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Chairman’s Foreword
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| am delighted to present the latest edition of our newsletter. | am
most pleased that our local members and those from other places
around the world were able to join us physically for our meeting in
May. This marked a significant milestone post-Covid, as it speaks
for the restoration of normalcy and the resumption of in-person
interactions and activities in our higher education sector.

For the UGC Week in May 2023, we had the privilege of resuming
our practice of university visits to gain valuable insights and firsthand
experiences of the remarkable progress of our universities. During
our visit to the Hong Kong Baptist University, our members were
particularly impressed by the university’s unfailing commitment to
transdisciplinary research and quality teaching. Equally important,
we cherished the opportunity to interact with students and witness
their return to campus. It was heartening to see the vibrant campus
life and the enthusiasm radiating from the student community.

| believe everyone is well aware of the fact that generative artificial
intelligence (Al) has emerged as a hot topic in recent months,
presenting both novel challenges and enormous opportunities for the
higher education sector. The rapid advancement of innovative and
breakthrough technologies, including generative Al, has prompted
us to reflect on the transformative potential of these technologies in
shaping pedagogies and enhancing student learning experiences.
It is against this backdrop that the UGC, with the support from the
Quality Assurance Council (QAC), allocated $100 million to launch
the Fund for Innovative Technology-in-Education (FITE) in June
2023. Indeed, integrating technology and its associated social issues
in every aspect of teaching and learning is strategically significant
for students, universities, various industries and our economy as a
whole. | encourage all universities to seize the opportunity and move
ahead to ensure that the quality of educational experience offered by
the UGC-funded universities stays at the forefront both locally and
internationally.

Tim LUI, GBS, JP
Chairman, University Grants Committee
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As we actively renew our global connections and sharpen Hong
Kong’s competitive edges as a regional education hub, | am
confident that our efforts will bear fruit. Over the past few months,
the UGC has joined hands with the Heads of Universities Committee
(HUCOM) to participate in major international education conferences
and exhibitions in promoting the "Study in Hong Kong" brand and
attracting students from around the world. Through these platforms,
we also strive to foster collaborations with our strategic international
partners to explore more exchange opportunities for local students.
Together with HUCOM, we are building a vibrant and globally
connected higher education community.

Apart from the work of the UGC, | am also pleased to share the
good news in the HKSAR Government’s 2023 Honours List. First of
all, I would like to extend my warmest congratulations to Professor
Wong Yuk Shan, the Chairman of the Research Grants Council
(RGC), for receiving the prestigious Gold Bauhinia Star (GBS)
award. We are also delighted that Professor Chris Brink, who has
recently retired from the UGC in March 2023 but continued to serve
as the Convenor of our Research Assessment Exercise Group, was
awarded the Bronze Bauhinia Star (BBS). We are deeply grateful
for the Government's recognition of the contributions of Professor
Wong and Professor Brink to Hong Kong’s higher education. | am
sure all UGC Members will continue serving the sector and the wider
community with dedication.

Last but not least, | would like to welcome our new member,
Professor Lino Guzzella, former President and Emeritus Professor
of Thermotronics, ETH Zurich, who joined our UGC family recently
in July 2023.

| hope you will enjoy reading this issue of the UGC Newswire, and
have an enjoyable summer break!

Tim LUI
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Awards by the Government for UGC Chairman and Members
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The HKSAR Government’s 2023 Honours List was announced
on 1 July 2023. The UGC Chairman and two of our incumbent/
former UGC Members were honoured by the Government for their
tremendous contributions. The citations from the Government are
extracted below. The UGC would also like to take this opportunity
to congratulate all other awardees who have made significant
contributions to the development of higher education.

Mr LUI Tim-leung, Tim
UGC Chairman since January 2023
UGC Member from 2008 to 2019
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Citation from the Government:

Mr Lui is awarded GBS in recognition of his exemplary public
and community services over the years, in particular his profound
contributions to the education sector. During his tenure as the
Chairman of the Education Commission, Mr Lui spared no efforts in
uniting the education sector and the community at large. In facilitating
the Government to map out a wide range of policy directions from
basic education to higher education, he put forward balanced and
constructive views as well as practicable recommendations which
contributed to enhancing Hong Kong’s position as an education hub
in the region and addressing the needs of our society and nation. Mr
Lui has demonstrated visionary leadership and is well-respected by
the community.
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Professor WONG Yuk-shan
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RGC Chairman and ex-officio member of UGC since March 2021
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Citation from the Government:

Professor WONG is awarded GBS in recognition of his distinguished
contributions to the development of education in Hong Kong over the
years. During his tenure as the President of The Open University
of Hong Kong, Professor WONG led the University to make great
strides in developing into a full-fledged comprehensive university.
All along, he has been a staunch supporter of the Government in
promoting vocational and professional education. In his capacity as
the Chairman of the RGC, Professor WONG has made tremendous
efforts in driving the Council to strengthen Hong Kong’s research
talent pool and launch new funding schemes to support collaborative
and inter-disciplinary research at universities and to enhance
research collaborations with the Mainland.

Professor Chris BRINK
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Convenor of Research Assessment Exercise Group since April 2017
UGC Member from April 2017 to March 2023
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Citation from the Government:

Professor Brink is awarded BBS in recognition of his dedicated
service to Hong Kong’s higher education sector. As a member of
the UGC from 2017 to 2023 and with his profound knowledge and
experience, Professor Brink has time and again assessed research
submissions, steered numerous reviews and provided insightful
advice to the UGC.
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(Whole-person Development Fund 3 }\%%EEEE)

Inresponse to the strategic direction for “Whole-person Development”
as set out by the Government, the UGC has established the Whole-
person Development Fund (WPDF) with an allocation of $30 million
in January 2023 to support the eight UGC-funded universities in
pursuing initiatives that will enrich the learning experience of students
outside classroom and promote their whole-person development.

The WPDF aims at supporting the universities” efforts in nurturing
students to be future leaders with a passion for social responsibility
and personal aspiration, as well as a sense of national identity,
affection for Hong Kong and an international outlook through various
initiatives under the following four key areas, namely:

(i) Cultivating leadership with compassion and empathy through
service learning;

(i) Fostering a stronger sense of social responsibility and good
citizenship;

(iii) Promoting positive education and psychological wellbeing; and
(iv) Stimulating curiosity, creativity and lifelong self-improvement.

Apart from enhancing the holistic development of students, the
universities also make use of the WPDF to implement innovative
projects that benefit those in need on campus as well as from the
community, such as under-privileged families, ethnic minorities and
other disadvantaged students, thereby promoting upward social
mobility and addressing inter-generational poverty.

The eight universities have responded positively to the launch of the
WPDF with a total of 67 initiatives for implementation over the next
two years. Here are some examples —

The Hong Kong University
of Science and Technology
organises “HKUST Sail and Shine
Program” to encourage students
to step out of their comfort zone
for self-improvement.
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City University of Hong Kong
organises “Performing Arts [
Exchange Tour in China” to
enable students understand
the Mainland’s development.
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The Hong Kong Polytechnic
University organises “Keys to
Psychological Wellbeing Series”
and “Positive Life Project” to
promote positive education and
psychological wellbeing.

| EBEIASEN ErERE
mHRs R TEmEmstél -
Wt RERB B ROERE

Hong Kong Baptist University makes use of the WPDF to organise "An Inclusive
World of Emotions: Fostering Empathetic Leadership through 3D Facial
Animation Production" and "Co-creating a Virtual World of Humanity and Service
for a Better Future", allowing students to use interdisciplinaryknowledge and
innovative approaches to recognise and understand different groupsin/society.
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Fund for Innovative Technology-in-Education
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The UGC, with support from QAC, launched the Fund for Innovative
Technology-in-Education (FITE) with a funding allocation of $100
million in June 2023. The FITE aims to provide an impetus for
universities to harness innovative and breakthrough technologies in
transforming pedagogies and enriching student learning experiences,
and to nurture a digitally competent and technologically responsible
generation, for the future success of their students in the digital
economy.

With the advent of generative Al, innovative and breakthrough
technologies have presented new challenges and enormous
opportunities for transforming pedagogies and student learning
experiences. At the same time, the widespread adoption of
technologies, such as Web3, may pave way for closer academia-
industry collaboration in offering more authentic learning experiences
for students. While it is widely acknowledged that digital competency
plays a significant role in economic restructuring, there is also
growing awareness of the ethical issues and social implications
arising from the use of innovative technologies. In response to these
changes, the UGC, with support from the QAC, launched the FITE to
support experimental and exploratory endeavours of universities in
enhancing their teaching and learning.

The UGC-funded universities are welcome to utilise the FITE for
different initiatives under the following four key themes:

(i) Driving transformation in pedagogies, curriculum, assessment
and student development;

(il) Advancing digital competency for all;

(iii) Promoting technological social responsibilities and academic
integrity; and

(iv) Fostering academia-industry collaboration for authentic learning

experience.

In addition, universities may make use of the funding for other
initiatives aiming at advancing the use of technology in teaching and
learning. The FITE allocation includes $20 million specifically for
inter-institutional collaborative activities.

The universities may utilise the funding to take forward various
initiatives over the next three years. In this regard, the UGC
Secretariat has invited all universities to submit their work plans and
detailed proposals.
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Planning Exercise for the 2025/26 to 2027/28 Triennium

2025/26-2027/28
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The Government adopts a triennial cycle in determining the recurrent
funding for the UGC-funded universities. The UGC’s recommendation
for the funding allocation is underpinned by the Planning Exercise,
in which the UGC works with all the UGC-funded universities to
review their academic planning, including the introduction of new
programmes and phasing out of those no longer aligned with the
strategic development of the universities. This ensures that all UGC-
funded universities will continue to offer academic programmes that
dovetail with the policy direction of the Government and the evolving
needs of the community.

To prepare for the formal commencement of the upcoming Planning
Exercise for the 2025/26 to 2027/28 triennium (2025-28 triennium)
later this year or early next year, the UGC has canvassed the views
from all universities on the manpower development of strategically
important professions and industries (P&ls) for reference by the
Government in devising the board planning parameters. The
UGC will also set up two sub-groups, namely the (i) Sub-Group on
Institutional Development and Taught Programmes and the (ii) Sub-
group on Research Postgraduate Programmes, under the aegis of
the Strategy Sub-committee to take forward the Planning Exercise
for the 2025-28 triennium. The UGC will proceed with subsequent
stages of the upcoming Planning Exercise in accordance to the
Government’s steer on Strategic Directions and the broad planning
parameters as well as any other specific instructions in due course.
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Third Audit Cycle of the Quality Assurance Council
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Established under the aegis of the UGC as a semiautonomous body,
the QAC conducts quality audits to bring in international and local
peer perspectives on the quality of educational experience offered
by the eight UGC-funded universities. The current round of quality
audits, i.e. the third audit cycle, covers all programmes at the levels
of sub-degree, first degree and above, however funded, leading to a
qualification wholly or partly awarded by the UGC-funded universities.
Audit visits have commenced in early 2023 and the audit are to be
completed by end 2024.

The two Audit Visits to Hong Kong Baptist University and The Hong
Kong University of Science and Technology were successfully
conducted virtually in March and May 2023. In particular, the QAC is
pleased to note that the adoption of Virtual Quality Audits (VQAs) has
met the expectations for the requirement of the audit and achieved
the intended outcomes. The QAC will publish the Audit Reports on
individual universities in due course.

QA HEE i8S

EABEGETHNEBEIEE  BRABTERZEIE AN
FrAEEEMARNBEREEE RS ABRRREMEENERL -
FBMWERZETIF  IE-HREEZEEY > REHBETE
WABREEBERIRAS—RREFBREENFREEI20 - 21
BARFERMURE (THESTHETEY) - ZEHHER
2023 FFEHFRE > B IIER N 2024 FEF R ©

BRREABNMERNKRABRNERZESHE DR K2023F
SAKRSRBIEFET - ERAMBZRBEREZIRENTEREE
KROHE > ERSEMORR HRESERLAGESMAEN
HEZE®RS -




The 340 impact case studies submitted by UGC-funded universities
in the Research Assessment Exercise 2020 have provided strong
evidences on how our academic research have benefited the wider
society and brought tangible changes to people's lives. The UGC
has commissioned an independent consultancy Clarivate Analytics
(UK) Ltd to further analyse these impact case studies, and released
the consultancy report and online searchable database on UGC’s
website in May 2023. Clarivate has made four key observations:

1. Universities in Hong Kong make a significant contribution to
society, with a great diversity of impact across the research
spectrum;

2. The social impact of research benefits communities in Hong Kong
and globally, with around two-thirds of the impact realized in Asia,
predominantly in China and the Asia-Pacific region;

3. The research (including basic and applied research) underpinning
social impact is globally outstanding, with high Category
Normalised Citation Impact; and

4. The societal impact of research of Hong Kong universities
provides the foundations to support the Government’s strategic
priorities.

The Impact Reports
s ERERRE AL EERESENE

The Impact Database

—~{ REFHFEWEEY
UEe

University Grants Committee

2020 FMRFELER > ERBRERRXHAI0ZERRTEE
£ AEBRMMANTERL L ARNERRNEE » 2t
TEENEPBNES HETEZABUBBNERLDNELH
REEBEE > TER2023F5REHEGWMELRAMBERRS
MESERE - BRSHEHNEERDAER

1. EENASZEHEALSFHBENTENEM > MELER
BEZAMEFARNARERKREEER ;

2. FRAMRARENEMEREENEZKUE  ERRL =92
HERERIMNE > HHEPEREAHE ;

3. AR EEESRNBMMAR (BEERAENBAME) JF
BEE, &

b

=

4. REMRABGE TERTOARRE) THERRBRE TR

Bl BB B o

3 Clarivate”

The impact of research
undertaken by universities
in Hong Kong

A synthesis of the RAE 2020~ ~ -
impact case studies 5

@eREPATs | | firent Angles



UGC @Wswnr@ UGC gramns 08

)\ﬁ August plipie

.

RAE 2026 - continuing our effort in achieving research excellence
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With the support of our universities, UGC has started the preparation
of RAE 2026 and commenced the consultation with the universities
on the proposed Framework of the exercise in May 2023. Universities
are also invited for nominations of RAE panel members, including
Panel Convenors and Deputy Convenors. UGC will also consult
universities at different stages on other canonical documents, namely
the Guidance Notes, General Panel Guidelines and Panel-specific
Guidelines on Assessment Criteria and Working Methods. Relevant
documents of RAE 2026 will be uploaded to the UGC website when
available.
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Research Grants Council Publication Gateway
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RGC Publication Gateway (the Gateway) has been launched on
10 May 2023. The Gateway, as one of RGC’s Open Access Plan
initiatives, is an online database providing information of peer-
reviewed journal articles arising from research projects funded
by RGC which includes the project title, principal investigator, the
corresponding author(s), as well as hyperlink(s) of the refereed
journal articles provided by the universities and other means of
getting access to the articles.

Members of the public and researchers are welcome to visit the
Gateway at www.rgcgateway.hk to explore the research outputs of
RGC-funded projects.
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With the end of the pandemic, the UGC and our universities have
devoted substantial efforts in renewing their global connectivity and
recruiting more students from different places around the world
through the “Study in Hong Kong” brand.

With UGC’s funding support, the HUCOM Standing Committee on
Internationalisation (HUCOMSCI) participated in two major international
education conferences and exhibitions, namely the Asia-Pacific
Association for International Education Conference and Exhibition
(APAIE) in Bangkok, Thailand in March, and the National Association
of Foreign Student Advisers Annual Conference & Expo (NAFSA) in
Washington D.C. in the United States in late May - early June.

Professor James Tang, the Secretary-General of the UGC, also joined
HUCOMSCI in promoting Hong Kong’s higher education at these
two events. In particular, during his visit to Bangkok for attending
the APAIE events, Professor Tang led the Hong Kong delegation to
call on Khunying Kalaya Sophonpanich, the Thai Deputy Minister
of Education, to strengthen our network with the higher education
sector of Thailand. Professor Tang also conducted a presentation in
the global partner session of NAFSA on “Hong Kong As a Gateway
for Education and Research Opportunities in China” to highlight
Hong Kong’s distinctive advantages as a regional education hub. He
also shared good stories on Hong Kong's academic and research
excellence when visiting strategic partners and research funding
bodies in both the United States and the United Kingdom.

Professor Tang delivered a speech titled "Hong Kong As a Gateway for
Education and Research Opportunities in China® at the global partner session
of the NAFSA 2023.

BHIRE2023ENH B EFEEHBBINRREIEBHF S ZE LU 8 #ER
MABREIEE) BEERRES

(852)12524'3

ugc@ugc'eduthk

~(C xeunanzan
UC

University Grants Committee

MEREER  REBNSENABHAMEHRD RS M
B LBBEE (GREE QRAKESRAE RS
ByELE o

AERREERCNVESRBEGHNED » 2MMEAEBERA
BREE > AHRAEREEARTNEAERABHEFEM
BE  UKRSAEZE6RMNAXEERBSTHNEINBSEFEE
HER -

HEEHERDBENBBETEIEMRIITEARBRREERSL
NEBMFHESESSHE - THERE/RTHNTEXBEIREE
BEEENRE TR BAREXESERREFTTREHE
ZEIZ K Khunying Kalaya Sophonpanich » L& & #ERE
BEHERNHE - BEBTEENLEEEGEHRFTENIRIK
EEBAEDZT LY TEHE ZEAMBBERRMKE BB
BRES  BATBEAERHIBRANBIFED - thXEHT
ZEMEENRESERHMMATEEE » REEBEZMM
MG S AR o

- =g

The Study in Hong Kong pavilion at APAIE 2023 (top) in Bangkok and NAFSA
2023 in Washington D.C. (bottom).
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tomorrow
together

Professor Tang visited the UK Research & Innovation and the British Council UK to
exchange views on research development and collaboration.
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Professor Tang visited the National Science Foundation of the USA in
Washington D.C. to give an overview on Hong Kong’s higher education and to
explore collaboration opportunities.

The Secretary-General of the UGC, Professor James Tang, led the Hong Kong delegation’s
courtesy call on Khunying Kalaya Sophonpanich, the Thai Deputy Minister of Education, to
strengthen Hong Kong’s network with the Thai education sector.
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In support of the initiative to develop Hong Kong into an International
Innovation and Technology Hub under the National 14th Five-year
Plan, the UGC supported a campus development project of the Hong
Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST) in making
available additional space and state-of-the-art facilities for cutting-
edge research in strategic interdisciplinary areas. In July 2023, the
Legislative Council approved the funding for HKUST’s New Research
Building 2 with an approved project estimate of $835.1 million. The
building will provide laboratories and research facilities, offices
and support space to facilitate the development of technologies
in synthetic biology. In particular, the building will feature a DNA
foundry that specialises in using automated and robotic systems to
enable researchers to rapidly develop prototypes and test emerging
applications. The project is funded under the $16 billion dedicated
provision for enhancing and refurbishing campus facilities announced
by the Government in 2019. The UGC Secretariat will continue to
work with the university to ensure smooth implementation of the
project.
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UGC Members visited the Hong Kong Baptist University (HKBU) on
18 May 2023, and met Dr Clement Chen (HKBU Council Chairman),
Professor Alexander Wai (President & Vice-Chancellor of HKBU),
the university’s senior management team, faculty members and
students to learn about the development of HKBU, and to exchange
views on nurturing talents and the potentials of transdisciplinary
collaborations. UGC Members also visited various facilities including
the Visualisation Research Centre, Motion Capture and Visualisation
Lab, Life Science Imaging Centre, Dr & Mrs Hung Hin Shiu Museum
of Chinese Medicine, Mr & Mrs Chan Hon Yin Chinese Medicine
Specialty Clinic & Good Clinical Practice Centre.
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UGC Members visit the Visualisation Research Centre (left) and Dr. & Mrs. Hung Hin Shiu Museum of Chinese Medicine (right).
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UGC Members meet students.
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UGC Members take a group photo with key members of the HKBU Council and senior management.
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