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UGC/IIDS14/B02/14 

RESEARCH GRANTS COUNCIL 

COMPETITIVE RESEARCH FUNDING SCHEMES FOR 

THE LOCAL SELF-FINANCING DEGREE SECTOR 

INTER-INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME (IIDS) 

Completion Report 
(for completed projects only) 

Submission Deadlines: 1. The unspent balance, if applicable, and auditor’s report: within 

six months of  the approved project completion date. 

2. Completion report: within twelve months of the approved project

completion date.

Part A:  The Project and Investigator(s) 

1. Project Title

Entrepreneurship and Innovation: Gateway and Barriers 

2. Investigator(s) and Academic Department/Units Involved

Research Team Name / Post Unit / Department / Institution 

Principal Investigator Irene H S Chow/Professor Management/HSMC 

Co-investigator(s) 
WONG Chung Yee Amy 

/Lecturer I 
Management/HSMC 

Co-investigator(s) CHAN, Sunny/Lecturer II Marketing/HSMC 

Others 

3. Project Duration

Original Revised 
Date of RGC 

Approval 
( must be quoted) 

Project Start Date 1
st
Oct., 2014 1

st
 Dec., 2014 3

rd
 Nov. 2014 



IIDS8 (Jan 2015) 

IIDS8 (Jan 2015) 2 

Project Completion Date 31
st
 May, 2015 31

st
May, 2015 3

rd
 Nov. 2014 

Duration  (in month) 8 6 3
rd

 Nov. 2014 

Deadline for Submission 

of Completion Report 
- 31

st
 May , 2016 - 

Part B:  The Final Report 

5. Collaboration with other Self-financing Degree-awarding Institutions /

Schools
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Collaborating self-financing 

institution / school 
% of participation 

Distinctive element(s) that 

the institution / school is 

responsible for the project 

Open University 5% 
Promotion: Website link to 

promote the conference 

6. Project Objectives

6.1 Project delivery 

Timing Original Milestones Revised Milestones 
Date of RGC Approval 
( must be quoted) 

3 days conference 

within 6 months 

after approval 

End of Feb., 2015 15-17 March, 2015 3
rd

 Nov. 2014 

6.2 Speaker(s) 

Title / 

Name 

(Surname 

in capital 

letters) 

Post / Institution 

/ School 

Title / Topic of 

presentation / course 

Previous research 

links with Hong Kong 

institutions / schools 

(Nature and Date 

(month/year)) 

Professor 

Garry D. 

Bruton 

Professor/Neeley 

School of 

Business at 

Texas Christian 

University, USA 

Entrepreneurship & 

China 

The keynote speakers 

are familiar with HK 

and mainland China. 

He was a visiting 

scholar at the Chinese 

University of Hong 

Kong, 2005-2006   

David 

Ahlstrom 

Professor/The 

Chinese 

University of 

Hong Kong 

Innovation, new 

ventures and Growth 

From local university 

with 20 years of 

experience in Hong 

Kong 

Kevin Y. 

Au 

Associate 

Professor/ The 

Chinese 

University of 

Hong Kong 

Crouching Tigers, 

Hidden Dragons 

Director 

Center for 

Entrepreneurship 

The Chinese University 

of Hong Kong 

Robert Lee Executive 

Director, 
Mini-startups & 

Mega-Ideas: New 

Adjunct Professor & 

Associate Director of 
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Center for 

Business 

Innovation & 

Globalization 

(Shenzhen and 

Hong Kong) 

opportunities for H. K. 

Entrepreneurs 

the MBA Program, 

The Chinese University 

of Hong Kong; 

Associate Director, 

CUHK Center for 

Entrepreneurship  

Mr Eric 

S.S. Wong 

Chairman, 

Ericorps Group 

(Multinational) 

Business experience 

sharing 

From local industry 

Mr Mickey 

Yan Wai 

Kiu 

Chairman and 

Managing 

Director/ Li 

Hing Holdings 

Ltd 

Business experience 

sharing 

From local industry 

Mr Sam C. 

M. Leung 

Managing 

Director / Lung 

Cheong Digitech 

(HK) Limited 

Business experience 

sharing 

From local industry 

Mr. Steven 

Lam 

Co-Founder & 

CEO/ GoGo Van 

Business experience 

sharing 

From local industry 

Dr. Warren 

Chiu 

Associate 

Professor/ 

Polytechnic 

University of 

Hong Kong 

Factors affecting 

network building 

among entrepreneurs 

From local university 

Dr. Echo 

Ding 

Assistant 

Professor/ 

Hang Seng 

Management 

College 

Institution and 

entrepreneurship in 

China 

From local university 

Kenneth 

Chung Hoi 

Ki 

Associate Head, 

Department of 

Economics and 

Finance, 

Hang Seng 

Management 

College 

Barriers for 

entrepreneurs 

From local university 

Dr. Victor 

Lau 

Associate Head, 

Department of 

Management, 

Hang Seng 

Management 

College 

How strict/lenient you 

need to be a good 

entrepreneur/innovator: 

Theory and practice 

sharing 

From local university 

Dr. Willy Acting Head, A comparative analysis From local university 
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Yue Department of 

Computing, 

Hang Seng 

Management 

College 

for trading in North 

America and China 

6.3 Please provide copies of promotional materials, number of participants, 

survey/statistics on participants, e.g. country of origin, research background, etc., 

a copy of evaluation form/questionnaire and the consolidated feedback with 

response rate. Photos of the event(s) are preferred but optional. 

Conference on March 16, 2015 

The speakers came from Neeley School of Business at Texas Christian 

University, USA; Chinese University of Hong Kong; Hong Kong 

Polytechnic University, Hang Seng Management College, and industry 

sector. 

The number of participants (registered) 96 as on March 1, 2015. Other 

non-registered, walk-in attendants were over 100. The majority of 

conference participants are students and teaching staff from HSMC. 

Participants from other institutes included  

CASH Axiom Capital Limited Managing director 

StreetAd Media Limited Business Director 

HSBC Assistant 

Institute for Entrepreneurship, The 

Hong Kong Polytechnic University 

Senior Programme 

Manager 

Education for Good Intrapreneur 

Factory-visit on March 18, 2015 

There were around 60 participants registered. According to the crush of 

mid-term test week, students had to prepare for the tests for different modules 

and were not able to take leave to join the field trip. Finally, a total of 35 

students participated in the field trip to Dongguan. Some of them could not go 

because they did not want to miss the revision classes on March 17, Tuesday.  

Survey/statistics on participants 

The conference attendants voluntarily participated in the feedback survey. A total of 

200 forms were distributed and 139 responses were returned. The response rate was 

69.5%. 

Session(s) attended Number of 

responses 

 Keynote presentation: Professor Garry Bruton 55 

 Plenary Session: Prof Kevin Au, & Prof David 39 
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Ahlstrom 

 Keynote Presentation: Prof Robert Lee 22 

 Panel session of entrepreneurs from the industry 22 

 Roundtable Discussions 11 

The consolidated feedback is provided in the following charts. The rating scale is 

from 1 (strongly disagree) to 6 (strongly Agree). 

Figure 1 Topic of the Conference is Interesting 

Figure 2 Content of the Conference is Useful 
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Figure 3 The Speakers Convey Their Message Clearly 

Figure 4  Overall Satisfaction 

Other comments: 

 Students can be rewarded from the expertise's sharing.

 The speeches of guests are quite inspiring.  The guests are willing to tell.  They are

very nice.

 Greatly inspired by the speakers and the discussion among the floor.  Hope more

similar scale of conference can conduct to rich the mind on HSMC student.

 Session can be longer.  Information is useful but not enough.
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 The story about the banker is impressive.

 The conference is informative!

 An interesting conference; clear information

 Very good, hope I can join it again!

Copies of promotional materials are attached in Appendix 1. Photos of the events are 

attached in Appendix 2. 
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6.4   Objectives as per original application 
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1. Stimulate research ideas on entrepreneurship and innovation

2. Collaborate with faculty members in interdisciplinary research in entrepreneurship

and innovation 

3. Disseminate research findings and information not only to academics but also to those

working in entrepreneurial practices and policy decision makers who are interested 

in entrepreneurship  

4. Provide a forum for interacting and linking with scholars and practitioners in the field

of entrepreneurship and innovation 

6.5 Revised objectives 

Date of approval from the RGC: N.A. 

Reasons for the change: 

1. 

2. 

3. ....

6.6 Realisation of the objectives 
(Maximum 1 page; please state how and to what extent the project objectives 

have been achieved; give reasons for under-achievements and outline attempts to 

overcome problems, if any) 

The theme this conference is entrepreneurship and innovation. Its objectives is to provide 

scholars, educators and entrepreneurs with a forum for discussion on the impacts of 

entrepreneurial and innovative theory and practices that will pave the way for a better 

understanding of the role of entrepreneurial and innovative initiatives in fostering a 

sustainable and competitive advantage. This conference is an excellent example of 

bridging the gap between theory and practices and offers the opportunity for sharing and 

exchange between academic research and entrepreneurs.  

We successfully held a three day conference on March 15-17, 2015. The conference was 

organized around different formats. The morning sessions focused more on the academic 

side while the afternoon sessions focused on the practical issues. Two keynote 

presentations aimed at the academic and practical aspects respectively.  In addition to 

keynote speech, two plenary sessions by academics and entrepreneurs from the industry 

were organized.  Towards the end, faculty members led two roundtable discussions. 

We had two prominent keynote speakers: (1) Professor Garry D. Bruton, Neeley School 

of Business at Texas Christian University, USA. And (2) Professor Robert Lee, The 

Chinese University of Hong Kong. Other speakers came from The Chinese University of 

Hong, Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hang Seng Management College, and 

industry sector. 

The stated objectives of the conference are: 

1. Stimulate research ideas on entrepreneurship and innovation
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2. Collaborate with faculty members in interdisciplinary research in entrepreneurship

and innovation 

3. Disseminate research findings and information not only to academics but also to those

working in entrepreneurial practices and policy decision makers who are interested 

in entrepreneurship  

4. Provide a forum for interacting and linking with scholars and practitioners in the field

of entrepreneurship and innovation 

These objectives were successfully achieved and realized. 

Over 200 participated in the conference including students, teachers and 

practitioners. It was a great turnout. Feedback from the participants was generally 

positive. The rating score by the conference participants were very good. Specific scores 

were given for interesting (4.69); useful (4.67); convey clear message (4.93); overall 

satisfaction (4.83) on a 6-point scale. Descriptive comments from the attendants can be 

summarized as rewarding from the expertise's sharing; greatly inspired by the speakers 

and the discussion among the floor; informative; very good and hope to join it again! 

Other comments from the speakers include: 

 Great session; I thought it went well – some interesting papers and roundtable talks.

Glad we all could come also, and the students were also good. Hope we can visit 

again sometime. 

 The speakers were positive and knowledgeable, and I am sure they helped inspire the

students. 

 Congratulations on the great success of the Entrepreneurship Conference!

6.7 Summary of objectives addressed to date 

Objectives 
(as per 5.1/5.2 above) 

Addressed 
(please tick) 

Percentage achieved 

(please estimate) 

1.  100% 

2.  100% 

3.  100% 

4.  100% 

7. Research-related Outcome
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7.1 Potential for further development of the research and the proposed course 

of action 
(Maximum half a page) 

 Collaborating with Department of Supply Chain Management and

Information Systems to offer a module in Entrepreneurship as a major

elective for the BBA-MGT programme

 Building on the contacts and relationships established in this

conference, we plan to set up an innovative management consortium to

further pursue related activities, for example entrepreneur forum, in the

future. To foster a closer links between the faculty members and the

industry, we will collaborate with entrepreneurs to conduct

research-related activities, organize workshops, sharing sessions, and

internship for students.

 An entrepreneur forum on “Sustainable Development through

Innovation and Entrepreneurship”

 Internship opportunities for undergraduate students to get practical,

hand-on experience in real business operations

7.2 Research collaboration achieved 
(Please give details on the achievement and its relevant impact) 

 To foster a closer links between the faculty members and the industry, we

will collaborate with entrepreneurs to organize workshops, business

sharing sessions, and internship for students

 Mr. Steven Lam shared his vision, development of GoGoVan with

students and offered internship, part-time jobs for students in terms of a

prior conference Business Sharing Series 1 held on February 25, 2015. The

session was well attended (around 90 students).

 Mr. Sam Leung, Managing Director of Lung Cheong Digitech Company

Ltd and Mr. Eric Wong, Chariman of EriCorps Group shared their

business development and strategies with students in terms of a post

conference Business Sharing Seminar Series 2 held on April 24, 2015 and

offered internship to students. The session was well attended (around 85

students).

7.3 Any new development and/or challenging research topic has / have been 

identified and inspired the possible new initiative(s) in future research work. 
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 Conference and workshops on social enterprises

 Visit to successful social enterprises

 An entrepreneur forum on “Sustainable Development through Innovation

and Entrepreneurship”

8. The Layman’s Summary
(Describe in layman’s language the nature, significance and value of the research

project, in no more than 200 words)

This conference bridges the gap between theory and practices as it offers a good 

opportunity for sharing and exchanges between academic researchers and 

entrepreneurs. The major objective is to provide scholars, educators, and 

entrepreneurs with a forum for discussion about the impacts of entrepreneurial and 

innovative theory and practices that will pave the way for a better understanding 

of the role of entrepreneurial and innovative initiatives in fostering a sustainable 

and competitive advantage. 

On the academic side, it features two prominent keynote speakers from local and 

overseas universities as well as a panel of academic speakers to share their ideas 

and experience in the plenary sessions of the conference. Besides, a panel of local 

entrepreneurs with more than 30 years of business experience will share their 

views and down-to-earth approaches in the industry. 

In addition, guests and faculty members from across departments together with 

facilitators bridge the gap between the theoretical and practical approaches in the 

roundtable session. To explore more possible business practices and strategies of 

the industry to capture market opportunities, we organized a day trip to a 

Dongguan factory. The factory management team shared their practical 

experience in recent product development and operations. 
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Part C:  Research Output 

9. Recognized conference(s) paper(s) related to this project was/were delivered
(Please attach a copy of each conference abstract)

Month/Year/ 

Place 
Title Conference Name 

Submitted to 

RGC (indicate the 

year ending of the 

relevant progress 

report) 

Attached to 

this report 

(Yes or No) 

Acknowledged 

the support of 

RGC 

(Yes or No) 

N.A. 

Powerpoint slides and 

video shooting of the 

conference speakers are 

available for sharing. 

A newspaper article is 

attached. 

Yes 

10. Research Personnel trained

Name Capacity 

23 students 

Student helpers were trained in organizing the conference in terms of  

event management, promotion, customer services, etc; and trained to be 

master of ceremony 

11. Other impact

(e.g. prizes, collaboration with other research institutions, technology transfer,

etc.)

N.A. 
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A newspaper article published in SingDao 
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Appendix 1 
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Topic: Entrepreneurship and Innovation: Gateway and Barriers 

Time & 
date: 

9:00 pm – 5:30 pm, 16 March 2015, Monday 

Venue: D401, Block A, Hang Seng Management College, Shatin, N.T. 

Language: English/Chinese 

Speakers: Keynote speakers 
Garry D. Bruton, Professor of entrepreneurship at the Neeley School of 

Business at Texas Christian University 

Robert Lee, Professor of Practice in Entrepreneurship, The Chinese 

University of Hong Kong, Associate Director, MBA Programs; Executive 

Board Member, Center for Entrepreneurship; and Executive Director, 

Center for Business Innovation and Globalization   

Abstract: This conference will bridge the gap between theory and practices, as it 

offers a good opportunity for sharing and exchange between academic 

researchers and entrepreneurs. The major objective is to provide scholars, 

educators, and entrepreneurs a forum for discussion about the impact of 

entrepreneurial and innovative theory and practices that will pave the way to 

a better understanding of the role of entrepreneurial and innovative 

initiatives in fostering a sustainable competitive advantage. 

On the academic side, it features two prominent keynote speakers from local 

and overseas universities as well as a panel of academic speakers to share 

their ideas and experience in the plenary sessions of the conference. 

Besides, a panel of local entrepreneurs with more than 30 years of business 

experience will share their views and down-to-earth approaches in the 

industry. 

In addition, guests and faculty members from across departments together 

with facilitators will bridge the gap between the theoretical and practical 

approaches in the roundtable session. To explore more possible business 

practices and strategies of the industry to capture market opportunities, we 

will also organize a day trip to d Dongguan factory. The factor management 

team will share their practical experience in recent product development and 

operations in and for the meantime. 

Enquiry: Christine Li 
Tel: 3653 5565 
Email: christineli@hsmc.edu.hk 

Website:  http://ei.hsmc.edu.hk 

http://ei.hsmc.edu.hk/
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Conference website 
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Email to participants 

Subject: Invitation to Conference and Field Trip (16 – 17 March) 

Dear colleague & students 

On behalf of the Department of Management of Hang Seng Management College, you 

are cordially invited to our RCG funded Conference themed “Entrepreneurship and 

Innovation: Gateway and Barriers” 創業與革新  – 迎難而上  營商有道 . This 

conference will be hosted on 16th March 2015 at the Hang Seng Management 

College.  

The conference objective is to provide scholars, educators, and entrepreneurs a 

platform for discussion on the impact of entrepreneurial and innovative theory and 

practices. It features by two prominent keynote speakers from local and overseas 

universities as well as a panel of academic speakers to share their ideas and experience 

in the plenary sessions. Besides, a panel of local entrepreneurs will share their views 

of possible approaches to survive in the industry. In the roundtable session, guests and 

faculty members from across disciplines together with facilitators will bridge the gap 

between the theoretical and practical approaches.  

To explore possible practices and strategies of the industry to capture market 

opportunities, we will also organize a day trip to a Dongguan factory on 17 March, 

2015. The factory management team will share their practical experience in recent 

product development and operations in the meantime. 

For your information, the first 80 participants will enjoy free lunch for the conference 

and for a free day trip to Dongguan factory respectively. Please register through our 

website: http://ei.hsmc.edu.hk to indicate your preference on or before 10
th

 March 

2015. This will be served as a “first come first serve” basis.  Except for free lunch 

and trip to Dongguan factory, you are welcomed to register to join in part of the 

conference. 

We are looking forward to seeing you at the Conference and/or factory visit on 16
th

 

and 17
th

 March 2015 respectively. 

Yours sincerely, 

Prof. Irene Chow, Principal Investigator 

Ms Amy Wong, Conference Chair 

Department of Management 

Hang Seng Management College 
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Newsletter May 2015 
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HSMC Newsletter  6.2015  p.14 
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Big Banner 

Backdrop 
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Poster 
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Programme pamphlet 
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Leaflet 
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Pull-up stand 
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Show TV in HSMC 
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Appendix 2  Photos of the Events 

Keynote speakers: Professor Garry Bruton 

     Professor Kevin Au 

Professor David Ahlstrom 
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Keynote speaker: Professor Robert Lee 

Panel session of entrepreneurs from the industry 
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Firm visit: Dongguan Lung Cheong Toys Co. Limited 


