INTERNATIONALISATION
AND ENGAGEMENT
WITH MAINLAND CHINA
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The Higher Education Review (HER) Report issued in
December 2010 stated that internationalisation should
become one of the central themes of all UGC-funded
institutions and should permeate the whole gamut of
institutional activities. In an age of rapid globalisation and
intense regional and international competition, the UGC
believes there is an urgent need to take forward the two
initiatives. The UGC sees internationalisation and engagement
with Mainland China as the key to Hong Kong’s future, and
believes that it should be actively pursued by the UGC-funded
institutions.

To map the way forward and set priorities for
internationalisation and engagement with Mainland China,
the UGC convened a series of strategic dialogues in 2012
with the Heads of Universities Committee (HUCOM) and
the institutions. Through the dialogue, the UGC and the
institutions have achieved better understanding on the
importance and best practices to pursue the two initiatives,
having regard to institutional autonomy and the institutions’
plans and policies that are already in place.

After completion of the strategic dialogue in September 2012,
the UGC was encouraged to have identified a number of
strengths institutions have in developing the two initiatives,
including, among others, strong leadership, international
faculty, substantial percentage of non-local students and
relative open-mindedness of local students to non-local
students. At the same time, it also came to our realization that
there are tremendous opportunities for institutions to further
develop the two initiatives.

With the availability of additional funding, the UGC proposed
in 2013 four new initiatives on internatinalisation and
engagement with the Mainland that echo recommendations
arising from the strategic dialogue. The goal is to motivate
institutions to strengthen their pursuit of internationalisation,
particularly by addressing the challenges as identified, with a
view to embedding internationalisation as part and parcel of
the culture, mindset and DNA of the entire UGC sector. First
of all, the UGC proposed, in the 2013/14 academic year, to
fund student-initiated projects or initiatives that encourage
multi-cultural integration. Secondly, to help promote Hong
Kong’s higher education sector as a united entity, the
UGC proposed to devote part of the new funding to take
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the lead in setting up a Hong Kong Pavilion in international
education conferences. Thirdly, to establish a sector-wide
search engine to provide easier access to information for
prospective students. Fourthly, to bring about more exchange
opportunities for more students, in particular those who lack
the means to travel abroad, the UGC proposed to use part of
the new funding to finance student exchanges. The UGC is
hopeful that these initiatives could help bring long-term policy
changes to strengthen the development on this front.

BARVBERERONESS  SMES
EMAEREM - £ HESZENA
Mo F IR BEREDBERAS - Mt
RELEHE (FHIREEENIMNER
BEBL)RHXAKE - HESHE L
AFFEEE R AEERERR - &
I ERSEEE o

Chart 1: Non-local Students from Places Other Than the Mainland of China, 2011/12 and 2012/13
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Chart 2: Distribution of Incoming Exchange Students by Place of Origin, 2011/12
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Other than student exchange activities, it is also believed that
students could grow and learn from international experiences
in other ways too, such as service abroad, extended
internships abroad and study trips etc.

In terms of non-local student recruitment, the non-local
student quota for publicly-funded programmes at the sub-
degree, degree and taught postgraduate levels of UGC-
funded institutions is at 20% of the approved student number
targets. The percentage of non-local students in institutions
has been constantly on the rise:
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Chart 3: Non-local Student Enrolment (Headcount) of UGC-funded Programmes, 2006/07 to
2012/13
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Notes: 1. Figures in brackets denote percentages of non-local students to total student enrolment.
2. To tie in with the implementation of the new academic structure, UGC-funded institutions have admitted
two cohorts of students under the old and new academic structures in the 2012/13 academic year.
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Chart 4: Non-local Student Enrolment (Headcount) of UGC-funded Programmes by Institution

and Place of Origin, 2012/13
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Chart 5: Distribution of Outgoing Exchange Students by Destination, 2011/12
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