Development Scheme, the Institutional Development Scheme and the
Inter-Institutional Development Scheme.

The results of the Second Round exercise were announced in August
2015. Out of 212 applications in the Second Round exercise, RGC
funded a total of HK$86.43 million for 60 research projects. Following
the completion of the second round exercise, the third round of exercise
started in November 2015. A total of thirteen local self-financing degree-
awarding institutions were eligible for the three funding schemes in the
Third Round exercise. The results of the Third Round exercise will be
announced in August 2016.

With effect from February 2012, the administration of the Areas of
Excellence Scheme was transferred from the UGC to the RGC. The
Scheme provides support to the UGC-funded universities to build upon
their existing strengths and develop them into areas of excellence.
The Seventh Round exercise was launched in October 2015. A total
of 23 eligible preliminary proposals were received, seeking RGC
grants of HK$1.52 billion. Results of the Seventh Round exercise will
be announced in late December 2016. In the 2015/16 academic year,
there were nine on-going projects monitored by the RGC.
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Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme

The Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme (HKPFS) continues to
enhance internationalisation of our higher education sector. In the first
six rounds of exercises, about 1 030 candidates from more than 65
countries/regions were selected to pursue their PhD studies in Hong
Kong.

The Awardees Reception of the HKPFS was held in November 2015.
The Steering Committee, Selection Panel Members and representatives
of universities, together with the past awardees, were invited to the
Awardees Reception to welcome the new awardees.

Research Grants Council

Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme

RGC Public Lectures

To share the research findings with the community, researchers of the
RGC funded projects have been invited to deliver public lectures since
April 2009. In the 2015/16 academic year, the RGC jointly held four RGC
Public Lectures on “Climate Changes”, “Parent Child Relationship/
Education in Hong Kong”, “Social Mobility and Youth Advancement
in Hong Kong Society” and “Minorities and Immigrants (Mainland) in
Hong Kong Society” with the Hong Kong Science Museum and the
Hong Kong Central Library respectively. Active participation from the
community was received.

Foreword from the Chairman /&% 5
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The RGC is facing challenges arising, for example, from new and
emerging research needs of the academic community, increased
demand for research funding and high expectation from the society on
the standard of research integrity in publicly funded projects. To tackle
these challenges, the RGC has taken a number of initiatives.

The scope of the RGC Review planned in 2015 has been expanded to
cover its structure, operations and the portfolio balance of its research
funding schemes, and to give recommendations by making reference
to the standards and good practice in the operation of research
funding agencies in other jurisdictions. The Review will be conducted
in two phases: Phase | of the Review will cover macro issues such
as the portfolio balance of the RGC funding schemes while Phase
Il will cover micro issues such as the quality of the assessment and
monitoring processes. To minimise the perceived conflict of interest, a
Task Force will be set up under the UGC to oversee the implementation
of the Phase | Review. In addition, the UGC will commission an external
consultant to assist the Task Force in the Phase | Review. The consultant
is expected to conduct data collection through questionnaire surveys,
online consultation and face-to-face focus group meetings with a wide
pool of stakeholders. Findings and recommendation of the Phase |
Review will likely be available around mid 2017. The Phase Il Review
will be conducted after the findings of the Phase | Review are available.

In the years to come, the RGC will remain committed to enhancing
local academic research efforts to facilitate the pursuit of excellence,
with a view to sharpening our competitive edges in the context of global
academic research and bringing our research level to world class.

The research work in Hong Kong is making good progress. This is
attributable to the incessant efforts of the higher education sector. | am
grateful for local academics’ support and their remarkable research
results over the past year. It gives me great pleasure to present the RGC
Annual Report for 2015/16, which outlines the work and achievements
of the Council in the reported year.
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The Research Grants Council and its Organisation

REY R LERRE

The Research Grants Council

The Research Grants Council (RGC) is a non-statutory advisory council
operating under the aegis of the University Grants Committee (UGC).
It was formally established on 1 January 1991 to replace the Research
Sub-Committee of the UGC.

The RGC’s members are appointed by the Chief ExecutiveN°® of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) and comprise non-
local academics, local academics and local lay persons. All members
are appointed on an ad personam basis. The RGC’s membership for
2015/16 is listed in Appendix A.

Terms of Reference
The RGC’s Terms of Reference are:

e To advise the HKSAR Government, through the UGC, on the needs
of the institutions of higher education in Hong Kong in the field of
academic research, including the identification of priority areas,
in order that a research base adequate for the maintenance of
academic vigour and pertinent to the needs of Hong Kong may be
developed.

e To invite and receive, through the institutions of higher education,
applications for research grants from academic staff and for the
award of studentships and post-doctoral fellowships; to approve
awards and other disbursements from funds made available by the
HKSAR Government through the UGC for research; to monitor the
implementation of such grants and to report at least annually to the
HKSAR Government through the UGC.

Note: The HKSAR Chief Executive has delegated his authority to appoint the
RGC members to the Secretary for Education.
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Chart 1.1: RGC Organisational Structure
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How the Research Grants Council is Organised

The RGC works in close partnership with the UGC and advises and
reports to the Government through the UGC on matters within its
purview. The organisational structure of the RGC is presented in Chart
1.1.

The RGC normally meets twice a year, in June and December
respectively. The June meeting mainly involves the allocation of
research grants submitted under funding schemes such as the
General Research Fund, the Early Career Scheme, the Humanities
and Social Sciences Prestigious Fellowship Scheme and the Theme-
based Research Scheme; and a preliminary consideration of new
applications under the Areas of Excellence Scheme. The December
meeting is usually devoted to examining resource allocation among
various established and new funding initiatives for the following year;
the allocation of research grants submitted under the Collaborative
Research Fund and the Areas of Excellence Scheme; and a preliminary
consideration of new applications under the Theme-based Research
Scheme.

Subject Panels

The following five Subject Panels assist the RGC in its work:

Biology and Medicine

e Business Studies

® Engineering

e Humanities and Social Sciences
Physical Sciences

The five subject panels are responsible for the evaluation of applications
and monitoring the approved projects under the General Research
Fund, the Early Career Scheme, the Humanities and Social Sciences
Prestigious Fellowship Scheme and the Joint Research Schemes.
These panels consist of academics both local and non-local.

The Subject Panels of the first pool normally meet once in June
every year before the RGC meetings, primarily to select applications
for allocations as well as to monitor on-going projects and assess
completed projects.

Applications for research grants are assessed through peer review by
panel members and external reviewers, all of whom are recognized
experts in their fields in or outside Hong Kong. The panels report to
the RGC with recommendations on which projects should be funded
after their meetings.
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Collaborative Research Fund Committee

The Collaborative Research Fund is provided to the UGC-funded
universities for the procurement of major research facilities and/or
equipment or library collections which could not otherwise be afforded
by one university and which could be used for collaborative research or
group research activities that operate across disciplines and/or normal
institutional boundaries.

The Collaborative Research Fund Committee is charged with selecting
proposals for funding support, as well as monitoring the funded
projects.

Major Projects Steering Committee

The Major Projects Steering Committee oversees the Theme-based
Research Scheme and the Areas of Excellence Scheme. In respect
of the Theme-based Research Scheme, the Committee reviews the
grand challenge topics periodically and advises the RGC of any need
to invite the Education Bureau to consider changes or additions.
It also advises the RGC on the criteria for selecting Theme-based
Research Scheme proposals and monitors the funded projects. The
Theme-based Research Scheme Selection Panel under the Major
Projects Steering Committee assists in implementing the shortlisting,
assessment and monitoring of projects.

In respect of the Areas of Excellence Scheme, the Committee advises
the RGC on the strategy and criteria for selecting potential areas
of excellence, identifies and prioritizes such proposals for funding
support, as well as monitors funded projects.
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Steering Committee on Competitive Research
Funding for the Self-financing Degree Sector

The Steering Committee on Competitive Research Funding for
the Self-financing Degree Sector was established in October 2013
by the RGC to oversee the implementation details of the Faculty
Development Scheme, the Institutional Development Scheme, and
the Inter-Institutional Development Scheme, such as formation of
assessment panel, application process and procedures, eligibility
and assessment criteria, monitoring and assessment of approved
projects, and bring forward recommendations for funding for
consideration by the RGC.

Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme
Steering Committee

The Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme Steering Committee was
established to steer and oversee the implementation of the scheme.
The Committee comprises the RGC Chairman, one RGC Member, and
one member from each UGC-funded university. This is to ensure that
the scheme will run effectively and tie in with the recruitment exercises
of the universities.

Disciplinary Committees

The RGC attaches great importance to research integrity. Researchers
are expected to observe the highest standard of integrity in the conduct
of their researches funded under the funding schemes administered by
the RGC. Any research improprieties found will be dealt with fairly and
seriously. To this end, the RGC set up two Disciplinary Committees
(DCs), namely the DC (Investigation) and the DC (Penalty), to handle the
alleged research improprieties.

The DC (Investigation) gives advice to the RGC on the
investigation procedures in handling alleged improprieties and make
recommendations to the RGC on whether the alleged cases are
substantiated or not; the DC (Penalty) gives advice to the RGC on
principles and guidelines in determining the level of penalty and make
recommendations to the RGC on the level of penalty to be imposed
on substantiated cases

Membership details of various RGC committees/panels for 2015/16
are in Appendix C.
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Funding Sources
B & RIR

Research Endowment Fund

Background of the Research Endowment Fund

In February 2009, a HK$18 billion Research Endowment Fund was
established. The UGC is responsible for advising on the policies
governing the operation, development and investment of the fund.
From the 2010/11 academic year onwards, the investment income of at
least HK$14 billion out of the total of HK$18 billion is used to replace the
bulk of the recurrent subvention from the Government allocated to the
RGC, thus providing greater funding stability and certainty of funding
to support universities’ research projects. In 2011/12, the Government
secured the support of the Legislative Council to inject HK$5 billion
into the fund starting from 2012/13. Of that, the investment income of
HK$3 billion is for funding researches of local self-financing degree-
awarding institutions on a competitive basis to enhance academic and
research development. The investment income of the remaining HK$2
billion replaces the recurrent provision of HK$100 million to the RGC to
provide stable research funding for the UGC-funded universities.

Earmarked Research Grants

The investment income of HK$16 billion of the Research Endowment
Fund provides the source of funding to the Earmarked Research
Grants to support research projects and research activities. It is the
main form of funding for academic research in the eight UGC-funded
universities and is allocated on a competitive basis.

The Earmarked Research Grants complement the Block Grants from
the UGC, part of which provide universities with funds for research
infrastructure and outlays such as researchers’ salaries, laboratory
costs and other expenses (e.g. accommodation and equipment)
related to UGC or RGC-funded research.

In the 2015/16 academic year, the RGC allocated about HK$891 million
for the Earmarked Research Grants.

Theme-based Research Scheme

The investment income of HK$4 billion of the Research Endowment
Fund, is deployed to support the Theme-based Research Scheme
involving themes of a more long-term nature and strategically beneficial
to the development of Hong Kong. A Steering Committee for Research
Themes was set up by the Government to advise on the selection of
research themes.
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Competitive Research Funding Schemes for
Local Self-financing Degree Sector

The investment income of HK$3 billion of the Research Endowment
Fund is designated to support the academic and research development
of local self-financing degree sector on a competitive basis, through the
Faculty Development Scheme, the Institutional Development Scheme
and the Inter-Institutional Development Scheme.

UGC Funds

Areas of Excellence Scheme

The Areas of Excellence Scheme was launched by the UGC in 1998
to enable the UGC-funded universities to build upon their existing
strengths and develop them into areas of excellence. The scheme is
now administered by the RGC. The funding of around HK$80 million
per annum continued to come from the UGC.

Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme

Established in 2009 by the RGC, the Hong Kong PhD Fellowship
Scheme aims at attracting the best and brightest students in the
world to pursue their PhD programmes in Hong Kong’s UGC-funded
universities.

The Fellowship provides a monthly stipend of HK$20,000
(approximately US$2,600) and a conference and research related
travel allowance of HK$10,000 (approximately US$1,300) per year for
the awardees for a period of three years.
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Research Funding Schemes and RGC Activities
s & Bt El M E BeV Tk

RGC Activities funded by Research Endowment Fund
HEBHMAREL BN TIFHEE

In the 2015/16 academic year, the total funding available for the Earmarked Research

HIGHLIGHTS Grants was about HK$891 million.

RE 2015/16 B ERR AR RIS B4 58 91EB T o

Allocation of the Earmarked Research Grants: 2015/16 BEWERREBH SN D
2015/16 Academic Year
How the Earmarked Research Grants were Allocated Az mbe A oR

The bulk of Earmarked Research Grants funding was allocated by the & RWRERRFENEETEZBHFHEABETIARBK
RGC in response to competitive bids received from the universities. HEEE BT EIMAEER - XA RMEBESERIBEE
Funding was budgeted for six broad categories as follows: FEHRAKER

e HK$616 million in response to competitive bids received under o B.16EETTE FRINEBAEENERTITEHIB

the annual General Research Fund exercise. To cater for special B -BENELGBEEMRRXLNENTE  BR

research needs in specific areas, funding has been earmarked to MEEFERIIETEAEHFIE - LEDHEBENT

support special needs under the General Research Fund: C

» “Clinical Research Fellowship” to support the young medical > BYFHFRERRBEABETHRABEMEME
fellows conducting clinical research. B [ERREZMETEETE -

» “Employment of Relief Teacher under the Humanities and Social > [EBEBRBALH] ERANERMAERIEZN
Sciences Disciplines” to free up the Principal Investigator’s staff WREE MK - EENRRERRIEEEET
time for personal research and writing. REEFE BRI EERZEIE - UREHITE

RS IE R B AE -

» “Provision of Research Experience for Undergraduate Students” > [ARAERFTER | AARERMHM S REER
to provide undergraduate students with opportunities of working MESEMIBEERFEABEERITIE - MK
with researchers of the General Research Fund projects and TR AL 5 o

gaining research experience.
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Research Funding Schemes and RGC Activities FIZT & BT EI M E BRI T1E

HK$102 million reserved for the Early Career Scheme to support and
nurture junior new academics with a view to attracting the best junior
faculty academics to strengthening the teaching-research nexus.

HK$110 million reserved for the Collaborative Research Fund
to strengthen the research base, and support group research
proposals that promote academic collaboration among universities
and synergy between research teams.

HK$51 million reserved for the Joint Research Schemes established
with other regions.

HK$10 million reserved for the Humanities and Social Sciences
Prestigious Fellowship Scheme to enhance support to research in
disciplines under the Humanities and Social Sciences Panel.

HK$1.2 million for the Research Postgraduate Students Conference/
Seminar Grants to support inter-institutional and inter-disciplinary
exchanges among postgraduates and to provide opportunities for
them to meet and interact with overseas scholars.
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HIGHLIGHTS In the 2015/16 academic year, the total General Research Fund allocation was
HK$597 million, supporting 949 projects. As at 31 March 2016, the number of

RE on-going projects is 4 910.

1£2015/16 2 F » BEAESRRBERES O7EB T B EIEREIE - BZE
2016538318 » 4 9101E & BhHfFFe I8 B (1R EITH o

General Research Fund

Altogether, 2 710 proposals across a wide range of subject disciplines
were received under the General Research Fund exercise, seeking
grants totaling HK$2.82 billion. The bids were initially reviewed by
external reviewers, and then preliminarily assessed by the relevant
Subject Panels.

Following rigorous peer review via the RGC’s international network
of external reviewers, on advice from the Subject Panels, the RGC
approved allocating an amount of HK$597 million to support 949
projects with an average grant of about HK$0.63 million in the 2015/16
academic year. The overall success rate is 35%.

Allocation of the General Research Fund for the 2015/16 academic
year by broad subject category is summarised in Chart 3.1.
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Chart 3.1: Allocation of the General Research Fund by Broad Subject Category

in the 2015/16 Academic Year
#+®3.1: 2015/16EF X EN rEELA RSN D

. Biology and Medicine HK$160.9m* (27%)
EYMBEREE

B Business Studies HK$ 43.4m (7%)
EES

B Engineering HK$181.8m (30%)
Tigs

. Humanities and Social Sciences HK$105.0m (18%)
AXZRAEEZ
Physical Sciences HK$105.3m (18%)
BAEIE

HK$596.5m

‘m: million B &#&T
Note: Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.
it BIREIRE - BE 2 BARNERE Y FAIAET o
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Research Funding Schemes and RGC Activities i3 & Bhat &I M E BRI TIE

e Clinical Research Fellowship

The RGC awarded research fellowship to support young clinicians
in undertaking clinical research. The scheme has been implemented
in close partnership with the two local universities which offer
medical training (i.e. The Chinese University of Hong Kong and The
University of Hong Kong) and is part of the overall efforts to create
more opportunities for promising clinicians to be exposed to and to
engage in clinical research.

Under the scheme, a supported fellow would be awarded an annual
grant equally contributed by the RGC and the hosting university for up
to three years to undertake and complete a clinical research project.
The amount of fellowship award for each application is capped at
HK$1.2 million per year and the actual fellowship to be funded per
year is the sum of the annual salary and annual cash allowance of the
applicant or a maximum of HK$1.2 million, whichever is less.

e Employment of Relief Teacher under the Humanities
and Social Sciences Disciplines

The objective of this funding support is to address the special needs
of the Humanities and Social Sciences academics. The humanities
and social sciences projects normally require employment of relief
teachers to free up the Principal Investigators’ time for personal
research and writing, rather than funding for research assistants and
research infrastructure (e.g. equipment). The duration of employment
of relief teachers normally ranges from four to a maximum of 12
months for a typical 24 to 36-month project.

¢ Provision of Research Experience for Undergraduate
Students

This scheme is to provide undergraduate students with opportunities
of working with researchers of the General Research Fund projects
and gaining research experience. Principal Investigators can include
the provision of a monthly allowance of up to HK$2,500 to an
undergraduate student helper for a maximum period of ten months
for each General Research Fund application. The universities have
agreed to provide the same amount of allowance to the students as
the RGC on a matching basis so as to allow more students to benefit
from the scheme.
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HIGHLIGHTS
RE projects is 559.
1£2015/1628 6 » {4

In the 2015/16 academic year, the total Early Career Scheme allocation approved was
HK$92 million supporting 151 projects. As at 31 March 2016, the number of on-going

BFEETTEIBRAERLN,20088 T - BYHEKEEZE151E -

BZE20165F3H31H » 559 & BfFZRIE B HTEHEITH ©

Early Career Scheme

The Early Career Scheme aims at nurturing new junior faculty members.

A total of 378 proposals were received under the Early Career Scheme,
seeking grants totaling HK$312 million. Like the bids for the General
Research Fund, the bids were first reviewed by external reviewers, and
then preliminarily assessed by the relevant Subject Panels.

Following the rigorous peer review via the RGC’s international network
of external reviewers, on advice from the Subject Panels, the RGC
awarded an amount of HK$92 million to support 151 projects with an
average grant of about HK$0.61 million in the 2015/16 academic year.
The overall success rate is 40%.

Allocation of the Early Career Scheme for the 2015/16 academic year
by broad subject category is summarised in Chart 3.2.
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Chart 3.2: Allocation of the Early Career Scheme by Broad Subject Category

in the 2015/16 Academic Year

#®3.2: 2015162 F ZF 2N EA LT FEETTENIE

. Biology and Medicine HK$15.4m* (17%)
EMBERER

B Business Studies HK$ 9.0m (10%)
BES

B Engineering HK$20.6m (22%)
Tigg

. Humanities and Social Sciences  HK$30.6m (83%)
AX Bt g Rt
Physical Sciences HK$16.4m (18%)
BARIE

HK$91.8m

m: million B &8
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Research Funding Schemes and RGC Activities #1575 & Bhat 3l MATE BRI TIE

HIGHLIGHTS
RE

projects is 73.

In the 2015/16 academic year, the total Collaborative Research Fund allocation was
HK$110 million supporting 18 projects. As at 31 March 2016, the number of on-going

1£2015/162 F » HEM RSB RAER11EB T - EEIEERZ18(E - BE20165F3

B31H - 73{A&EBRE B HfEETH -

Collaborative Research Fund

The Collaborative Research Fund (CRF) is provided to the UGC-funded
universities for the procurement of major research facilities and/or
equipment or library collections to support collaborative research, or
group research activities that operate across disciplines and/or normal
institutional boundaries.

The CRF exercise adopts a two-stage application process consisting of
submission of preliminary and full proposals. In the 2015/16 academic
year, the RGC received a total of 153 preliminary proposals, consisting
of 16 equipment bids and 137 group research applications, seeking
grants totally HK$72 million and HK$993 million respectively.

After a peer review process and interviews of selected researchers by
the Collaborative Research Fund Committee (CRFC), 18 full proposals
were eventually funded at a total amount of HK$110 million.

From the 2008/09 academic year onwards, the RGC holds an annual
CRF Symposium for on-going funded projects to facilitate exchange
of views among the CRFC members, research teams and researchers
from various universities.

The 2015 Symposium was held in December 2015 at The Chinese
University of Hong Kong. Fourteen on-going projects funded in the
2013/14 academic year were presented in the Symposium.
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In the 2015/16 academic year, the total Joint Research Schemes allocation was

HIGHLIGHTS HK$42.35 million for the Joint Research Schemes with different regions supporting

RE 66 collaborative projects and exchange fellowships. As at 31 March 2016, the number

of on-going projects is 210.

7£2015/162F » FERETREIED B S M S EM Tt BN TREEER4,2358 8 T -
HEB66ERESHEERE RRXFRTE - BE20165F3A310 » 210AE MM RER NHTE
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Joint Research Schemes

Project Grants

¢ National Natural Science Foundation of China/Research

Grants Council Joint Research Scheme

The National Natural Science Foundation of China/RGC Joint
Research Scheme was launched in November 1998. The scheme
aims to promote collaboration in research between researchers/
research teams in Hong Kong and their counterparts in Mainland
China, in areas of common interest to complement each other’s
strengths. There are six focus areas:

Information Technology

Life Science

¢ Management Science

e Marine and Environmental Science
e Medicine

New Materials Science

The scheme provides funding to support actual expenses, inclusive
of passage and subsistence. In the 2015/16 academic year, a total of
148 eligible preliminary proposals were received, seeking a total of
HK$169 million of RGC grants. After shortlisting, and in consultation
with the National Natural Science Foundation of China, 46 proposals
were selected for submission of full proposals.

Following a peer review process and detailed discussions by the
Joint Selection Committee comprising experts from both the
National Natural Science Foundation of China and the RGC, 23
proposals were finally selected for funding support at a total amount
of HK$26.25 million.
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Research Funding Schemes and RGC Activities FIZE & B3I M4 BRI LIE

¢ The French National Research Agency/Research Grants
Council Joint Research Scheme

Launched in the 2012/13 academic year, this scheme aims to further
strengthen the collaboration between French and Hong Kong
research communities in areas of mutual interest.

In the 2015/16 academic year, a total of 23 eligible applications
were received in the 2015/16 exercise, seeking total RGC grants
of HK$58.77 million. Following a peer review process and rigorous
selection by the experts from the French National Research Agency
and the RGC, three proposals were selected for funding support
with total RGC grants of HK$7.1 million.

Scottish Funding Council/Research Grants Council Joint
Research Scheme

Launchedinthe 2014/15 academic year, this scheme aims to promote
and support collaboration between scientists in the Scotland and
Hong Kong. Proposals in the fields of Life Sciences and Energy will
be invited under the scheme.

The RGC allocated HK$1.57 million in the last round exercise to
support a total of 13 projects.

European Commission (EC)/RGC Collaboration Scheme

In November 2015, the EC and RGC launched a collaboration
scheme to foster European-Hong Kong collaboration in academic
research. The scheme supports the participation of researchers
in universities funded by the UGC in Hong Kong in joint research
projects conducted under the framework of Horizon 2020. Both
research project proposals in science disciplines (viz. biology
and medicine, engineering and physical sciences) and exchange
proposals in all disciplines will be accepted. The RGC intends to
issue the call for proposals twice per year. The first call for proposal
was issued in November 2015.
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Travel/Conference Grants

e Germany/Hong Kong Joint Research Scheme

In the 1996/97 academic year, in collaboration with the German
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), the RGC launched a joint
research scheme to encourage collaborative research between
scholars in Germany and Hong Kong.

The grants provide researchers with passage and a subsistence
allowance for a maximum period of two years enabling them to visit
their counterparts to discuss or conduct research. The scheme is
operated on an annual basis.

In the 2015/16 academic year, 36 applications covering a wide range
of subjects were received, seeking about HK$2.23 million of RGC
grants. Experts from both Hong Kong and Germany jointly selected
15 research proposals for about HK$1.01 million RGC grants.

e PROCORE - France/Hong Kong Joint Research Scheme

In 1998, the RGC and the French Consulate in Hong Kong agreed to
launch a joint research scheme to encourage and promote scientific
collaboration between France and Hong Kong by providing grants
for researchers to make exchange visits.

In the 2015/16 academic year, a total of 46 applications were
received. Among these applications, 44 were travel grant requests
and two were conference/ workshop grants applications. The total
amount of RGC grants sought was about HK$3.1 million.

Of these, 15 applications including 14 travel grants and one

conference/workshop grant were approved, with about HK$0.88
million RGC grants awarded.
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Fellowships IR &
* Fulbright - RGC Hong Kong Senior Research Scholar/ s EMHN — MERBBEAN/ FFEAGE

Research Scholar Award Programmes

Since 2002/03 academic year, the RGC has collaborated with the US
Consulate-General in Hong Kong in launching the Fulbright - RGC
Hong Kong Senior Research Scholar Award Programme (Senior
Programme) to support Hong Kong scholars to undertake research
work in the United States. The programme awards fellowships, each
at a maximum of HK$0.35 million for up to ten months in each year. A
supplementary grant of up to HK$0.15 million per application may be
provided to meet research expenses in justified cases. In the 2015/16
exercise, this Senior Programme attracted seven applications. Two
local scholars were finally supported with roughly HK$0.68 million.

In addition, the Fulbright - RGC Hong Kong Research Scholar
Award Programme (Junior Programme) was first launched in the
2006/07 academic year. The programme provides sponsorship of
up to HK$0.12 million for ten months to each local PhD student. In
the 2015/16 academic year, 53 applications were received. Three
local PhD students were supported with about HK$0.35 million RGC
grants.

Hong Kong - Scotland Partners in Post Doctoral Research

In collaboration with the Scottish Government, the RGC launched
this scheme in the 2012/13 academic year to support Hong Kong
post-doctoral fellows to spend six to 12 months in a Scottish
university or research institution for conducting research activities
in four specified areas. Similarly, the Scottish Government provides
support to Scottish post-doctoral fellows to conduct research
works in the UGC-funded universities. The aim of this scheme is to
foster academic links between Scotland and Hong Kong enabling
experienced researchers to conduct cutting edge research in each
other’s place.

In the 2015/16 academic year, four applications were received,
seeking about HK$0.26 million of RGC grants. All four applications
were supported.
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HIGHLIGHTS

In the 2015/16 academic year, an amount of HK$1.51 million was awarded to support
three prestigious investigators under the Humanities and Social Sciences Prestigious

RE Fellowship Scheme. As at 31 March 2016, the number of on-going projects is 20.
E2015/162F » ANBRUESNBHHNBEF IR IS1BBTE=FHHEE o
B =20165F3A31H » 20fA & BIFAFRIR B IFEETH o

Humanities and Social Sciences Prestigious
Fellowship Scheme

The Humanities and Social Sciences Prestigious Fellowship Scheme
was implemented to enhance support to research in disciplines under
the Humanities and Social Sciences Panel. The fellowship not only
provides resources for the employment of relief teachers, but also cost
of travel, subsistence and dissemination of outputs.

After rigorous peer review via the RGC’s international network of
external reviewers, on the advice of the Selection Committee, the RGC
awarded an amount of HK$1.51 million to support three prestigious
investigators with an average fellowship of about HK$0.5 million in the
2015/16 academic year. The overall success rate is 14%.
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HIGHLIGHTS

RE

16 conferences/seminars.
1E2015/162F » AREER
&/ aE -

Research Postgraduate Students Conference/
Seminar Grants

The grant is provided to support and promote inter-institutional and
inter-disciplinary exchanges among postgraduate students of the
UGC-funded universities, and to provide opportunities for postgraduate
students of these universities to meet and interact with eminent
scholars from outside Hong Kong.

Specifically, the scheme aims to facilitate the organisation of locally
held inter-institutional conferences/seminars targeted at postgraduate
students.

The grant is given in the form of travel grants to cover the travel and
associated costs of inviting visiting scholars to attend and speak at
conferences/seminars in Hong Kong.

Applications are received all year round. Grants are given subject to
the availability of funds set aside by the RGC.

In the 2015/16 academic year, the RGC approved 16 applications with
a total funding of HK$0.71 million.

In the 2015/16 academic year, the RGC provided HK$0.71 million for the
Research Postgraduate Students Conference/Seminar Grants supporting
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HIGHLIGHTS
RE

on-going projects is 23.

In the 2015/16 academic year, the Theme-based Research Scheme allocated
HK$203 million to support five projects. As at 31 March 2016, the number of

1£2015/162 F » EREMRTEIRARAEZEE2.03(B8 T - EBR-AEMEKIER o
BIZ2016F3H31H » 23{AE BhAff s IE B (IR EITH ©

Theme-based Research Scheme

The objective of the Theme-based Research Scheme is to focus
academic research efforts of the UGC-funded universities on themes
of strategic importance to the long-term development of Hong Kong.

The Steering Committee for Research Themes was set up by the
Government to advise on the selection of research themes. Following
a consultation exercise, the Government identified the following three
themes:

1. Promoting Good Health;

2. Developing a Sustainable Environment; and

3.Enhancing Hong Kong’s Strategic Position as a Regional and
International Business Centre.

Under these three themes, 11 grand challenge topics have been
identified by the RGC in consultation with the academic community
and endorsed by the Government.

In February 2015, the Government decided to introduce a new theme
“Advancing Emerging Research and Innovations Important to Hong
Kong” in addition to the three original themes. Subsequently, the RGC
reviewed the grand challenge topics of the new and original themes
in consultation with the academic community. The grand challenge
topics of the new theme include:

1. Big Datg;

2.Imaging, Robotics and Smart Manufacturing;
3.Urban Infrastructure; and

4. E-learning and Digital Citizenship.

The new theme and new/revised grand challenge topics were adopted
in the Sixth Round exercise which was rolled out in July 2015.

Annual review is conducted to broaden/clarify the existing topics after
consulting the universities and obtaining approval of the Education
Bureau.

The funding ceiling under this scheme is HK$75 million per project for
up to five years.

The Fifth Round exercise was held in the 2015/16 academic year. A
total of 28 preliminary proposals were received, seeking RGC grants of
HK$2.05 billion. After the preliminary selection and a vigorous process
of peer-review, the RGC allocated HK$203 million to support five
projects.
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HIGHLIGHTS
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In the 2015/16 academic year, the RGC provided about HK$86.3 million for the three
funding schemes for the local self-financing sector supporting 60 research projects.
As at 31 March 2016, the number of on-going projects is 115.

£2015/16 2% » IERM-ZEBEHAM B EE N AR BENAE S 2B RAEY
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Competitive Research Funding Schemes for the
Local Self-financing Degree Sector

The RGC launched three research funding schemes for the local self-
financing degree sector, namely the Faculty Development Scheme,
the Institutional Development Scheme and the Inter-Institutional
Development Scheme. The three funding schemes are funded by the
investment income of HK$3 billion in the Research Endowment Fund.

The results of the Second Round exercise were announced in August
2015. Following the completion of the Second Round exercise, the
third round of exercise started in November 2015. A total of thirteen
local self-financing degree-awarding institutions were eligible for the
three funding schemes in the Third Round exercise, including Caritas
Institute of Higher Education, Centennial College, Chu Hai College of
Higher Education, Gratia Christian College, Hang Seng Management
College, Hong Kong Shue Yan University, The Open University of
Hong Kong, Tung Wah College, Hong Kong CT Institute of Higher
Education, Hong Kong Nang Yan College of Higher Education, Hong
Kong Baptist University - School of Continuing Education, The Hong
Kong Polytechnic University - School of Professional Education and
Executive Development, and Technological and Higher Education
Institute of Hong Kong. The results of the Third Round exercise will be
issued in August 2016.

Faculty Development Scheme (FDS)

The Faculty Development Scheme aims at developing the research
capability of individual academics in the institutions so that they can
transfer their research experiences and new knowledge into teaching
and learning. In the 2015/16 exercise, HK$30.6 million was granted to
47 research projects out of 185 applications.

Institutional Development Scheme (IDS)

The Institutional Development Scheme aims at building up the research
capacity of the institutions in their strategic areas, involving physical
research facilities and infrastructure supports. Of the ten proposals
received in the 2015/16 exercise, seven projects were supported with
a total grant of HK$ 52.8 million.

Inter-Institutional Development Scheme (IIDS)

The Inter-Institutional Development Scheme aims at enhancing
academics’ research capability in the institutions and keeping them
abreast of new developments, and challenging research topics in
relevant fields through organising workshops, seminars or short
courses by an institution or jointly between institutions. In the 2015/16
exercise, 17 applications were received and six of them were awarded
HKS$ 2.9 million.
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RGC Activities funded by UGC Funds
NERHHBEERAN LIFRE

HIGHLIGHTS

RE

projects is 9.

In the 2015/16 academic year, the Areas of Excellence Scheme allocated HK$144
million to support three projects. As at 31 March 2016, the number of on-going
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Areas of Excellence Scheme

The Areas of Excellence Scheme was launched by the UGC. The
Scheme is now administered by the RGC.

Following a comprehensive review of higher education of Hong Kong,
the UGC advised the Government in a report published in October
1996 that Hong Kong would need world-class institutions with distinct
areas of excellence in order to retain its leading economic position in the
development of China and the Pacific Rim. The UGC recommended,
and the Government agreed, that the UGC-funded universities should
build upon their existing strengths and develop them into areas of
excellence.

With an annual budget of about HK$80 million, the scheme supports
research projects of similar scale as the TRS. Proposals from all
disciplines including those falling outside the scope of the topics of
the TRS may be submitted under this scheme. The prevailing funding
ceiling is HK$60 million per project for up to eight years.

The Seventh Round exercise was launched in October 2015. A total of
23 eligible prelimina