
i 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Table of Contents i

Abbreviations and Glossary of Terms v 

Part One  Executive Summary 1 

Part Two Putting the Review in Context 9 

2.1 Preamble and Background 9

2.2 Teacher Education Landscape in Hong Kong and 

Beyond            

13 

2.3 Characteristics of a University 17 

Part Three The Review Process 19 

3.1 Terms of Reference    19 

3.2 Fact-finding 20

3.3 Structure of the Review 21 

3.4 Area One: Vision, Mission and Strategic Direction 22 

3.5 Area Two: Academic Breadth and Subject 

 Complementarity 

26 

3.6 Area Three: Governance 29 

3.7 Area Four: Academic Standards and Quality 

 Assurance 

31 

3.8 Area Five: Research Accomplishments and 

 Capacity 

34 

3.9 Area Six: Academic and Academic Supporting 

 (Teaching) Staff 

37 

3.10 Area Seven: Resources and Support Structures 42 



ii 

Part Four Recommendations 45 

4.1 Tasks 45

4.2 Review Criteria and Review Group Findings 46 

4.3 Discharging the Terms of Reference 
 RECOMMENDATIONS - 

49 

a) HKIEd’s Progress since 2009 49 
b) Self-accreditation in the 2014 PAA Subject Areas 51 
c) Grant of University Title

d) Other actions to be recommended to HKIEd

51 

53 

Part Five Conclusions and Suggested Actions for HKIEd 54 

5.1 Introduction 54

5.2  Self-accreditation 54

5.3 Mission Drift 55

5.4 Institutional Title 55

5.5 Areas for Further Improvements 56 

5.6 Conclusion 58

Part Six Annexes 

Annex A Letter from Secretary for Education dated 27 August 2014 

requesting the UGC for expert advice on HKIEd’s 

application for university title 

Annex A(1) Letter from HKIEd to Secretary for 

Education dated 7 July 2014 applying for 

university title [#] 

Annex A(2) Terms of Reference to the UGC for the 

review 

Annex B Legislative Council Brief dated 24 June 2009 – 



iii 

Institutional Development of the Hong Kong Institute of 

Education 

Annex C(1) Terms of Reference of the Review Group 

Annex C(2) Membership of the Review Group 

Annex D(1) 

Annex D(2) 

Annex D(3) 

Annex D(4) 

Annex D(5) 

Annex D(6) 

Annex D(7) 

Annex D(8) 

Annex D(9) 

Annex D(10) 

Annex D(11) 

Annex D(12) 

Annex D(13) 

List of stakeholders consulted by the Review Group on 

HKIEd’s application for university title 

Letter dated 18 December 2014 from The Chinese 

University of Hong Kong 

Letter dated 30 December 2014 from The University of 

Hong Kong 

Letter dated 30 December 2014 from Hong Kong Primary 

Education Research Association 

Letter dated 30 December 2014 from Hong Kong Aided 

Primary School Heads Association  

Letter dated 14 January 2015 from Hong Kong Subsidized 

Secondary Schools Council  

Letter dated 24 December 2014 from The Association of 

Hong Kong Chinese Middle Schools 

Letter dated 31 December 2014 from Subsidized Primary 

Schools Council 

Letter dated 20 December 2014 from Grant Schools 

Council 

Letter dated 31 December 2014 from Hong Kong 

Professional Teachers’ Union 

Letter dated 6 January 2015 from Employers’ Federation 

of Hong Kong 

Letter dated 2 January 2015 from The Academic Staff 

Association of the HKIEd 

Letter dated 24 December 2014 from The Hong Kong 



iv 

Council for Educational Administration Limited 

Annex E Detailed programme of the visit made by the Review 

Group to HKIEd’s Tai Po Campus on 9 and 10 February 

2015 

Annex F Background information on the education landscape in 

Hong Kong 

Annex G Responses from HKIEd to the questions from the Review 

Group in December 2014 [#] 

Annex H Supplementary information submitted by HKIEd in March 

2015 [#] 

# For the documents marked with “#”, due to the sensitive nature of these 

documents, they are not for public consumption.  Readers may enquire with the 

Hong Kong Institute of Education for access to such information.  




